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a \ 5 HILST the rapid pro- 


ey of infidelity appears to 
; be the natural and neceſſary 
1 of prevailing diſ- 
pation, it becomes at leaſt 
the miniſters of the ſanctuary 
to ſtand on the Lord's ſide, 
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and lift up the goſpel ſtandard, 
againſt the floods of ungodlineſs. 


In the eyes of unbelievers in- 


deed revelation 1s deſpiſed, and & 


faith treated as folly. Yet after 
the moſt attentive conſideration 
of the ſubject I am conſtrained to 
avow, that in every thing which 
affects the beſt intereſts of man- 
kind, there are deeper traces of 
wiſdom in Moſes and the Pro- 
phets than in the admired trea- 


tiles 
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tiſes of Plato or Ariſtotle, and 


Ticher treaſures of knowledge in 


the writings of the fiſhermen of 


Galilee than in all the volumes 


of poets and philoſophers anti- 


ent or modern. 


I 


Theſe ſages of antiquity in- 


* 


deed have leſt us their various 
ſyſtems of ethics and theology, 
the monuments of the boaſted 


powers of reaſon, and demon- 


| "{tration of its weakneſs. Around 


this 
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this glow-worm light the mo- 
derns aſſemble, and collecting 
the ſcattered ſparks turn from 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſen 
with healing in his wings. Beau- 
tifully, awfully doth the prophet 
Iſaiah pour contempt on their 


abortive efforts. Behold all ye 


that kindle a fire, that compaſs 


* yourſelves about with ſparks, 
* walk in the light of your fire, 
* and in the ſparks that ye have 
* kindled, this ſhall ye have of 
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& mine hand, ye ſhall lie down 
* ; in ſorrow.” 

+ The profeſſed object of a phi- 
Joſopher is truth, of a chriſtian 
the truth as it is in Jeſus. No 


Inger wandering in the laby- 
kinths of conjecture, and ſcience 
alſely ſo called, the Light of 
Life is riſen to guide our feet in- 
to the paths of eternal life. If 
we refuſe to hear Him that 
ſpcaketh from Heaven, and 
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derns aſſemble, and collecting * 


the ſcattered ſparks turn from 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſen 
with healing in his wings. Beau- 
tifully, awfully doth the prophet 
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abortive efforts. © Behold all ye 
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* ; in ſorrow.” 
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The profeſſed object of a phi- 
loſopher is truth, of a chriſtian 
the truth as it is in Jeſus. No 
Jonger wandering in the laby- 
rinths of conjecture, and ſcience 
falſely ſo called, the Light of 
Life i is riſen to guide our feet in- 
to the paths of eternal life. If 
* refuſe to hear Him that 
ſpeaketh from Heaven, and 
2 | chuſe 
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chuſe darkneſs rather than light, 


day of God. To the Word 
te therefore and to the Teſtimo 
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ON DIVINE REVELATION, 


1 G the exiſtence of God, 


it is impoſſible to deny that he may, 
and moſt probably would, communi- 
ate to men, ſome notices of his 
ill. The relation, in which they 
Rand towards him as creatures, ſeems 
Ro require it; eſpecially, if without 
Such communication we ſhould be 
B found 


1 


found incapable of knowing hin 
and the obedience which we ow: 
him. 


That every man's reaſon and na. 
tural conſcience are ſufficient to in. 


ſtru& him in the knowledge of God 


and his obligations to him, hath bee 


aſſerted, but with what colour « 
truth remains to be proved. It i 
evident © The world by wiſdon 
te knew not God.”* And this no 
only appears, from the expreſs tel. 
timony of the ſcriptures, but is ver! 
fied by univerſal experience. Th: 
condutt of mankind in every ag 
and every nation, where divine re- 
velation hath not ſhined, affords : 

complet: 


* 1 Cor. i. 21. 
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n *omplete demonſtration of the in- 
vs fdufficiency of man's reaſon, and na- 
aural conſcience to inſtrutt him con- 
Ecrning his duty to God, and his 
a fellow creatures, or to engage him 
n. 80 fulfl it. 
0, = 
en 1 Whoever conſiders the ſtate of 
dhe wiſeſt men in the heathen world, 
improved by all the collected light, 
on Which philoſophy could caſt upon 
10, Meir minds, muſt at preſent be ſtruck 
ef. with pity, at the ſtrange ignorance, 
ri. abſurdities, and contradictions, mani- 
"hk: Feſt in their writings, reſpeQing the 
ig: gods, which they admitted—the du- 
re. Wes, which they owed them—the 
„ Worſhip to be paid them—the boun- 
et: Karies of vice and virtue—and the 
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rewards and puniſhments annexet 
to theſe. Their moſt admired trea. 
tiſes proclaim their painful doubt; 
and uncertainties, with regard to 
objects, the moſt momentuous an: 
intereſting, the immortality of thei: 


ſouls, and the world to come. Ane 
though ſometimes rifing above thi 


deluge of vulgar idolatry, ſome no- 


ble ſentiments eſcape them, they re 
main {till floating on the vaſt abyſs 0 
ſcepticiſm ; without compaſs to guid: 
them, or any certain port in view. 


ſuperior attainments, to that ver 
revelation, which they ſo ungratc 


fully blaſpheme,) produced any thin: 


mor: 


Nor have their modern follower. 
(indebted as they are, for all ther 
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more ſatisfactory though perhaps more 
plauſible than their predeceſſors, 
When carcfully examined, their rea- 
fonings furniſh no more ſolid ground 
for confidence, but after bewilder- 
gs us in labyrinths of ſophil- 

„„ they ultimately leave us, Juſt 
Fre they found us, “ groping for 
# the wall as blind.” Unleſs following 
theſe maſters of reaſoning, to the 
ll extent of their argument, we 


at laſt perceive ourſelves advanced, 


f to that higheſt ſummit of infidel 
wiſdom, daringly to conclude, as 
# the fool hath ſaid in his heart, that 
2 # there is no God.”* 
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The imbecility ofthe human under- 
ſtanding, and the univerſal prevalence 


of evil, have evidently appeared to 
call for ſome divine interpoſition, in 


. order to give more certain informa- 
tion to the minds of men, reſpetting 
God and his will, and to ſuggeſt 


ſome powerful means and motives, 


to ſtem the prevailing torrent of 
iniquity. And for this, I ſhall not 
here appeal to prophets or apoſtles, 
but to an authority, which unbe- 
hevers reſpe@ with higher reverence, 
the immortal Plato. 


The heathen legiſlators unanimoul- 
ly thought, and wiſely too, that i. 
was neceſſary for them to call in 
ſuperior aſſiſtance, and that every 
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Fegulation which they enjoined, 
would be moſt effectually accom- 
; liſhed, if enforced, by the autho- 
| rity of revelation. 


* 


From the nymph Egeria to the 
pigeon of Mahomet, the claim to 
ſupernatural inſtruction hath been 
made by all, who affecting to diſ- 


4 


*ringuiſh themſelves, as the teachers 
and reformers of mankind, have 
produced a ſyſtem of religious prin- 
ciples, as eſſential to enforce the 
pradlices, which they recommended. 


> Amidſt che multitude of revela- 
tions, which the craft of men 


hath invented, and the, credulity 


1 


of mankind hath embraced, one 
4 B4 truth 


7 


141 


truth appears evident, viz. that a 
real diſcovery of the true God— 
his nature and attributes—a clear 


and deciſive direction for the re- 


gulation of the conſcience and con- 


duct—and the certain immortality 7 


of man, in a ſtate of future reward; 
and puniſhments, would be ſupreme- 
ly defireable, and eſſentially bene- 


ficial to the beſt intereſts of huma- 
nity. 


The manifold, contradictory, ab- 
ſurd, and often impious ſyſtems, 
which have been advanced by de- 
ſigning and ambitious impoſtors have 
given juſt occaſion to hold in utter 


contempt, the general pretenſions to 


revelation. Men of ſenſe and reaſon 
| could 


1 


ould not, on examination, but be 
Sffended with palpable falſhoods, 
and frauds, obvious to detection: 
hey could not therefore but reject, 


What it was impoſſible for them to 
5 elieve: for no revelation deſerves 
be received, as coming from God, 
put ſuch as brings along with it, 


Evidence completely ſatisfaQtory ; or 


ch at leaſt, as leaves thoſe with- 
t excuſe, who refuſe to be con- 


It is our mercy that ſuch a re- 


wclation hath appeared, and challen- 


ges enquiry—-attended with evi- 


ence of its divine Origin, which. 


other ſyſtem of religion ever 


Broduccd—and communicating truths 
Bg of 


E 1 4 


of ſuch a nature, as carry their own 
conviction along with them,—truths, 
in excellence as tranſcendently above 
all, that proud philoſophy ever 
affected to teach, as in evidence, 


they will be found ſuperior to all 


the cavils of the moſt invenomed 
adverſaries. - 


The chriſtian revelation demands; 
examination, and they are inex- 
cuſable, who either reject it without 
trying the force of the arguments 


by which it is ſupported ; or ſatis- 


fied with ſuperficial enquires adopt 
the ridicule, or retail the miſrepre- 
ſentations of its enemies. 
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A man, who has never at- 
entively read the bible, the whole 
ot, cannot poſhbly be a com- 
petent judge of its contents, on the 
ere report of others; and that too, 
F its avowed blaſphemers: yet of 
he multitudes, who venture to re- 
E the goſpel diſpenſation, how 


ſew have been at the pains to ex- 
amine with diligence and candour, 


he revelation, which they preſume 
40 deſpiſe ?---In no other caſe, would 


ey for the credit of their under- 


Standing, decide upon report, or 


hazard a judgment without the need- 


Jul enquiry: In a matter of ſuch 
f mazing magnitude, where their ever- 


| aſting all is at ſtake, to do it with- 


ut proper inveſtigation, muſt leave 


men without excuſe. 
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they will be found ſuperior to all 
the cavils of the moſt invenomed 
adverſaries. - 


The chriſtian revelation demands 
examination, and they are inex- 
cuſable, who either reject it without 
trying the force of the arguments 
by which it is ſupported ; or fatis- 
fied with ſuperficial enquires adopt 
the ridicule, or retail the miſrepre- 
ſentations of its enemies. 
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A man, who has never at- 
*tentively read the bible, the whole 
$ook, cannot poſſibly be a com- 
petent judge of its contents, on the 
mere report of others; and that too, 
of its avowed blaſphemers: yet of 
the multitudes, who venture to re- 
jet the goſpel diſpenſation, how 
few have been at the pains to ex- 
amine with diligence and candour, 
the revelation, which they preſume 
to deſpiſe ?---In no other caſe, would 
they for the credit of their under- 


ſtanding, decide upon report, or 


hazard a judgment without the need- 
Ful enquiry: In a matter of ſuch 
amazing magnitude, where their ever- 
laſting all is at ſtake, to do it with- 
out proper inveſtigation, muſt leave 
men without excuſe, 
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The chriſtian religion then, whill 


it claims reception, challenges ex. | 


amination. It brings with it proof; 
of a divine Original, to which no 


impoſtor ever dared to appeal; at. 
leaſt, with no ſuch evidence of re. 


ality, and truth, as this affords. 


Beſides the miracles wrought, and 


the prophecies fulfilled, in confir. 
mation of the divine Original of 


the bible, the volume itſelf con- 


tains ſuch difcoveries of Jehovah, 
and our duty to him—inculcates ſuch * 


purity of heart and hfe—and lead: 
to ſuch bleſſedneſs, as carries internal 


evidence to the conſcience of the 


{ſource from whence it flows. 


That 
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fs That impoſtors, to ſupport their 


etenſions to revelation, have ap- 
aled to miracles, is admitted; but 


hat kind of miracles, and by what 


proof ſupported? If their preten- 
ons be examined, it muſt appear 
be the heighth of diſingenuity, 
bring theſe, into compare, or 


mpetition, with thoſe recorded in 


de bible. The miracles of Moſes, 
d of the greater Prophet, whom 


e foretold, with thoſe of his diſci- 
les, are ſo many, and ſo great 


performed ſo openly—lo eaſily ca- 
ble of detection, if fiftitious—and 
| Which it was ſo much the intereſt 


d effort of their enemies to bring 
o diſrepute— Jeſus and his apoſ- 
Ws were in a line of life, ſo infe- 


is rior 


1 


rior to their opponents the whole 
weight of reputed wiſdom, power, 
reſpect, was ſo evidently againſt them, 
that the attempt to impoſe upon 
their countrymen in ſuch circum. 
ſtances, muſt be abſurd, even to 
madneſs, and expoſe them to detec. 
tion in every inſtance. But when 
inſtead of affecting concealment, oi 
ſhrinking from obſervation, in mul. 
tiplied, daily exertions of ſupernatura 
powers, openly diſplayed, the blind 
received their ſight, the deaf heard, 
the. lame walked, the lepers wer: 
cleanſed, the dead were raiſed t 


life, —--When all theſe aſtoniſhing. 
facts on the ſpot were appealed to, 


as proofs of their divine miſſion.— 
When the prieſts, the ſcribes, and 
phariſees, 
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phariſces, with all their craft, and 
|| their power, and all their ma- 


nity were never able, in any one 
Angle inſtance, to deny the miracle, 
or detect impoſition.— When the 
reputed Son of a carpenter with a 
few fiſhermen on the one hand 
Pod thus, againſt the combined in- 
fluence of all the eminence, rank, 
ability, and wealth of the Jewiſh 
Wtion, ſupported ſingly by the di- 
Wine Evidence of the credentials, 
Which they, thus confidently, pub- 
licly, in the chief places of con- 
@urſe, in the very porch of the 


| Temple, amidſt innumerable ſpeQta- 


tors, produced—viewing all this and 
much more, which might be ſuggeſt- 
ed to ſtrengthen the argument, and 
which 


1113 


which every attentive. reader of th: 
bible may caſily collect, where be. 


ſides, were ever ſuch pretenſion;? 
to real miracles made, and ſupport- 


ed in fuch a manner? If credu— 
lity is blamable, on whom can i: 


be ſo jultly, ſo deeply charged as 


on thoſe, who with all theſe thing 


before their eyes, dare rejett the 
evidence on pretence of improba. 


4 B 


tt 


bility! And how much more ab-? 
ſurdly credulous ſtill muſt they be of 


who reject the revelation, withou 
even examining the arguments, 0! 


conſulting the divine oracles ; and 
reſt on the reports, the miſrepre. 
ſented reports of others? Of men, "WW 


not only prejudiced, but inimical— 
Of men, whole conſciences and con- 


duc 


| 7 1 7 ] 


a are ſuch, as to compel them 


4 not believe, becauſe they dare 
. m&t— whoſe lives will leſs endure 
the purity of the goſpel precepts, 
"than their underſtanding the pre- 
nde difficulties of the goſpel 


rines. 


take refuge in infidelity -Who 


B 


( 


he teſtimony of prophecies ful- 
ied is alſo appealed to in evidence 
. the divine authority of the ſcrip- 
. 

FF 
13 hat God alone can know with 
Wtainty future events will 1 pre- 
Me, be admitted. The utmoſt 
* of human wiſdom and fore- 
i can only reach to probable 
conjecture, 


1 4 


conjedture. To reſt the proof 0 
a divine miſſion upon this, woul! A 


be very impolitic in any impoſtor, 
and expoſe him, as hath ever hap. 
pened to falſe prophets, to contemp 
and infamy. - of 


bs 
To enter into a full diſcuſſion 8 


of all the prophecies of the bible 
and their fulfilment would lead me ap 
beyond the bounds, which I hav: po 
preſcribed to myſelf. I can wit: 
ſatisfaction refer the inquiſitive 
the very ingenious biſhop Newton, 
and others who have written on thi th; 
prophecies, and ſhall only ſuggel'? an 
two, the one of a particular, th: 


i 


other of a more general nature. 
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et any man read the prophecy 
$ Ifaiah,*. and hundreds of years 
Eforc the birth of Cyrus, ſeeing him 


Mere by name, by nation, expreſsly 
clared, as the appointed deliverer 
the Jewiſh captives from Baby- 
long before Judea appeared 
any danger of ſuch captivity— 
Media in any eminence of power 
Pong the nations—if he can ſup- 
F ple, ſo many fortuitous circum- 
Inces impoſſible to have been fore- 
ſeen, or to have entered into the 
ind of any human being, or ra- 
N er ſuch a tiſſue of events, names 
d ſituations as muſt have been 
emed the moſt improbable to have 
dme to paſs, if any man can ſup- 


poſe 


I ſaiah xliv. 45. 
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poſe this a lucky conjetture, or tha 
any impoſtor would have riſked the 
character of his miſſion upon ſuc 
an event, he muſt believe a great 


deal more than we do. 


The diſperſion and diſtintt pre. 


ſervation of the Jewiſh people, ac. 


compliſhed, and to this very da 


adding increaſing evidence to the 
truth of prophecy ; ſo fully, ſo re- 


peatedly, ſo clearly declared in a: 


variety of places, by different in. 


ſpired writers, is an event, ſo en 


traordinary, fo unlike whatever hap- 


pened to any other nation, or indec( ? 
in the ordinary courſe of providence? 


ever could happen, that the moi. 
obſtinate unbehevers are grevioully 


a. 


1 


K 


— 
» 


1 


Ln 1 


a loſs to account for it, and ob- 


ed to have recourle to ſuppoſitions, 


4 *% 


Wat can only obtain reception from 


1 &cdulity much greater than any 


ich they ſo pointedly ridicule. 


1 
1 


= 


"th Now if in theſe, and ſo great a 
b v. riety of ſimilar inſtances, in no one 
rticular hath the prophetic word 
er failed of its accompliſhment 
its moſt eagle-eyed adverſaries 


ich all their cavils have never yet 


a oy 
_ 
FI 


Meen able to produce a ſingle inſtance 


1 f 
rcal falſhood or detection; we ap- 
al to every man of candour, reaſon 


E 
1 


d refleaion, whether to believe, 


* 
LE 


diſbelieve, deſerves moſt juſtly 


Me cenſure of irrational and cre- 


0 lous. Aſter an attentive inveſti- 


* 


gation 
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gation of the ſubject, and candid 


weighing the goſpel evidence, . 
it not then require much mor. 
forcible arguments, than have 


been produced to engage us to gi 
credit to the reports of infidel apo 


tles, in oppoſition to Moſes and ti! 


prophets? And may we not co 


fidently aſſert, that we believe 


great deal leſs than they do, vi 


glory in what they call the freed: 


of their opinions. We deſire ni 
thing more earneſtly, than that | 


point of craft and credulity a ju 


compariſon ſhould be formed b 
tween thoſe who reject the chriſti 
revelation, and thoſe who reccii 
it, and let the reſult determine, whe! 


is the mind that hath wiſdom. 


By 
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- 
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d But were theſe evidences of di- 
e atteſtation to revealed truths, 
Fought to ſupport opinions abſurd, 
contradiftory, or practices, I will 
St ſay immoral, but even of queſ- 
Pnable excellence, here would be 
ound to raiſe objections. Let the 
Wok then ſpeak for itſelf, and. let 
d man preſume to decide, till he 
in at leaſt, examined it throughout 
| N th the attention, which a ſubject 
momentuous deſerves ; if it con- 
Ins not the moſt ſtriking internal 


 Widence of a divine Original, let 
be rejected. 


MReſpeting God himſelf, his na- 
Me and perfettions, what ideas does 
bible ſuggeſt! Worthy indeed 
27 the 


I 24 ? 


the ſubjeQ and the teacher. Wha 
irradiation beams from every pag 


of the ſcriptures! Compare wit 
them all the writings of poets ant | 
philoſophers, how contemptible a 
their deſcriptions, how infinitely un 
worthy of Jehovah Elohim! ai 
when the conteſt was decided betweer $ 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal, mul a 
not conviction extort from every can 
did examiner the glorious confeſſio 3 
© the Lord he is the God, the Lon : 
he is the God.” For he, lik 
the ſun, which he placed in tht 7 
firmament, can only be known bi p 
the light which himſelf diſpenſe 
and if there be found in any of thi 
writings of men, ſentiments and idea ; 

wort 


1 Kinzs, 18. 39. 


C as 1 


orthy of God, they appear to be 
orrowed from the great Fountain 
f wiſdom, revelation, and, like the 
abled Promethean fire, ſtolen from 
e heavenly repoſitory. 


2 


* q 


If in the unity of the Godhead, je- 
Wovah reveals himſelf, as ſubſiſting in 
W mode peculiar to himſelf; where 
Wc ſubje& is ſo high above mortal 
Wonception, that is not to be called 
bſurd, which tranſcends the meaſure 
four capacity, nor incredible, be- 
auſe incomprehenſible. Can any 
an affirm, that he hath a more ade- 
uate idea of the infinite, and eternal, 
an of the triune God? 


2 The 
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the ſubjea and the teacher. WA 


irradiation beams from every pal 


of the ſcriptures! Compare wit ; 
them all the writings of poets ant \ 
philoſophers, how contemptible an P 
their deſcriptions, how infinitely un ; 
worthy of Jehovah Elehim! i 
when the conteſt was decided betwee 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal, mil : 
not conviction extort from every can 4 
did examiner the glorious confeſlionf 
© the Lord he is the God, the Lori 
he is the God.“ For he, lik $ 
the ſun, which he placed in ti»: 
firmament, can only be known b 4 
the light which himſelf diſpenſe: 
and if there be found in any of th: 
writings of men, ſentiments and idea 

worth 


1 Kin$s, 18. 39. 
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orchy of God, they appear to be 
Worrowed from the great Fountain 
f wiſdom, revelation, and, like the 
abled Promethean fire, ſtolen from 
e heavenly repoſitory. 


If in the unity of the Godhead, je- 
ovah reveals himſelf, as ſubſiſting in 
mode peculiar to himſelf; where 
e ſubje@ is ſo high above mortal 
onception, that is not to be called 
blurd, which tranſcends the meaſure 
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f our capacity, nor incredible, be- 
auſe incomprehenſible. Can any 
an affirm, that he hath a more ade- 
uate idea of the infinite, and eternal, 
an of the triune God? 
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the ſubje& and che teacher. What 
irradiation beams from every page 
of the ſcriptures! Compare with 
them all the writings of poets and 
philoſophers, how contemptible are 
their deſcriptions, how infinitely un. 
worthy of Jehovah Elehim! a8 
when the conteſt was decided between 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal, mull 
not convittion extort from every can- 
did examiner the glorious confeſſion, 
© the Lord he is the God, the Lord 
he 1s the God.” For he, like 
the ſun, which he placed in the 
firmament, can only be known by 
the light which himſelf diſpenſes, 
and if there be found in any of the 
writings of men, ſentiments and ideas 

worthy 


1 Kings, 18, 39. 
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E worthy of God, they appear to be 
borrowed from the great Fountain 
of wiſdom, revelation, and, like the 
fabled Promethean fire, ſtolen from 
the heavenly repoſitory. 


If in the unity of the Godhead, je- 
hovah reveals himſelf, as ſubſiſting in 
a mode peculiar to himſelf; where 
the ſubje& is ſo high above mortal 
conception, that is not to be called 
abſurd, which tranſcends the meaſure 
of our capacity, nor incredible, be- 
cauſe incomprehenſible. Can any 


man affirm, that he hath a more ade- 


quate idea of the infinite, and eternal, 
chan of the triune God? 


2 The 
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The doctrines and the duties x: 
ſulting from the manifeſtation of G0 
to us in his revealed word, are admi 
rably calculated for our preſent ſtate 
they have, (as will be hereafter mor 
ſully ſhown,) the moſt powerful ten 
dency to remove the fears of guil 
from the conſcience—to engage ou 
hearts in the love, and our lives to the 
practice of the moſt exalted purity- 
and under the influence of motives 


the moſt reaſonable, and moſt allur. 
ing, and in the very exerciſe of tha 
obedience, which the goſpel pre 
ſcribes, lead to the enjoyment of the 


moſt enlarged felicity, which crea-Wnei 
tures can poſſeſs in this world, inlurthe 
ing to us withal the perfection of blcll- 
edneſs in a better. 


4 Where 


1 3 


Where ſuch internal evidence marks 
e finger of God, and ſuch external 
evidence ſeals the record, with the 
divine ſignature of truth, it highly 
hehoves every man to conſider, why 
he refuſeth to hear Him, that ſpeak- 
th from Heaven; leaſt the threaten- 
ings contained in that word come up- 
Von him, when © the deſpiſers ſhall 
vonder and periſh.““ 


It were much to be wiſhed that 
they would ſeriouſly, reflect, whom it 
moſt deeply concerns, whether the 
rue realon, why they hate the light, 
neither come unto the light, is not 
. the very one, which God in his word 
C 2 hath 


* Acts x11. 41. 


CIC 


„ 


hath alledged, becauſe their deed 
* are evil.“ T 


Nor let them fancy that they mo: 
in a ſphere of ſuperior intelligence 
and becauſe they have daringly ſhak: 
en off what they deem the fetters 0 
prieſtcraft and ſuperſtition, that they 
can now look down with contempt 
on the groveling votaries of faith and 
revelation, who may not move a ſtep 
beyond the boundary of their ſacred 
circle. On enquiry it will be found, 
if our repreſentation 1s juſt, that in 
the very rejection of the ſcriptures d 
truth, every unbeliever is neceſſarily 


driven to embrace abſurdities more 
glaring 


+ John iii. 19. 


i 


© 


glaring, than any he ſuppoſes, and 
preſumes to cavil at therein, and to 
be the dupe of a credulity greater, 
and more dangerous, than that which 
he affects to deride. 


The believer, under the influence 
of the principles, which he embraces, 
muſt neceſſarily in every ſtation and 
relation of life be a better member 
of ſociety, anda better man, than the 
inhdel—-whilſt he ſtands therefore 
fixed on the firm baſis of fulleſt con- 
viction of the truth, and enjoys the 
bleſſedneſs thence reſulting, he can 
receive unhurt the ſhafts of his adver- 
aries, and retort them, not with aſ- 
perity but in love, and in the ſpirit of 

C 4 meekneſs, 


1 


meekneſs, compelling his mockers to 
own this mortifying truth; J am af: 
of it is falſe. You are damned if i 
is true. 


INI 
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+ 
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INFIDELITY RESTS ON EVIDENCE 
MUCH MORE QUESTIONABLE 
THAN ANY WHICH IT REJECTS 
IN THE GOSPEL, AND REQUIRES 
A CREDULITY, MUCH MORE IR“ 
RATIONAL THAN CAN BE CHARG=- 
ED ON THE FAITH WHICH 1T PRE- 
SUMES TO RIDICULE. 


FaiTH, is the perſuaſion wrought 
in the mind, reſpeQling things and 


ruths, received on the teſtimony of 
thers. 


C 4 The 


E 


The aſſent and conviction is ſaid 
to be rational, when flowing from 
evidence ſuited to produce ſuch con- 
viction in the underſtanding. 


Credulity appears, in receiving 
aſſertions, though unattended with 
ſuch evidence; Infidelity, in rejet- 
ing them, though ſupported by the 
higheſt, and moſt reſpectable au- 
thority. 


It has been the general weapon of 
the modern deſpiſers of revealed re- 
ligion, to combat the evidence, by 
which it 1s ſupported, with ridicule, 
and to endeavour to treat as Ccoll- 
temptible, the underſtanding of thoſe 
who can receive as true, what they 


are 


E 


are pleaſed to term glaring abſurdi- 
ties. If indeed contempt were argu- 
ment, and ridicule the teſt of truth, 
it muſt be confeſſed, that the adver- 
ſaries of the goſpel have an unri- 
val'd ſuperiority. Such are not 
the weapons of our warfare,”* 


We are permitted only to propoſe 
the truth with its evidence, to every 
man's conſcience in the fight of God, 
and if that evidence is defedtive, and 
inadmiſſible, they are wiſe, who 
reject it. But before they do fo, it 
behoves them well to conſider the 
facts, and their import, leaſt by diſ- 
believing them without proper inveſ- 
ligation, they betray their wiſhes, and 
C5 the 


* 


* 2 Cor. x. 4. 


1 


the intereſt they have in perſuading 
themſelves, that they may not be 
true, Or if having really conſidered 
them, they ſtill refuſe their aſlent, 
it becomes them at leaſt to examine, 
whether in ſo doing they are not 
obliged to give credit to ſuppoſitions, 
more abſurd, and irrational, than any 


of thoſe which they affect to deſpiſe. 


Admitting the being of God, om- 
nipotence and omniſcience conſtitute 
his moſt diſtinguiſhed perfettions, 
But if his wiſdom be infinite, he mult 
know future events himſelf, and may 


communicate that knowledge to o. 


thers, which, from his fore-know: 


ledge enſures the certainty of the 


event enſuing. Nor is it at all ab. 
ſurd 


l 


ſurd or incredible to ſuppoſe, that, 
as almighty, for purpoſes of his own 
glory, he ſhould beſtow on ſome 
individuals choſen for this end, 
powers tranſcending, and controul- 
Ing the ordinary operations of nature 
in the confirmation of truths, which 
may require this ſeal of their divine 
Original. 


Prophecies and miracles are not 
therefore in themſelves impoſſible, 
and when the fituation of men and 
things are ſuch as to need ſome very 
peculiar manner of engaging the at- 
tention of mankind, to matters highly 
concerning the glory of God and the 
good of his creatures, it is neither ir- 
rational nor improbable to ſuppoſe, 


that he may have uſed theſe cxtraor- 
6 dinary 


1 


dinary means to awaken their atten. 
tion and excite their enquiries, in. 
to the purport of thoſe truths, which 
ſuch prophecies, and miracles are 
adduced to ſupport. 


If a man bearing profeſſedly a mel. 
lage from God, highly correſpond- 
ing with all his moral perfections, 
and in its tendency obviouſly calcu: 
lated to promote the purity, and ſe. 
cure the bleſſedneſs of mankind, pro- 
duces theſe credentials in ſupport of 
the doctrine which he teaches, and the 
practice, which he recommends; it 
becomes us, as reaſonable creatures, 
to examine into the truth, and reality 
of the credentials produced—the cha- 
radter - motives - and objects of the 
meſſenger, 


me 
tig 


lO 


l 


-W meſſenger. If after the fulleſt inveſ- 
MW tigation, the facts alledged, appear 
bio be ſupported by ſuch evidence, 
eas amounts to moral certainty—and 
[would in every other caſe be admit- 
ted as ſuch—1f the meſſenger himſelſ 

{. Wis judged moſt worthy of credit, from 
. Wevery part of his conduct, which 
s, Wought to produce confidence in his 
- Wveracity--if he is withal placed in ſuch 
circumſtances, that it cannot be ſup- 

- Wpoſed, he is either deceived himſelf, 
or can have any inducement to impoſe 
upon others, but the very reverle in 
the higheſt degree—to rejett his teſ- 
imony, we muſt be reduced to be- 
leve things, more irrational and ab- 
lurd, than they can poſſibly be charg- 
ed with, who. on the moſt exatt 
and 


„ 


and attentive enquiry, ſubmit to the 
evidence with which the aſſerted 
truth 1s attended. 


Having in a former eſſay on divine 
revelation, produced ſome evidence 
of its credibility arifing from min. 


cles, and prophecies, I with to refer ee. 
to what is there ſaid on this ſubject, N. 
obſerving only farther, that if any Hin 
man of reaſon and candour examine Wh, 
the prophecies, and their fulfilment Wt; 
—the things themſelves—the perſons Hof 
—the names—the times—the circum- di. 


ſtances included in them—unleſs ht 

can prove, that no ſuch perſons ever 

propheſied or that no ſuch events Hex 

ever happened in correſpondence ¶ un 

with their declarations; He ought a WM ful 
leal) 


11 


eaſt to conſider whether it is not next 
o impoſſible, that any man affecting 
the character of a prophet, would have 
dared to hazard ſuch conjectures, (if 
they maſt be ſo denominated.) and 
that theſe conjectures, ſhould be all 
„of them, in the minuteſt circumſtan- 


 Wees, exactly accompliſhed—and this 
so in oppoſition to every probability 
i the appearance of things, when 
ue prophecy was delivered; and of- 
en contrary to the very poſhbility 
Wot ſuch events happening in the or- 
- WH dinary courſe of human proceedings. 


l That ſuch men as the prophets did 
exit, we muſt rejeA all hiſtorical teſ- 
WW iimony to deny. But were they art- 
ful and deſigning men, who had am- 
| | bitious 


40 1 


bitious ends to anſwer, and worldly: 


intereſts to promote? Their bla. 


ſy 


CIC 


phemers darc not impute ſuch inten. 


tions to them It is evident that every 
thing near and dear to them was haz. ne 
arded by their fidelity: Reputation, Ned 
eaſe, intereſt, and even life itſelf ing 
were at ſtake. For their meſſage Hou 
* they were ſtoned, they were fans 
* aſunder, they were ſlain with the ine 
„ ſword, they wandered about in jet 
« ſheep-ſkins, and goat-{kins, being Ebi 
& deſtitute ; afflicted ; tormented.”*.. pr 
They propheſied to ſavage monarchs, Wpc 
and a rebellious people; and nothing Mito 
but the neceſſity they were under to 

ſpeak—the conſciouſneſs of their d. 

vine miſſion—and their certainty of ar 


the he 
* Heb, xi. 37. 
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he events, which they forctold, could 


yer have engaged them in that miniſ- 
ry. A man muſt be indeed obſtinately 
credulous, if he can ſuppoſe that ſuch 
men knew they were deccivers--expol- 
ed themſelves to detection by hazard- 
el ing a lie of their own invention, with- 
ge Wout any one end or purpoſe of utility, 
which they could thereby ſecure to 
NW themſelves—but on the contrary ſub- 
n ecded themſelves to every imagina- 
ble diſadvantage, ſorfeiting ev'ry 
proſpect in this world, without the 
1, WF poſſibility of hope, in that which is 
o come. 


The miracles performed by Jeſus 
and his apoſtles, as was before ſhewn, 
have every demonſtration of reality, 

which 


E 


which the nature of the thing will ad. 


0 t 


mit. Unlike the lying wonders red 
deceivers, or the tricks of Juggler, 
they were ſo multiplied, ſo amazing 
performed on ſuch multitudes, who 


could not be miſtaken reſpecting the 
effects, which they ſeverally felt in e 
their bodies; not one of whom could ath 
ever be produced to prove a' collu- 
ton, though every temptation muſt 
have been held out to procure ſuch 
diſcovery; and when every avowal 
of the benefits received, expoſed the 
perſon to the bittereſt reviling, ex: 
communication, and even death it- 
ſelf—Is this probable, nay, is it mo- 
rally poſſible, if one, if all theſe mi. 
racles were deluſive, pretended, falſc! 
Muſt not then ſuch an imagination go 

to 


Ive 


UT 


| Wo the utmoſt bound of determined 
redulity ? 


Nor were the men who performed 
heſe miracles leſs monuments of di- 
ine power, than the miracles them- 
. Welves—unlearned, unſuited by edu- 
aon, habits, connections, to gain 
ny attention from their countrymen, 
et boldly ſtanding forth, and in 
oppoſition to power, wiſdom, influ- 


nce, and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms ; over- 


onqueſts, all preceding religious 
ſlabliſhments heathen, or jewiſh, 
erely by the evidence attending the 
mths, which they declared; animat- 
d only by one divinely inſpired mo- 
re, without the leaft proſpect to 


0 themſclves 


urning, which is the hardeſt of all 
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themſelves of honor, intereſt or a Hane 
vantage; yea, profeſſing to kno re. 
and expect, that in every place bondW 
and impriſonments awaited them; ani 
ſealing at laſt with unſhaken con. 
fidence, by their blood, the realit 


of the miracles, to which they appealWall 
ed, and the truths to which they bare 
teſtimony—They muſt have been ini 
deed of all men the moſt fooliſh, th 
moſt wicked, and the moſt mailers 
ble, if they had not in themſelve 
the moſt aſſured evidence of their 
own divine miſſion—To have ſuppol 
ed but one ſuch man, thus acting, thus 


ſuffering, knowing ſuch pretenſionsWet 
were falſe, and his miracles delu- 
ſions, is a great ſtretch of probability; 


but to ſuppoſe that hundreds—thou 
ſands 


E 


(Wands—living—dying—-dying under 
very torment that malice and diabo- 
ical fury could inſlict, ſhould uni- 
ormly perſiſt in the ſame avowals, 
hough the whole was a deſigned pre- 
editated lie; that the facts were all 
aſe, and that they knew them to be 
o—-Ah! let the man, who dares 
{vow his belief of this, be at leaſt 
ſhamed to charge others with cre- 


Wulity. 


Furthermore let any man read the 
Periptures, and obſerve the divine 
mplicity, which charatteriſes them ; 
et him compare the open face of 
briſtian truth, with the dark hints, 
he ſarcaſtic inſinuations, and the diſ- 
ngenuous miſrepreſentations of thoſe, 

who 


E103 


who have ſought to weaken the fore! 


of its evidence; and if after conſider. 
ing where credit is due either to met 
or facts, they can prefer the aſſer 
tions and credibility of a Rouſlcay, 1 
Hume, a Voltaire, or a Gibbon, to 
Jeſus and his diſciples, we appeal u 
the deciſions of candour, where cre 


dulity 1s moſt chargable ? 


There are many who affect to in 
ſinuate that only weak men, love 
mechanics, and women can belicvMe « 
the ſtrange things recorded in the 
Bible; they would perſuade us, thay V 
the wiſe and enlightened of exengece 
nation dare think for themſelves, andWau 
reje& what their reaſon cannot con 
prehend—It may be readily granict 


that 


„ 


hat the number of thoſe, who do not 


Wclicve is great, but let it be obſerv- 


d alſo, that they, who rejett the 


Woſpel evidence, are as averſe to the 


ofpel principles and practice. Many 
ff the wiſeſt and beſt of men however 
ill be found, to have lived in the 
aith of revealed truth, and to have 
lied in the holy comfort, which this 
ath hath adminiſtered. Was this 
ver really the caſe with any infidel ? 
e may die ſtupid or hardened, but 
e cannot die happy. 


Whoever reads Lord Littleton's 
ccount of the converſion of St. 
aul, or Mr. Weſt on the Reſurrec- 
on, will find that chriſtianity though 
lot derived from argumentative rea- 

ſon, 


1 


ſon, as its ſource, is accompanied H 
nl 


hi 
de | 
up 


the moſt luminous evidence, and vil 


bear the moſt exact inveſtigation- 
Theſe at leaſt were men as enlightenel 
and improved, as the moſt determin- 
ed, and ſupercilious enemies of re 


velation. 
aur 


We could appeal to names moden e- 


or ancient, if they were of any weight 
in the controverſy—--Men, whol 
depth of judgment, improved knov 
ledge, and high attainments in 4 
that can deſerve the title of wiſdom, 
were adorned by the moſt genuine 
piety and purity of manners, a Ba 
con, a Hale, a Leighton, a Boyle 
{not to mention thoſe of a later dat? 
which might appear adulation) wi! 

a 


L 4] 


ll the army of confeſſors, who have 
nlightened and amended the age in 
hich they lived But perhaps it may 


he ſomewhat ſtill more efficacious to 
uppreſs their overweaning affeQation 
pf ſuperior wiſdom to mention to the 
oderns, that Newton, Locke, Mac- 
2urin, are aſſociates with thoſe, who 
plead for the truth of the Prophecies, 


and for the miracles recorded in the 
Bible. 


Not that we ſeek honor from men 
or ſupport from human authority, the 
ruths of God muſt ſtand on their own 
oundation, and produce conviction 
y their own intrinſic power—Werc 
bey embraced as the concluſions of 
re reaſoning and received only as 
D - Ciceros 


3 


Cicero's Tuſculan queſtions, as mg 
probable, we ſhould only believe, 
though we believed not. To b 
known with efficacy, they muſt | 
te ſpiritually diſcerned.”* Our faih 
muſt not ſtand © in the wiſdom of ma 
but in the power of God.“ f Lt 
not however the diſputers of thi 
world imagine, that wiſdom ſhall de 
with them, nor impudently affirm tha 
chriſtianity will not bear the ſcrutiny 
of the moſt penetrating enquiry- 
When they have deigned to examine 
thoroughly the argument, they wil 
not perhaps ſo freely deride our cre 
dulity, and have at leaſt the modeſ) 
to wait till they can ſhow, that they 


ſtand on firmer ground of evidence 


than we do. 
4 We 


8 20 oF OE © + TA 
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We appeal to the ſacred records 
bor the reaſon of the hope that is in 
us, yet we reſt not here; profeſſing, 
as we do, that the arguments for di- 
vine revelation far outweigh all the 
cavils of its adverſaries, we acknow- 
ledge, and glory in the acknowledge- 
ment, that the faith of God's elect com- 
en not merely from moral ſuaſion, but 
muſt be of divine operation. 


Nr 
Be 


D 2 ESSAY 


W 


. 


ON JEHOVAH JESUS. 


Tuov ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve.” *ﬀ—-Divine honor 1s, and can 
nly be, due to the one true God, His 
lory he will not give to another, 
0 aſcribe it therefore to any but 
mſelf is the tranſgreſſion of the firſt 
nd great commandment, | 


D 3 To 
* Luke iv. 8. 


E 


To the revelation which God had 
given us muſt we be indebted for the 
knowledge of himſelf— The world b 
wiſdom knew not God; nor eve 


could know him, unleſs * he that 
te firſt cauſed the light to ſhine out of 
% darkneſs had ſhined in our heart 
* to give the light of the knowledge 
* of has glory.”* Without this ve 
ſhall know nothing of God as ve 
ought to know, 


The univerſal prevalence of ido 
latry in the heathen world, 1s amon 
the ſtriking proofs of the corruption, 
ignorance, and ſtupidity of the hu 
man heart. Whilſt they worſhipped 
lords many and gods many, F they 

continued 


— * 
* 2 Cor. IV, 6, + 1 Cor. VIII. * 
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mntinued in reality ** without God in 


the world ;”'* totally unacquainted 
th his nature and perfections; nei- 
er worſhipped, ſerved or obeyed 
m, as they ought to do. 


To us there is but one God, 5 
his is the leading article of the 
briſtian faith, If therefore in the 
relation, which he hath been pleaſ- 
d to make of himſelf, we behold one 
1 the human form and nature, bone 
ff our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh, 
aring in all the incommunicable glo- 
res of eſſential Deity, it can only be, 
becauſe He and the Father are one.“ 


MF The mode of ſubſiſtence of the 
d D 4 perſons 


*Eph. ii. 12. C 1 Cor. viii. 6. + John x. 30. 


expoſe our folly and our ignorance 


L380 4 


perſons in Jehovah Elohim, I pre. 
ſume not the attempt to explain 


would be as abſurd as preſumptuou 
“For who can by ſearching find oy 
* God, who can find out the 4 
„mighty to perfection?“ All tha 
can be known of him in our preſen 
ſtate, muſt be derived from the mz Wit 
nifeſtation, which he has made oc 
himſelf in his revealed word. To! 
be taught of God therein is the 
higheſt attainment of human wiſdom, 
Whenever we attempt to © be wil 
* above that which is written” we only 


% darkening,” as Job expreſſes i. 
** counſel, by words without knov- 
*« ledge.” 

It 


TC Job Xi. 7. + Job xxxvili. 2. 


9 


It is impoſſible to read the bible, 
nd, admitting the book to contain 


divine revelation, implicitly to re- 
eive its contents, without perceiv- 
ga perſonage of tranſcendent ex- 
ellence deſcribed therein, to whom 
Il the law and the prophets bear 
itneſs#—Of whom ſuch things are 
poken, as comport only with * the 
King, eternal, immortal, inviſt- 
ble,“ f—and yet attended with ſuch 
ircumſtances as are peculiar to the 
hildren of men. | 


Jeſus, the ſon of Mary, ſtands con- 
fſeſt by all who hold the chriſtian faith, 
to be the promiſed Saviour; © He 
that ſhould come, neither look we for 
D 5 another: 


* Luke xxiv. 27, a ek RAC 


E „„ 
% 


1 


another:“ but among thoſe, who pre. 
feſs to receive him in the character d 
the true Meſſiah, great diſputes have 
ariſen about the glory due to him and 
the worſhip, which ſhould be paid hin, 


Whether Jeſus Chriſt be very Gu, 
is a matter avowedly of the laſt con- n 
ſequence to be determined—It is no Wo 
an opinion of ſuch a nature, that ws 
may doubt of it without crime, or Wan 
diſpute without danger, but which 
reaches to the moſt momentuou; 
point, of what ſhall * be called God, Wt 


and be worſhipped;”* and the te-. 


ſult of the argument, muſt conclude No 

one of the parties, BLASPHEMERs, 0! Wn 

IDoLATERS. ] 
Whoever 


* 2 Teſla. ii. 4. 
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"ro. Whoever will be at the pains to 
roecruſe Mr. Jones's Dottrine of the 
[rinity, and to compare ſcripture 
ith ſcripture, will ſee the Man 
hriſt Jeſus in a variety of places, 
hearing the names poſſeſſing the at- 


ributes—- performing the works—- 
ind entitled to the worſhip, peculiar 
to the moſt high God, yea, receiving 
as his due, the adoration, worſhip 
and praiſe of angels, as well as men. 


It deſerves eſpecial remark that 
the two moſt auguſt appearances of 
Jehovah to his church, under the 
old teſtament diſpenſation, are in the 
ew expreſsly declared to refer to 


Jelus Chriſt, 


D 6 Was 


1 


Was the glory of God attendei ſai 
with circumſtances ſingularly awful WF of 
when the law was given on Mount of 
Sinai? We are aſſured, Acts vii, 38. , d: 
“This is he that was in the churchW th 
„in the Wilderneſs, &c. to whom 
our fathers would not obey bu 
*« thruſt him from them.” 


Iſaiah's viſion, Chap. vi. conveys 
to us ideas, the moſt ſublime and re- 
verential. I ſaw the Lord ſitting 
** upon his throne, and his train 
* filled the temple; above it ſtood Wh 
* the ſeraphim, each one had fix Wh 
wings, with twain he covered his 
* face, and with twain he covered his 
feet, and with twain he did fly; 
© and one cried unto another and 


e ſaid, 


14 


ſaid, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full 
of his glory—And the poſts of the 
door moved at the voice of him 
that cried, and the houſe was filled 
with ſmoke.” Now we know, John 
ll, 41. that, © theſe things ſaid Iſai- 
ah, when he ſaw is glory and ſpake 
of hz,” of this very Jehovah Je- 
us, who was in the fullneſs of time 
manifeſted “ in the fleſh.” Admnt- 
ing the authority of the application 
cannot but be demonſtrably evident, 
at He who condeſcended to take 
he form of a ſervant, and die the 
ath of a ſlave, was God over all, 
bleſſed forever :''* and *© from 
everlaſting to everlaſting the 
«© ſame: 


53 


* Rom. ix. 3. 
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ſame: t whether filling the tetnyl 
with his glory, or rending the aj 


with his dying cry; whether ſeated 
on the great white throne ſurroundet 
by his emerald bow, with all the holt 
of Heaven, and the redeemed prol- 
trate before him, and caſting their 
crowns at his feet; or expoſed on 
the croſs, naked, deformed with bu 
fetting and ſcourges, and expiring in 
torment, between the vileſt of male. 


factors. 


But I wave entering further into 
particular texts on the ſubject, which 
have been ſo often and ſo forcibly 

produced by others, who have vor 
thily employed their labours in de- 
monſtrating 


— : % 


+ Pſalm xc. 2. 


—— 
bh 
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obſtrating this important truth; ob- 


ning only, that the arguments urged 


om ſome ſcriptures, which ſeem to 


ly inferiority in the Son of God 
e fairly reconcileable, when ap- 


lied to the Man Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt 
oſe, which declare his eternal pow- 


and godhead, and ſpeak of him in 


haraters deſcriptive of, and appro- 
nate to true Deity, admit of no 


onfiſtent application, but as © in him 
dwelt all the fullneſs of the God- 
bead bodily.”* The very idea of 
greater Jehovah and a leſs, of a ſu- 
erior and ſubordinate God ſeems 
bocking and abſurd in the extreme, 


nd is as irrational and unphiloſo- 
ical as unſcriptural. 

There 
Col! ii. 9. 


E 


There are yet two general arg 
ments in addition to the particun 
ones, which deſerve conſideration 
and to thoſe, who admit the bible n 
be a divine revelation, ſhould appen 


deciſive on the ſubjett. 


— 


4 .£ 


=y 


— 


- 
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It is evident from multiplied paſſ 


— 


— 


ges which might be produced from the 


' 
' 


book of God, that one grand inten- 
tion of revelation is to lay the ax to 
the root of idolatry, and to lead ma 
to the knowledge and worſhip of the 
one true Jehovah; as God and 
** there is none elſe.““ The molt con- 
dign vengeance is threatened again 
thoſe, who dare to compare them: 
{ſelves with him, or affect likeneſs to 


[11m, 


* Iſai. xlv. 5. 


1 


m.“ But the whole tenor of the 
riptures leads us ſo directly to aſ- 
the this incommunicable honor to 


od our Saviour—they deſcribe him 
th ſuch perfedtions, and glory ap- 
opriate to eſſential Godhead give 
ſuch injunctions to worſhip him 
d record ſo many inſtances of pray- 
offered up to him, and of divine 
onors paid him by thoſe, who beſt 
new his charatter- and pretenſions, 
that it ſeems ſtrange to doubt, 
ether it is or is not the avowed 
urpoſe of the bible to inculcate 
hat all men ſhould honor the Son, 
even as they, honor the Father.”T 
or were it otherwiſe, muſt not the 
ery book, whoſe object and inten- 


tion 


* Iſai. xlvi. + John v. 23. 
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tion is to guard us againſt idolatry 


naturally and neceſſarily lead us int, 
that very crime? Would the only 
wiſe God our Saviour have left the 
poſſibility of doubt in a matter ſo mo- 
mentuous? Had he counted it rob. 
* bery to be equal with God,“ 
ſhould we not have heard of ſom 


* * . 
caution, ſome word of warning on 


the ſubject? Would he not have 
rejected every act and appearance of 
receiving luch Honor and worſhip from 
his diſciples with as much abhor- 
rence, as the propoſal of Satan him- 
ſelf in his temptation 2 But when the 
reverſe of all this appears, muſt we 
not conclude, that iſe who * being 
found in faſhion as a man, humbled 
| «« himſelf 

+ Philip ii. 6. 


E 


himſelf to death, even the death of 
the croſs,” was ever in the union 
the undivided Eſſence, God over 
all bleſſed forever;“ and that as to 


ſorſhip is no 1dolatry ; ſo to deny him 
his peculiar honor 1s to blaſpheme. 


The prejudices of education and 
ſhe pre-conceived opinions of men, 
Pie ſtrangely apt to lead them invo— 
luntarily to warp the ſcriptures, and 
ake them correipond with the ſenti- 
ments, which they have eſpouſed. 
Thoſe who have never ſeen or heard 
of the revealed Word, and are ut- 
terly ignorant of our diſputes reſpect- 


Sy 


ing the doctrine in queſtion, may be 
thought much more impartially to be 
called in to give their ſuffrage, than 
ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, with regard to a point, i * 
which they can be ſuppoſed to hay 
no intereſt or concern, Let a Chi. 
neſe Philoſopher, an Indian Brahmin 
or a Mahometan Mufti, have the bi 
ble put into his hands, and after: 
careful peruſal be aſk'd concerning 
the Chriſtian's God; and whethe 
Jeſus Chriſt according to the tenor 
of that book ſhould be worſhipped a 
ſuch, can there be a doubt what 
would be his deciſion ? He might in. 
_ deed, as moſt probably he would, re 
jed the book and its Author with 
abhorrence; but admitting the con- 
tents to be true, the claim of the in- 
carnate Lord would not appear in the 
leaſt equivocal, and the principal 
reaſon aſſigned for his rejection of the 

chriſtian 


1 


hriſtian revelation and of him, who 
tonſlitutes its glory, would be the 
ery ſame given ſo long ago by the 
ews, © That he being man, made 
F himſelf God,”'* 


If the book of revelation then, in 
s whole tendency, appears to lead 
s to the acknowledgement of the di- 
ine Glory, and to the worſhip of 
od incarnate ; and if they who can- 
ot be ſuppoſed to be influenced, by 
bur educational prejudices, Jews, 
Turks, and Heathens, would on the 
eruſal of it unanimouſly thus decide, 
t ſurely will form the ſtrongeſt pre- 
umption in favor of the poſition 
hich we maintain, that admitting 

the 


* John Xx. 33. 
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ourſelves, with regard to a point, if 
I 


which they can be ſuppoſed to hail 
no intereſt or concern, Let a (h : 
neſe Philoſopher, an Indian Brahni 
or a Mahometan Mufti, have che 
ble put into his hands, and aſter 
careful peruſal be afk'd concerning 
the Chriſtian's God; and whetich 
Jeſus Chriſt according to the ten 
of that book ſhould be worſhipped il 
ſuch, can there be a doubt u 
would be his deciſion ? He might 


deed, as molt probably he would, rF 
jed the book and its Author vi 
abhorrence; but admitting the c 
tents to be true, the claim of the 1 
carnate Lord would not appear in 
leaſt equivocal, and the princi ; 
reaſon aſſigned for his rejeQion of 

chriltw 


1 


riſtian revelation and of him, who 


nſtitutes its glory, would be the 
ry ſame given ſo long ago by the 
Wis, That he being man, made 
imſelf God.““ 


If the book of revelation then, in 
whole tendency, appears to lead 
to the acknowledgement of the di- 
e Glory, and to the worſhip of 
Wd incarnate; and if they who can- 
t be ſuppoſed to be influenced, by 
r educational prejudices, Jews, 
urks, and Heathens, would on the 


aſz] of it unanimouſly thus decide, 
uccly will form the ſtrongeſt pre- 
F 4 nption in favor of the poſition 
cn we maintain, that admitting 

the 


-"' * Tohn Xx. 33. 


1 


the ſcripture as a divine revelatg 
Jeſus Chriſt is to be worſhipped; C 
adored by all believers, as the tr l 
Jehovah—And therefore when | 4 
ſhall come to be our judge, ic 
who have robbed him of his elle" 
glory, and denied his eternal M | 
and Godhead, muſt be concludelf 2 : 


guilt and puniſhment, with ini 
and blaſphemers. 3 | 
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THE SUPERIOR EXCELLENCE 
OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, 
ABOVE ALL OTHER SYSTEMS OF 
=: :1c10Nn, wHicH HAVE BEEN 
4 PROMULGED IN THE WORLD. 


x diſtinguiſhed charaQteriſtic of 
4 m n is neither his reaſon, nor his riſi- 
1 ty: a nobler trait exalts his na- 
e, above all creatures of this ſub- 
ary world; that he alone is formed 
4 capactty for the knowledge, ſervice, 
SS and 


11 


and enjoyment of God. Religion u 
peculiar diſtin&tion, and his big 


dignity. 


No nation, I apprehend, hath 
been diſcovered upon earth, in vl 
ſome traces of religious opinions 
ſome rites of divine worſhip hae 
been found, however abſurd the 0 
or horrible the other. The uni 
ſality of the thing muſt have a d 3 
in the very ſtate and nature of mu 


The deſign of all religions is ul 
form and their object the ſame, 
placate an offended, and to plealeh 
holy God, 


1 
rom the human ſacrifice, to the 


ley cake offered at the altar of 
ir gods, the deſire of the wor- 


8 
h 


per was evident; to render the 


- . 
F Th 


ity propitious. But every ſuch 
ation implies a conſciouſneſs of 
nce, at leaſt beſpeaks ſuperſti- 
s fear, (for fear 1s the offspring 
guilt) and manifeſts an endea- 
r to regain the favour of the 
nded Deity. 


WT bat evil is in the world appears 
= the general confeſſion, as well 


* = 
ww 4 3 


by the religious practices of man- 
I d, to avert its effects. The moſt 


{ 
F pwledged and lamented it, and 


4 ired of the heathen writers ac- 
Fr 3 


ng! the inſtitutions of their le- 
E giſlators 
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one, has not yet appeared, | 


L421 


giſlators, religious propitiatory rl 
and ſacrifices occupy a conſider 
place. 3 


BZ 


The very general admiſſion 
ſacrifices into the ritual of all! 
tions, ſeems to prove their riſe frank 1 
common origin; and a more plaul! | 


1 


what has been ſuggeſted, that ! I 
are the traditionary remains 0 I 
inſtructions, whom God preſen I 
in the ark, and by whoſe poſtei 
the whole earth was overſpr: 4 
The vicarious ſacrifice of the 
mal in the place of the offerer tal i 
been continued, whilſt the gal 
object, to which it pointed, 
been forgotten. 


= 


rast the blood of a beaft was 
WS inadequate in itfelf to relieve 
conſcience of the criminal of- 
ſeems to be a truth deduci- 
from reaſon, as well as affirmed 
WM the ſcripture, nor could thou- 
i ds of rams or ten thouſands of 
ers of oil be more valuable. A 
riſice of nobler name than theſe 
s neceſſary, a ſacrifice, to which 
the divine inſtitutions pointed, and 
which all other ſacrifices, how- 
er perverted in their kind or inten- 
2, were derwed. 


Wot is iopoflible not to obſerve, 
. nitting the veracity of divine re- 
non, what a ſatisfadtory founda- 
for hope and confidence in 
1 d is laid, by chat great and 

| E'2 awful 


1 


awful ſacrifice, which is the pr 


The incarnation, ſufferings, and def 
of Jeſus Chriſt, both God and \l4 | 
in one Chriſt, © delivered for of "| 


N 

| 
minent object in the ſacred rec 

; 


offences, and raiſed again for g 
« ;uſtification,””* offer to the cu 
ſcience the moſt conſolatory grout 
for concluding, that * peace is c 
« pletely made by the blood of if 
« croſs;”t that © he is able to ſz 
to the uttermoſt,””| and that tg 
chief of ſinners have no cauſe #8 


deſpair, becauſe of the number 
magnitude of their offences v! 
he ſaith “ deliver him from go 
« down to the pit, I have found 
e ranſom,” | 

Comp! 


— 


* Rom. iv. 25. + Col. i. 20 || Heb. vi. ; 
t Job xxxm. 23. | 


9 rr 


E 


Compare this voluntary vicarious 
rige of the Son of God, with 
a W the inſtitutions and inventions 
men, and how “ poor and beg- 
Wrly” do all other methods ap- 


ar of rendering the Deity pro- 
ous! and how inadequate to the 
u d, which they have in view, to 
e cate an offended God! When 
is ſcen © in Chriſt reconciling 
he world unto himſelf, not im— 


| puting their treſpaſſes unto them!“ 
chen the juſt for the unjuſt makes 
ace by the blood of his croſs, 
bearing their fin and their puniſh- 
ent in his own body on the 


ree F—then the conſcience reſts 
the moſt ſolid baſis of confi- 
E 3 dence, 


1. 8 * 2 Cor. v. 19. 1 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
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dence. © There is, there can þ 


« no condemnation to thoſe who Ml 
« in Chriſt Jeſus,”* 


I enter not into all the abſur 
and cruel penances, ſelf-infli&cd of 
impoſed, at the folly of which ii 
ſmile, or ſhudder at their atrocinf 
But to name them is a ſufficie 
Evidence of their total inefficacy ff 
ſerve the purpoſes, for which the | 
are endured; a holy and offend 
God can receive no ſatisfaction tro 
theſe, they muſt tend to provoit 
bis diſpleaſure, inſtead of placalll 
dis indignation, 


Br 


„Rom. vii. 1. 


FE 9 


nut if che tranſcendent excellence 
the goſpel appears in the reve- 
ion therein made of a propitia- 
'F every way adequate to our 
ots and wretchedneſs; and fully 
F pable « of making the conſcience 
, . perfect“ from every charge of ſin 
| d guilt; will not its ſuperemi- 
Wnce alſo ſtand confeſſed in the 
Wattice, which it enjoins, and the 
Wecepts which it enforces. They 
e indeed ſuch as need only be 
| opoſed and conſidered, to be ad- 
red; and muſt extort acknow- 
| lgements, even from thoſe, who 
fuſe to ſubmit to the divine in- 
; nations, that they are worthy of 
od to ordain, and moſt fitting for 
Wn to obey—that they tend to raiſe 


E 4. his 


E 


his nature to the higheſt exaltaa 
of which it is capable—that ear 
under the prevailing and univeri 


Influence of the goſpel would 
the counterpart of heaven—and tl 
the happineſs of every individu 
and of all around him, in whateM 
relation he ſtands to them, is pn 


moted exactly in proportion to | 
conformity to the principles and ti 
practice, which the religion of | 
lus enjoins. 


It would lead me into a field ta 
vaſt to enter into the religious pri 


ciples and practices of all the n 


tions, with which we are acqua 


ed. How many things among th 


have been diſcovered impure, pt 80 
| a 


E 


Nee, cruel, horrible! How many | 
Pfurd and ridiculous! That a holy 
Jod cannot find pleaſure in thele, 
S would be needleſs to argue, but 
Wc the pureſt ſyſtem, of the pre- 
Wnt philoſophy, of Confucius, Cicero, 
& the Stoical School, and add all 


e improvements, which, modern 


believers rejetting, the ſcriptures, 
Noe deigned to borrow from them, 
d having grafted on the: ſtock of 
What they call natural religion, have 
eiended to produce, as its native 
Wowth; then let the purity, ſim- 
city, dignity, and preciſion of 
r adorable Saviour's ſermon on 
e mount be conſidered, and amidſt 
Sc multitude of other ſtriking pal- 
Nees in the ſcriptures ſtamped with 
| E 5 the 


[| 82 J 


the image of Deity, let the 196 
chapter of St. Paul's firſt epiſt 
to the Corinthians be weighed 
againſt all that hath elſewhere bean 
eſteemed nobleſt in the ſcience d 
ethics and morals, and I am conf 
tent that the preponderation of the | 
fcale ſhall determine, where the clear. 
eft, ſimpleſt, and moſt ſelf-eviden 
truths are laid down, by which 
can be beſt enabled to walk ai 
pleaſe the holy God. 


' { 
The regulations of the chriſtia ; 
ſcheme reach to the conſcience as vd 
as conduct; controul the will and dF 
fires, as much as the actions of men; 
admit of nothing ſecretly harbout- 1 
ed in the heart contrary to the 
purel R 


CW. 


vrreſt dictates of love without diſ- 
Wmalation, not only every ad of 


mmorality, impurity, violence, in- 
aſtice is forbidden—not only eve- 
y purpoſe of malice or revenge— 
Wot only every imagination of cor- 
| upt defire, and every motion of 
Pride, is branded as criminal, and 
orbidden, but the very oppoſite 
Wpirit and practice in the moſt en- 
Warged meaſure is enjoined. © To 
prefer others in honour to our- 
ſelves” #—* to be lowly in heart''t 
to love our enemies” —* to for- 
' give all injuries“ “ to bleſs thoſe 


who deſpitefully uſe us and per- 
ſecute us.“ T Indeed it is ſcarce- 
E 6 ly 


Rom. x. 10, 1 Mat. xi. 29. + Mat, v. 44. 


who curſe us—and pray for thoſe 


* 


= _ 


N 
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I 


ly poſſible to turn to a page of f N 


lacred ſcriptures, in which ſome 
the charatteriſtic peculiarities of | 


divine purity do not glow, and li 
the beams of the meridian ſun da 


on the narrow road, which leads 1 
up to glory and to God. 


Every thing in the book of ras. 
velation hath the ' moſt direct auf 


powerful tendency to produce tif | 
bleſſed effects, which it enjoins. 


The principle on which all pj 
ceeds is the pureſt, and moſt mig 4 
tily efficacious, © The love of C 
which paſſeth knowledge ſhed jw 


* broad in our hearts by the Haß 
Gh 


Sh 
Ghoſt given unto us.“ Obliga- 
Hons are ſeen and felt of ſuch a 


ure, as muſt forcibly engage us 
d conclude, that being © bought 
Vith a price,” and ſuch a price too! 
Bc arc bound by every tie of grati- 
de and duty to glorify God in our 
bodies, and in our ſpirits which are 
3% The mercics we have receiv- 
W; and are every moment receiving, 
l upon us to “ preſent our bodies, 
F ſouls, and ſpirits, living ſacrifices, 
holy and acceptable to God, which 
| is our reaſonable ſervice.” And 
Wery view of God our Saviour 
m the cradle to the croſs, and 
Wence to the throne, neceſſarily 
Wings with it, to thoſe who believe 
the 


— + — 


45 N om. V. Go f 1 Cor. vi. 20. I Rom. xli. 1. 


1 


the love which he hath unto us, ſuch 
powerfully conſtraining influence, 
that we cannot but judge. and de. 
termine, as the reſult of fulleſt con- 
viction © that we that live ſhould ng 
« henceforth live unto ourſchs 
« but unto him that died for us an 
*« role again,”* 


The power ſupplied in the go 
diſpenſation to carry its principe 
into effect, is avowedly that, whid 
is ſo much needed, ſo very defirabl, 
and ſo adequate to the end. Oi 
the weakneſs of the human unde. 
ſtanding, the wiſeſt of men are tit 
moſt ſenſible; and the bias of th 
human heart, notwithſtanding all ti: 
{ai 


* Cor. v. 15. 


1 
i pictures, which pride and ig- 


Worance have affected to draw, is 


Woo evidently proved by univerſal 
$xpcrience, to incline to corruption 


1 nd evil. If nothing great could 
: > atchieved, as the wiſeſt heathens 
W-(olved, without the Deity, ſurely 
he greateſt of all taſks, the over. 


uling the corrupt affections of ſin- 
ul men, eminently requires divine 
terpoſition. 


W In the Chriſtian ſyſtem this di- 
Wine aſſiſtance is promiſed, and all 


6 


We means and inſtitutions preſcribed, 
d us to ſeek it, with the aſſured 
Wixpettation of receiving “ exceed- 
mg abundantly, beyond all, that 
Ve can aſk or think.”* 


* Eph. iii. 20. 
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I will not enter at preſent ini 


the reaſonableneſs of prayer; m 
argue, that there is nothing abſur 
or inconſiſtent in the idea, that Gu 


may, and doth communicate to ou 
ſpirits, inſtruction and influence ; bu 

I appeal to thoſe who believe nit 
thing of divine grace, and ridicu:{Wtu 
the very idea of prayer, as ti: 
medium of holy communication, he 1 
cauſe alas! they are themſehe hn 
ſtrangers to all its bleſſed effect a 


appeal even to thoſe, whether Yn 
very expeRation of divine ſupp” 
hath not a ſtrong tendency to «i ir 
courage us, both to ſuffer and 

ſerve; and whether, ſuch as bj 


enabled to believe, my grace 
& ſuffice! 


89 1 


BS (ficient for thee, “ and to alk 
Pr it in diligent prayer, have not 
Wne powerful motive for patience 


— 


> 


4% * 


affliction, and for active duty 


the moſt ſelf-denying ſituations, 
& which thoſe who deſpiſe our 
ch and hope mult be utterly deſ- 
Nute. 


But in all religious inſtitutions, 
Ihich have prevailed in the world, 
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Þayer and application to the Deity, 
Inder the idea of receiving ſup— 
Wort and aſſiſtance, have been en- 
Pined. Compare then their view 
the Deity their prayers the 
Pojcd of them—and the grounds 
08 
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of hope which have been propel. 
ed in all falſe religions, and { 
if the chriſtian's God, and his fe 
vice is not as ſuperior to even 
other, as Jehovah to Baal in le 
conteſt by fire, for pre-eminenc: 


I have only to add, that th 
proſpect of the recompence of reum 
in view, is as fingularly in t 
chriſtian's favor as the principle a 
which he aQts is powerful, and th 


means propoſed for his aſſiſtance ar 
effectual. 


With regard to the glory, whid 
ſhall be revealed, there is in tt 
bible ſomething ſo tranſcendent) 


great, and defireable; fo wor!) 
d 
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f the creator to beſtow, and ſo 
ompletely adequate to all the wants, 
nd wiſhes of the creature, yea 
rpaſſing them: that unleſs I am 


ayed more than I can ſuſpett by 
rejudices imbibed, (and that we 
re too often ſwayed by them, I 
ill readily admit) the proſpett af- 
brded us, is the moſt inviting in 
ſelf, and the moſt powerfully ſti- 
lating to every thing noble and 
cellent, terminating, as we are 
lured, in the higheſt dignity, per- 
Aion, and bleſſedneſs, of whiclr 
r nature is' capable. The Elyſian 
Weds, the Mahometan paradiſe, and 
dhe low imaginations, that mark 
e origin, from which all other 
ems of falſe religion flowed, what 
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are theſe compared for a mome 


with the tranſporting view of i 
« far more exceeding and cetenif 
« weight of glory”* diſplayed int 
ſcriptures of truth ? 


Yet even the Elyſian fields cr 
Mahometan paradiſe with their 13 
tarus and Torments have ſome 
in them, to work upon the deli 
and fears of mankind, and 
far preferable to the darkneſs, 1 
gloomy doubts of infidelity, n 
hope ' of future rewards and dr: 
of puniſhment however falſe or. 
tile, they may really be, yet {oi 
as they are believed, they cani 
but tend to influence the conlcic 

4 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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conduct. They impoſe ſome 
Nraint from evil, and afford ſome 
Wives for duty, of which an un- 
iever on his principles muſt be 


Illitute. 


ir then the rewards of the chriſ- 
Wn revelation, and I may truly 
Wd, the threatened puniſhments al- 
are in the higheſt degree adapt- 

to enforce obedience, if the 
pets they afford, are the moſt 
y mating to virtue—if every view 
x cternal glory in the book of God, 
Wnolt worthy of Jehovah who 
ows the gift, and adapted to 
er the higheſt exaltation, and 
moſt ſupreme felicity, of which 


whole nature of man is capable 
| —muſt 


E 0 1 


—muſt we not conclude, that 


1 li 
the prattice of every thing pu 
worthy, and of good report; aff 
ſo far an internal evidence of 


have the moſt energetic motive 


tranſcendent excellence of the m 


which we have embraced. 


They, who are influenced the 
fore by chriſtian principles 
live in dependence upon div 
grace in the uſe of God's appoi 
ed means—and are in holy c 
dence looking for the promiſed 
compenſe of reward—-muſt in Ws 
nature of things, be better men, nat 
ſtrictly, purely, conſcientiouſly nl 
in temper and conduR, than 
as are in darkneſs, ſcepticiſm, an 

{deli 
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Wlity, and therefore deſtitute of 
advantages: and for the truth 
is, we may appeal to the hiſ- 
of mankind. Not that we refer 
De herd of Chriſtians, who poſ- 
W nothing of Chriſtianity, but the 
ne; and as more corrupt under 


Watcr advantages will be condemned 
Tyre and Sidon in the day of 
ment; we refer to the faithful 
ag. who live under the conviction 
the truth, which they profeſs to 
race; obeying, at leaſt habitu- 
defiring to obey, its injunttions, 
in the proſpe& of the expected 
walking in the appointed way. 
| h ever have been, ſuch are, and 
vill be, „che ſaints, who are 
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in Chriſt Jeſus,”* following h 

who hath called them to glory i 
15 virtue, they © run not as unc | 
* tainly ;“ but reſt in ſure » 
ſteadfaſt hope, that as they til 
walked with him upon the earth th 


ſhall ſhortly reign with him in b 
ven. 


* Philip. i. 1. + 2 Pet. i. g. f 1 Cor, u 
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E V. 


THE SUPERIOR COMFORT AND 
JLESSEDNESS WHICH THE GCOS- 
WEL OF CHRIST MINISTERS TO 
WHOSE WHO TRULY EMBRACE 
T, LIVING AND DYING. 


O be happy is the univerſal defire 
W purſuit : and as highly reaſonable 
Wit is natural, How to obtain the 
Welt meaſure of this felicity is the 
mit of wiſdom, and he muſt be 
dwed the beſt friend of mankind, 
can moſt clearly and ſatisfac- 
F torily 


VC 


w 


. — = 
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— 


—ů — — 


Y * 
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torily inſtruQ us on this momenul | 
fabjeQ. 


That miſery of various kinds t 
preſent portion of man is a truth if 
viſible not to be ſeen, and tou 
verſal not to he felt. We are ind 
** born to ſorrow, and trouble i 
« the ſparks fly upwards ;”* an I 
the clouds return after rain, tho 
perhaps with ſome intervening gle l 
of ſunſhine, affliction ſucceeds all 
tion, till the ſcene cloſes in the gr 
% and the worm feeds ſweetly 
1 


The ills of life, and the pany ln 
death have afforded fruitful mal | 


+ ö 
* Job v. 7. 1 Job xxiv, % 
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W contemplation to every moraliſt 
me heathen world, and they have 
aeavoured to ſuggeſt grounds of 
j nſolation to fortify the mind, under 
> preſſure of that load with which 
raality groans being burdened. But 
Wmuſt be owned after all the fine 
Wngs which they have ſaid, and 
och have been conveyed to us in 
W molt elegant language, that the 
Welt philoſophers are but miſerable 
yſcorters, and leave us juſt where 
y found us, the prey of preſent 
uiſh, and in doubt and dread of 
Nat is future. 


They ſuggeſt indeed arguments to 
gage us patiently to ſupport the 
rden, but the lever reſts not on 

F 2 ſolid 


1 


ſolid materials, the yielding bedg 
way and the load returns with al 
oppreſſive weight. 


The goſpel of Chriſt alone, vi 
brings life and immortality to 
provides the adequate relief for . 0 
man wants and miſery—lt ſweet . c 
I 


every comfort; ſooths every ſon 
=, 


ſuggeſts the moſt powerful conſt i 
ations ; and promiſes the all-{uf ' 
ent help of divine grace; not on 1 
ſupport us under the moſt affli t 
diſpenſations, but to enable u N 
count them all joy not with pr > 
pretentions to Stoical apathy, eng , 
ing us to deſpiſe ſuffering, but an 
the tendereſt feelings of the man, 


perinducing the ſpirit of the Chr 


I 
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which can verify the truth of 
t paradox, though ſorrowful, 
Wet always rejoicing.““ 


e beauty of virtue however 


hly blazoned hath little conqueſts 

p vaſt—the mental optics of mankind 
either darkened and incapable of 
Wing the power of her charms, or ſhe 
We bcwooed and won in a way ſo con- 
to every thing which our nature 
ates, and craves, that ſhe hathnever 
Neno met with one real votary a- 
g the children of men. The boaſt- 
ewards of her poſſeſſion are there- 
yet unknown, becauſe the man 
found who has a right to claim 


F 3 them 


®'g Cor. vi. 10. 
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them. That all have finned/+: 
a truth written as with a ſun-bean 


The goſpel proceeds upon, and 
monſtrates this grand axiom, and 
the proviſion made for man in 
preſent ſtate, confidered as a fin 
lays the foundation of all ſubſtan 
comfort and felicity. 


Two conſiderations are effenti 
preſent enjoyment, what 7 poſſe}, 1 
what hope for. 


What I poſſeſs. Admitting 1a 
inner, whatever outward advanti 
I may enjoy of health, abundaj 
honor, and all the goods of this ps 


+ Rom. iii. 23. 


1 


g life, {till one thing is needful, 
favor of an offended God — The 
Pprehenſions of his diſpleaſure, like 
Sc worm at the root of the gourd, 
Wl make every leaf droop, and every 

dwer wither, and without fome ſa- 

faction on this head, fear muſt for- 


Fer mar every enjoyment, 


Tube goſpel of Jeſus in this reſpett 
nds ſupereminently glorious in the 
lief which it affords to the conſci— 

ce, and the perfect ſatisfaction it 

ers to every one that receiveth its 
eat and precious promifes—God is 
re ſeen © in Chriſt reconciling the 

world to himſelf not imputing their 
| treſpaſſes unto them! The con- 


F 4 hdence 
* 2 Cor. v. 19. 


E 


lidence and conſciouſneſs of thi 
gives the higheſt reliſh to every pr 
fent enjoyment, © Eat thy bread wii 
joy and drink thy wine with a nen 
heart for God now accepteth ti 
works.“ Could I elfe eat my br 
with comfort, or reliſh the ſweet 
draught, whilſt the naked ſword if 

judgment, ſuſpended by the britt 
hair of life trembled over my dena 
ed head? 


But had I no ſenſibility of el 
felt, or greater evils feared ; if dow 
and darkneſs thickened round m 
the proſpe& would ſtill be dren 
and wring the bitter drop of ama 
into the ſparkling bowl of joo 

mz 
* Ecclel. ix. 7. 
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uſt die—the time is ſhort—to-mor- 
- perhaps the next moment—And 
hither am I going? Till this be ſa- 

W-factorily reſolved can I taſte enjoy- 
ent? or give ſleep to my eyes or 

Wumber to my eyelids in peace? 


The glorious light of truth beams 
m the eternal world. The gol- 
illumines the darkneſs of nature, 
= opens to my view life and im- 

Wortality—AI1l I poſſeſs below is but 

Ne carneſt of a better hope above. 

dare eat and drink to the glory of 
od, acknowledging the Giver in 
gifts; enjoy my mercies as from 
, and look forward with delight 
[4 d expeRation of greater and better 
W tore for me, when 1 ſhall © be 
EF. 5 „ abſent: 
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e abſent from the body and prefer 
« with the Lord.““ | 


The life of a Chriſtian has inder 
been often repreſented in a forbiddy 
view, as deſtitute of delight, cut of 
from enjoyment, and devoted ton 
lancholy—Falſe religion is ind 
moroſe and gloomy, placing e 
lence in will worſhip, and need 


auſterities, but the ways of Ji 
religion are “ pleaſantneſs, and 
her paths are peace”{—We are «Nj 
barred from nothing but what would! 
| prejudicial to our happineſs : and 
ny of the higheſt examples of chri 
an excellence have found experi" 
tally, that * godlineſs hath the pl 


- of 
« m 


* 2 Cor. v. 8, Prov. viu. , 


. „ — 


1 


miſe of the life which now is, as 
Vell as of that which is to come“ “ 


deed as our adorable Lord hath 


id, we have always *© meat to eat, 


which the world knoweth not of.“ 


But ſovereign are the diſpenſations 
Providence ; and we know, they 


Ge all wiſe and gracious—As ſuffer- 
Ws is the common lot of humanity, 
Wc faithful ſhare in it with their fel- 
vs, and ſometimes endure a croſs 

| cculiar to themſelves. —It is in the 


bur of affliction and the day of ca- 
mity, that the glory of a Chriſtian's 
pport peculiarly appears, for as the 


| ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo 


F 6 „Our 


1 Tim. iv. 8S. + John iv. 32. 


BW. ad; 


* our conſolation alſo aboundeth bf 
“ Chriſt.”® 


How poor are the arguments til 
Cicero, Seneca, Epiftetus, can (uM 
geſt compared with the ſuppom 
which the book of God afford 
is here in a diſtinguiſhed mann 
that we riſe more than conquem 
through Him that hath loved us. 


Afffictions to us are not the ſtroke 
of an angry God, calling for e 
tions, or only to be alleviated by i 
tience as inevitable; they original 
in paternal tenderneſs, and mark «WW 
kind intereſt, which the father of ni ; 
cies and God of all conſolation a 

1 


*' 2 Cor. i. 5. F Rom, vill. 3 


1 þ 


bis redeemed people. Whom 
W the Lord loveth he chaſteneth.““ 


Die defign of every croſs is to pro- 


ce more abundant good to thoſe 
ho are exerciſed thereby—No chal- 
ement is inflicted but there is a need 


for it; which if we perceive not 


the inſtant, we ſhall ſee, and ac- 
owledge hereafterf—-Our ſuffer- 
gs are liga) compared with what 
r Lord might juſtly have inflied ; 


pd leſs than our iniquity deſerves, 


that complaint is filenced before 
Wnſcious humihation—Support is aſ- 
Need to, and provided for us, by him 
s vill not ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we are able;”|| and 
who, 


eb. xii. 6. +1 Pet. i. 6. + John xiii. 7. 
T Le Cor. iv, 17, || 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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who, having been tempted hin 
can be compaſſionate from ey 
ence of our infirmity, and, tended 
feeling for us, will aſſuredly and li 


fectually ſuccour thoſe that are tem 
ed.“ The patience he works is 
earneſt of the bleſſing, which be! 
tends to beſtow, when the temptali 
* ſhall work peaceable fruits of ry 
teouſneſs,” + and they ſhall ripen 
to glory—Beſides it is but /r 
ment, and however ſharp the con 
the victory is ſure, © Our light au 
tions which are but for a mona 


% work for us a far more excecl 
and eternal weight of glory. 


* Heb.u. 18, + Heb. xii. 11. 1 2 Cor. . 
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In caſting thus but a rapid, tran- 
Wnt view on this epitome of goſpel- 
ſolation to the afflicted, how does 
outweigh in ſolid grounds of ſup- 
, all that moraliſts have written, 
philoſophers taught, as far as 
ſterling gold, the down of the 
ſtle. 


But when we advert to the cloſing 
Wnc of this ſhort momentary life, 
Wd death, however forgotten by the 

ny, or however, fortified with ſcep- 

ſm, the infidel heart may ſeem to 
Noe it, death, the king of terrors 
ances, to awaken the fears and 
pal the conſcience of the de- 
Ping ſinner ; what can then afford 


eam of conſolation, or ſtrengthen 


our 
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our hearts for that awful conflig? 
How poor, how contemptible, . 


inefficacious, are the ſurmiſes of 
loſophy, and the ſuggeſtions of 
tural religion? How dark, how gl 
my; to ſay no worſe, are the g 
ſpeas of infidelity ? like * the by 
ing wall and like the totem 
* fence,”* ready to ruſh down u 
and cruſh thoſe who take refuge 
der their trembling ſhade. 


But in the valley of the ſhadoy 
death, the goſpel of our great 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſhi 
with tranſcendent luſtre—--He i 
brighter than the ſun paſſed that v 
to his throne in heaven hath leſt i 

abidu 


* Pſalm Ixii. 2. 
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7 ding ſplendour of his luminous 


in to irradiate the untried path; 
promiſing his preſence and the 
Wit of his countenance bids us fear 
Wo cvil'* The evidence, which he 
Wh given us of his own reſurreQion, 
tson proofs ſure and infallible, and 
ve know him and the power of 

is reſurreQtion,”|| not only every 


Wror is diſarmed and every doubt 
Wpclled, but the aſſurance of hope 
dles in the heart © a defire to de- 
and be with Chriſt 1 marking 
delight the print of his footſteps 
the duſt of death, we ſee before us 
e expanded in the grave, the 
den gates of life and immortality, 
through 


35 Flalm xxiii. 4. + Adds i. g. 
p. in. 10. t Philip. i. 2g. 
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through which he paſſed, and fol 
him to a joyful reſurrection. 


Dare any ſupercilious unbelien 
call this a fond imagination—I cn 
lenge him to ſhew, that ſince the 
gilded this firmament, there was en 
a fact in hiſtory attended with t 
evidence, and atteſted with ſuch « 
racity, as accompanies our Loi 
reſurrection from the dead, and u 
fact eſtabliſhed, the reſt are adm 
corollaries from a demonſtrated ple x 
poſition, dc 


But call it credulity, call it en 1 
Gaſm, call it folly, what hath i 
dom, what hath ſcepticiſm, what ha 


theſe gationaliſts to ſuggeſt inits lte 
1 


1 


i can produce any ſuch deſirable 
eas, or be attended with ſuch hap- 
conſequences for the comfort of 
lind living or dying? By what- 

Fer fatal neceſſity, the infidel, ſuppoſ- 

| himſelf influenced, perſiſts in un- 
lief and tramples on the goſpel 


e and happineſs ; his attempt to 


Wpreciate theſe in the eſtimation of 
ers without offering them the leaſt 
Wuivalent, for the ſupport which he 
ours to undermine, muſt leave him 
Exculable to his own conſcience, 
Wd ſtamp him in the judgment of 


e uuly wiſe and thinking mind 
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F VI. 


=D THE UNIFORMITY OF TRUTH. 


U RUTH, like the divine Original 
om whence it poceeds, muſt be uni- 
@rm. God is in one mind; with 
Wm there can be“ no variableneſs, 
vor ſhadow of turning,“ 


Whenever he is pleaſed to reveal 


vill to the children of men, the 
whole 


* James i. 17. 


E 


whole will be perfectly confilalff 

nor is it poſſible that any thing « 
tradictory ſhould preceed frem h 
If there be any ſeeming difference 
paſſages of the divine record, ora 


darkneſs or doubt reſpetting his mea 
ing, it muſt flow from the imbecill 
of our intellects, or the corrupt 
of our hearts, which indiſpoſes u 
receive the truth in ſimplicity, 


godly ſincerity. 


The Scripture is not given u 
wax, for us to mould into ſhape 3 
cording to the ſize and fancy old 
own minds, but as the graven fg 
to impreſs its image upon us, vl 
the more perfeQly we receive 
greater will be our bleſſednels. 
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nl may be aſked then, What is 


Ich? I reply, If ye will enquire, 


enquire ye.“ To the word and 
me teſtimony,” *© Comparing ſpi- 
tual things with ſpiritual ;”T and 
pking up to him, who giveth 
iſdom and underſtanding to the 
ſimple.” 


That opinions manifold, and con- 
dictory, impious, and blaſphemous, 
e in every age been advanced as 
Wrived from the great repoſitory of 
Pine truth, the Bible, muſt with 
Nef be acknowledged. It behoves 
therefore to be on our guard, 
to take heed how we hear; that 
our 


fal. xxi. 12. 1 Iſai. viii. 20. 
Cor. ii. 1g. Pſalm cvix 130. 
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our concluſions, may not be the fn 


of prejudice, or the pre ſumptiom 
education, but the reſult of com 
tion. 


Let it be obſerved by the way, i 
the diſputes about religious opinilf 
have been often carried on with Wi 
much acrimony and aſperity, as 
too clearly demonſtrate, that wh 
ever party may approach the near 
to truth, the diſputants themſelve 


leaſt have not attaind unto it. If * 


ei 


viſdom from above is pure, pea 
* able, gentle, and eaſy to be ini 
ed, full of mercy and good (ru 
without partiality or wrangli 
* (adiaxęires) and without hypocri); 


* James iii. 17. 


Re. 


angry controverſaliſt will hardly 
vince us he is in the right—We 
Wit ſuſpe& that his underſtanding is 
| eftive, ſince we have ſuch evi- 
ce that his ſpirit 1s unſubdued. 


Winſt becoming the diſciples of men, 
enjoined us to ſearch the ſcrip- 
Wes that we may in them find the 
Wy to eternal life; and whenever we 
ſo with diligence, meekneſs, and 
er, we may humbly hope, that 
ever darkneſs may remain, or 
ake be yet entertained, (for who 
be perfect in knowledge ?) it will 
be of a fatal nature, nor prevent 


holding the Head Chriſt, and be- 
found in him. 


G The 


he great maſter hath warned us 
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The ſcripture containing a ſy: 
of uniform and conneQed truth, 
diſcover that connection, and tra 
the order of the parts, as forming 
glorious whole, ſhould be our « 
ſtant object and purſuit. Manyhy 
exploded ſyſtems, and oppoſed creek 
as being all human devices, but ſu 
ly it is hardly poſſible to read | 
ſcripture in purſuit of truth andn 
to form a ſyſtem, and a creed in a 
ſequence of the enquiry. Whaten 
others may ſay, or think, reſpedi 
our opinions, it is hardly poſlibles 
ſhould ſatisfy ourſelves in the fe 
ments we embrace, but as they an 
to us at leaſt a conſiſtent whole--and vi 
many concur in the ſame ſentime® 


and unite in the ſame confcſlion 
| {al 


10 J 


Im, creed and ſyſtem neceſſarily 
low. 


What right any man, or any body 
men bath to zmpoſe ſuch ſyſtem or 
reed on others 1s a different matter, 
nd may be anſwered without heſita- 
n. No man ever was bound, or 
er can be bound, by any authority 
mTived from God's word, to ſub- 
nbe to the opinion of another, con- 
tohisown; or to admit that to 
true of which his conſcience 1s not 
nvinced—Wohere any ſuch impoſi- 
dn ſubfiſts with penalty on refuſal, 
muſt be the abſurdity of cruelty to 
miſh a man for his opinions, which 
pend not on his will, but his un- 
ſtanding; and the abſurdity of 

G 2 folly 


L 


folly to ſuppoſe, that compelli 
man to an act of hypocriſy can en 
lead to the knowledge of the tru, 


pf 
But if a body of men, concurin 
in the profeſſion of what they bel 
a conſiſtent ſyſtem of divine tn 
form a number of articles expreſ 
of their faith; and in order top 
vent diverſity of opinions in 
church communion, in which tif 
unite, expect all, who chuſe to it 
| ſhip with them, to ſubſcribe thei! 
ſent and approbation bona fide # 
ex animo to the ſame liturgy, 
impoſition or hardſhip is to be cn 
plained of in ſuch voluntary ſubſcn 
tion, whilſt complete liberty is let 
others to refuſe their aſſent, and 


ul 


4 


a different opinion? and if acci- 


nexed to ſuch profeſſion, of which 
poſe who rejett ſuch a ſyſtem of doc- 


es would eventually be deprived, 


vided thoſe emoluments annexed 
them theſe conditions. They had 
ght to do ſo. The hypocrite, who 
kes his conſcience ſubmit to his 
venience, 1s certainly no acqui- 
on to the party he joins, nor loſs 
the party he deſerts. 


he neceſſity of conſiſtence in 
ument, and the convittion, that 
With muſt be uniform in itſelf, hath 
refore led thoſe who reverence 
lacred records to form articles 
G 3 of 


tally ſome worldly emolument be 


injury is inflicted. They who 


. 
1 
g 
5 
: 
9 
£ 
| 
1 
4 


* 
9 8 


, — 


— vr ——==— 


. 
. 

9 
þ 
F 
4 
. 

5 

4 . 
34 
. 
1 
TY 

i 4 

wy 

— 

CY 


1 


of faith and bodies of divinity & 
duced, as they conceive, from t 
word of God, and however dife. 
ent they may be in reality fr 
each other, every perſon accordiy 
to the ſyſtem, which he embrace 
ſuppoſes his own conſiſtent, and a 
cumbered with the leaſt objettion 


In all theſe ſyſtems, there at 
ſome general poſitions, in which 


profeſs to agree, ſuch as—the K 
ing of a God—his perfe&tions—uMl 
the neceſſity of obedience to li 


revealed will- but when we delcen 


to the mode of his ſubſiſtence- 


what his revealed will contains 
what are the principles—and vs 
the particulars of the obedient 


bia 
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tl 
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zich he enjoins—here they begin 
differ, ſometimes greatly to differ. 
Ei however great the diverſity of 
Winions may be found, it is cer- 
Wn, that but one can be true; and 
Wcly it ſhould be our firſt and 
ef concern to diſcover, where the 
truth lies. The guide is un- 
7 ing, and if we are not led in 
right way, the fault lies not in 
deficiency of information, but 
the ignorance, infirmity, or pre- 
Wices of the enquirers. 
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he primary grand object of all 
igion is to diſcover and know 
true God, and in chriſtianity 
e begins the firſt ſtriking di- 
Won of opinions bet ween thoſe 

G4 who 
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who confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is as 
in the eſſence of Jehovah, and y 
be worſhipped as ſuch, and th 
who deny his eternal glory at 
Godhead. Which of theſe opinion 
is moſt conſiſtent and correſponden 
with the ſcriptures of truth, I har 
endeavoured to ſhew in a forme 
Eſſay. I ſhall therefore here al 
nothing more, than that this has ca 
ſtituted from the beginning, in tk 
profeſſing church of Chriſt, the let 
ing feature, and the firſt grand lin 
of divifion, and given riſe to tit 
names of Orthodox or Heterodu 
I mention not theſe names as in. 
plying cenſure, or approbation 
thoſe, who maintain different ſents 
ments on this ſubject; to his owt 

| « malle 
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W maſter every man ſtandeth or fall- 
ech,“ and not at all by the opi- 
Pons of his fellow mortals. 


—_ Paſſing by the diviſions, which 
bſiſt among thoſe who are called 
eerodox, whether Arians, Semiari- 
s, Socinians or Sabellians, &c. 
ſhall confine myſelf to the con- 
Wicration of ſuch opinions, as prin- 
Wpally divide thoſe, who bear the. 
ue of Orthodoxy... 


Among the orthodox we may 
kon as admitted principles, the 
WI ritual nature of God—his triune 
ae of ſubſiſtence the eſſential. 
Winity of Jeſus Chriſt---and of 
| G5 the 


* Rom. Xiv. 4. 
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the Holy Ghoſt the expiatory i 
crifice, and ſatisfaction, made h 
the offering of the body of ek 
once for all---the neceſſity of fai 
in him, in order to our acceptan: 
with God---and the practice of tn 
holineſs, thence proceeding. BK 
when men come to explain then 
ſelves, reſpecting the exerciſe « 
divine grace and favor in the cn 
munication of this knowledge, 
theſe bleſſings to mankind, their i 
preſentations differ; and as tif 
proceed in the conſideration of it 


divine ſovereignty, and juſtice- 
the extent and deſign of the atom 
ment made---the nature and eff 


ey of divine grace---the tate ( 


the creature as fallen---the po. 
; 9 


131 J 


In which he is endued—- the free- 
n or impotence of his will in 
choice of good and evil---with 
er points of dottrine connected 
Wh theſe---the more they diſpute, 
We farther the lines appear diverg- 
WL from each other; and two dif- 
Went ſyſtems of opinions are form- 
each of which, we muſt ſuppoſe, 
cr deliberate conſideration of the 
Piect, hath been adopted by thoſe, 
o eſpouſe them, as moſt perfeQ- 
conſiſtent with the word of God 
d with themſelves. 


f Tueſe two grand diviſions are ge- 
Wally known among us by the 
Ins Arminian and Calviniſtic--- 
Wt that Calvin or Arminius were 
| G 6 the 


E 


the authors of theſe opinions, . 
know, that they were agitated i 
the Chriſtian church long befor 
thoſe men were born: but havin 
at, or ſhortly after the time of te 
happy reformation, ſeverally eſpail 
ed theſe different ſyſtems of opina 
—having occaſioned much invel 
gation, and many treatiſes to | 
written on the ſubjeQa---and prod 
ced ſolemn national deciſions 0 
theſe doctrinal and conteſted poin 
—their names have become d- 
claratory of the general tenor 0 
our faith in theſe diſputed poſition: 
It is a great abuſe, if names | 
conſidered as terms of reproach a 
either fide. 


11 


To enter fully into the review 
the Calviniſtic and Arminian 
Wntroverſy would demand volumes 
Wi:-ad of pages---too much has been 
Wready written in the ſpirit of bit- 

rneſs, and too little in the ſpirit 
W love and meekneſs. The ſubjett 
been largely treated by Lim- 
arch, Turretin, Uſher, Burnet, 
| ll, Goodwin, Wefley, and Top- 
Wy. They, who conſult theſe, 


> weapons, which ſcience and in- 
Wnuity on both ſides, and ſome- 
es J am afraid, diſingenuity can 
zeſt. Each preſuming their ſyſ- 
n alone uniform, and conſiſtent, 
chat of their adverſaries incon- 
vent and ſelf-contraditory. Truth 
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Il ſee the matter handled with all 
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is of the laſt importance, it deſery 
the cloſeſt inveſtigation. The @. 
peal on both fides is made to th 


oracles of God. They ſhould there 
fore be carefully read, marked, lean 


ed and inwardly digeſted: compa. 
ing ſcripture with ſcripture, as tk 
beſt interpreter of itſelf, and fine 
but one of theſe opinions can | 
true, it is clearly our duty to en 
brace that, which to us appears lp 
ported by the cleareſt ſcriptur 
Evidence. 


After diligent examination, as 
uſing the beſt helps I could pn 
cure, the reſult of my convict i 
I muſt acknowledge, has decided 
fixed me in the doftrines tems 

Calvinili. 
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Wlviniſtic. And I ſee them no 
| gere more conciſely and ſimply 
| [ ted than in thoſe articles of re- 
| ion in our church, to which we, 
W her miniſters, have given our 
nary aſſent. They exhibit to our 
We the moſt glorious and conſiſtent 


| xracter of the ſcripture God---open- 


Wolt fully and clearly, the corrup- 
Wn and guilt of all mankind---Ex- 
Win in the moſt ſatisfactory and en- 
4 aring manner, the great myſtery 
* Redemption wrought out by him, 
Wo is God manifeſt in the fleſh. 
Ney declare the neceſſity and cer- 
efficacy of his ſubſtitution and 

rice for the purpoſes to which 
as appointed. They aſcribe the 
WP" tranſcendent honour to God 
| reſulting 


11 


reſulting from the exerciſe of h 


grace as ſovereign and free, ig 
geſting withal, the neceſſity of nen 
neſs of life, and pointing out the md 
effectual means to ſecure, the fideli 
of the redeemed, in the exerciſed 
every holy temper, and in the pm 
tice of every good word and wor 


That this ſyſtem of religious trut, 
through the imperfection of on 
poor ſhort-ſighted underſtanding, 1 
liable to difficulties and objettioni 
muſt be acknowledged, but to mud 
fewer, and of a far different kn 
than thoſe, which preſs on the 0 
polite ſide. Admitting, (as we & 
ways mean to be underſtood in eve! 


ſtatement of our opinions) that 
wil 


1 


o ordained the end ordains the means, 
d that faith and obedience are in 
order of ſalvation inſeparably con- 
ed with the recompenſe of reward; 
the Calviniſtic plan, every ex- 
eon and ſentiment of the bible 
ak an uniform language and 
rpoſe, and lead to an adequate 
ect: While on the Arminian 
eme, we muſt either ſuppoſe that 


od does not foreknow the actions 
men, or that his foreknowledge 
es not imply a certainty of the 
reſponding event---that the ſal- 
tion of God never was, and in 
> nature of things never could 
certainly ſecured to any one of 
children of Adam, ſince it was 
the power of every man's own 

» will 
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will to prevent its taking effe@.. 
That Jeſus Chriſt might have die 
for their redemption, and yet ng 
one individual of the human nx 
have been benefited by his oblz 
tion. Theſe and other poſitions d 
a ſimilar kind apparently deducitl 
from the principles laid down þ 
the Arminians ſtrike me I own, a 


very contrary to the whole tenor dF 


the book of God. 


The language and ſentiments d 
our Lord's laſt diſcourſe, and WM 
prayer for his difciples---the doe 
trines and reaſonings contained! ; 
the epiſtle of Paul to the Roman 
with innumerable paſſages in 
other epiſtles, as well as the cc 

reſpondi 
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ſponding expreſſions throughout the 
ole book of God, theſe can ſcarce 
th any ſemblance of truth, be 


d, to be fairly reconcileable with 
y language or reaſoning, that 
inians conſiſtent with their princi- 
s could naturally, nay, as we ſup- 
ſe, poſſibly uſe. And as to the 
motion of true holineſs and guard- 
W againſt falſe hopes and carnal 
1 urity, tho' conſtantly ſuggeſted, 
ever great their apprehenſions and 
A dable their zeal may be; we join 
Wh them in equal jealoufy at leaſt 
W_ mulation for the advancement 
3 theſe great and deſireable ends; 
Wluaded, that on our principles 
ue more abundantly provided 
the one more carefully ſecured, 
and 
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and the other more effectuall prevent. 
ed. 


It is no doubt of the firſt impa 
tance to know * the truth as iti 
in Jeſus;* and ſince the ſcripum 
cannot contain oppoſite meaning, 
nor any paſſage in that book | 
deſtitute of one preciſe determinat 
ſenſe, it muſt altogether form ot 
conſiſtent whole, and it ſhould be 
our labour, ſtudy, and prayer, cle: 
ly, fully, decidedly, to form oi 
judgment of the truth revealed; 


Or 


and to © contend earneſtly for it 
„faith which was once delivered 
* the ſaints.“ T But let it be o 
great concern, amidſt the conttt 

tian 


* Eph. iv. 21, f Jude g. 
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on to ſpeak that truth in love““ 
that all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 


anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeak- 
ing, be put away from us with 
all malice, as becometh ſaints.” T 
ho we ſee, or think we ſec, more 
ſtinaly than our neighbour? If 
e judge of objects differently, ſhall 
e revile him, becauſe we ſuppoſe 
> has not as accute powers of vi- 
on as we have? 


Let the Arminian 'and Calviniſt 
erefore conſider wherein, and how 
r, they agree, rather than begin 
the moſt diſtant points of diver- 
nce, I dont mean that their 
erencies can ever be complete- 

ly 
* Eph. iv. 15, + Eph. iv. 31. 
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ly reconciled, or that they are u 
important. We certainly eſteemar 
ſentiments on the whole, both {x 
comfort and holineſs of the latin 
portance. But let us be careful 
to charge each other raſhly, wi 
conſequences, as flowing from i 
ſeveral principles, which they wi 
hold them, will in no wiſe adm 
as fairly deducible from them ul 
perhaps utterly diſclaim. 


＋ 


It would ſurely be moſt deſn G 
ble, even where we differ, a 
to preſent the ſmoother ſurfaces MM 
the oppoſing bodies, that they wY f 
approach each other nearer ai 
more harmleſsly, and not by ® 
collifion of their rough and ang 


poi 


E 


ints elicit the ſparks of contro- 
ry, till they kindle into the flame 


enmity. 


There are principles, that the moſt 
Pperienced in divine knowledge 
both parties profeſs cordially to 
jld. The guilt, miſery, and ruin 
a fallen nature—the atonement 
God our Saviour as the grand 
Wnmcdial means appointed for the de- 
Wcrance of the ſinner from the curſe 
( d wages of ſin, and the neceſſity 
W the Holy Ghoſt to enlighten, and 
ee our hearts in the image of 
a. Avowing therefore mutually 
dependence on Chriſt alone 
pardon, peace, and life eternal, 
tho 


1 


tho” in ſtating particulars, ve 8 
a different mode of expreſſion 1 
convey our ideas or entertain 
real diverſity of ſentiment in th 
manner of obtaining the faith, 2 
holineſs, which lead to ſalvation 
yet let us be cautious not to at 
thematize each other, nor condem 
any man, who profeſſes to beliey 
that there is no hope or redenft 
for a fallen ſinner, but in a cru 
Feſus, and whoſe lips and life git 
evidence, that © he loves the Lot 
Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity.” hi 
In 
P 
ec 


Mi 


ESS 


E UNIFORMITY OF OUR IITUR- 
GY WITH THE ARTICLES OF 
RELIGION, AND THEIR CORRE= 
SPONDENCE WITH THE TRUTH 
OF THE PRECEEDING ESSAY. 


HEN our venerable reformers, 
ving reſcued the church of En- 
nd from the errors and idolatry 
Popery, deſired to form the moſt 
edual barrier they could deviſe, 
unſt the readmiſſion of falſe doc- 
H trine, 


E 


trine, they drew up the thirty. us 
articles of religion, as the ſtandu 
by which the opinions of dh 
ſhould be regulated, who in futr 
were permitted in our communi 


to miniſter in holy things. 


As a body of men, ſo wiſe, f 
pious, and in every view fo reſpe 
able, muſt be preſumed to hur 
formed a ſyſtem of truth, in th 
own view at leaſt uniform and 
conſiſtent, the doftrines which wi 
publiſhed to the world, as thelib 
ſtance of their own faith, nd 
have one preciſe and determimate ms 
ing; and according to the fe 
affixed by themſelves, they cena 
ly intended the articles ſhould 


T%. 


underſtood, and received by thoſe, 
o choſe church memberſhip with 
em. To prevent all doubt on 
ſubject, they declare it to be 
> avowed intention of their com- 


ation, and of the ſubſcription 
ich they required, to prevent diver- 
y of opinion, that with one mind, 
d one mouth, we ſhould be united 
the ſame faith, and the ſame con- 
lion, and form thus one homoge- 


bus body. 


o ſubſcribe ſuch articles in a 
le clearly different from that, 
ich the compilers of them intend- 
muſt argue a very inexcuſable 
criminal ignorance, if not an 
or want of conſcience, and as in- 
H 2 excuſable 
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excuſable and criminal would it k 


to pretend, after having ſubſcriby 
them, that they admit a /atitul q 
interpretation, though the preciſa 
with which the dottrines are e. 
preſſed, forbid ſuch an idea, en 
if the very expreſs declaration, h 


it was their intention to prevent 
had not prefaced them, and x 
cially, when this latitude of interjn 
tion, pleaded for, is manifeſtly c 
tradictory to the whole tenor « 
the ſentiments of the reformers, i 
preſſed in a variety of their ol 
valuable works, as well as militatif 
againſt the liturgy, which theſe ns 
profeſs to reverence. 
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Yet not even content with la- 
le of interpretation for themſelves, 


„many high in honour and office, 
ho poſſeſs their vaſt emoluments 
ler the cover of ſubſcription, 
ok very unfavourably upon thoſe 
ho profeſs to hold what to us ap- 
ars the true ſentiments of the 
urch, yea, many times treat them 
th aſperity, and very unkind uſage, 
this account, making their hold- 
g theſe doftrines avowedly their 
ea and excuſe for ſo doing, than 
bich it is hardly poſſible to conceive 
y thing more unreaſonable, and 
ore contrary to every idea of truth, 


dor, and uprightneſs among. 
Nen. 


H 3 That 


on 


excuſable and criminal would it x 
to pretend, after having ſubſcribs 
them, that they admit a latitude y 
interpretation, though the preciſin 


with which the dottrines are e 
preſſed, forbid ſuch an idea, en 
if the very expreſs declaration, th 
it was their intention to preventi 
had not prefaced them, and che 
cially, when this latitude of inter; 
tion, pleaded for, is manifeſtly ca 
tradictory to the whole tenor « 
the ſentiments of the reformers, « 
preſſed in a variety of their 0 
valuable works, as well as militati 
againſt the liturgy, which theſe n 
profeſs to reverence. 
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Yet not even content with la- 
itude of interpretation for themſelves, 
ow many high in honour and office, 
ho poſſeſs their vaſt emoluments 
inder the cover of ſubſcription, 
ook very unfavourably upon thoſe 
ho profeſs to hold what to us ap- 
ears the true ſentiments of the 


burch, yea, many times treat them 
th aſperity, and very unkind uſage, 
n this account, making their hold- 
g theſe doctrines avowedly their 
lea and excuſe for ſo doing, than 
hich it is hardly poſſible to conceive 
y thing more unreaſonable, and 
ore contrary to every idea of truth, 


Wndor, and uprightneſs among. 
en. 


H 3 That 


1 


That the whole ſyſtem of t 
church of England is in perf 


correſpondence with the doctrine 
uſually termed Calviniſtic, it is d. 
ficult to deny, if the articles ax 
to be taken in their literal and gran. 
matical ſenſe; and I know of n 
authority that can admit of ſub 
{cription to them in any other 
No man who did not hold thok 
tenets, ever did, or ever would ex 
preſs himſelf in the manner, la 
guage and phraſeology therein d 
livered. For experiment's fake | 
a page of any work of moden 
divinity treating of a doctrinal ſud 
ject be tranſcribed, and the artict 
correſponding thereto be ſet ina 


oppoſite column, and let any mi 
0 


E 


pf the leaſt meaſure of diſcern- 
ent ſay, if they contain fimilar 
ruths, and convey the ſame ideas, 
reſembling the counterparts of the 
ame check ; or rather, if they do 
ot demonſtrate total oppoſition and 
Incongruency ; quadrata rotundis. 


Did a fingle expreſhon, ſtand in 
ſome dubious relation, that might 
admit diverſity of interpretation, the 
national mode of elucidating the 
enſe, would be by referring to the 
author himſelf, ſpeaking in his other 
orks on a ſimilar ſubjeR, it is thus 
e ſhould explain the terms uſed 
and ſentiments ſuggeſted by an an- 
ent Greek or Roman author. But 
n the articles of our church, the 
H 4 doctrines 
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doctrines are clearly, fully, preciſe. 
ly expreſſed - ſtand in a relation tg 
others contained in the ſame bod 
of truths, which ſerve to illuſtrate 
and confirm each other reciprocal- 
ly. And if we refer to the work 
of the compilers themſelves, in al 
the numerous volumes which they 
have left us on theſe ſubjetts, 6 
far from the ſhadow of ſuch inter- 
pretations, as have been foiſted on 
theſe articles, they all, uno ore, 
maintain one uniform ſyſtem of faith, 
Nor can there I apprehend be 
page from their writings produced 
which would countenance the molt 
diſtant idea, that their ſentiments 
were not ſuch, as they themſelves 
avowed; wniformly, and conſiſtenty 

Calviniſtc, 


Cal 


vin 


ing 


CO! 


ani 
for 


1 


Calviniſtic. Was there a ſingle di- 
vine of eminence in the days of 
Edward or Elizabeth, who dared 
ſuggeſt the contrary, without receiv- 
ing public cenſure as erroneous ? 
If there was one biſhop dignitary 
or inferior divine engaged in the 
compoſition of our articles, liturgy, 
or homilies who was not in faith 
and hope Calviniſtic, let him come 
forth and ſpeak on the behalf of 
modern divinity. - 


Diſputes among ourſelves have 
rendered us perhaps not the moſt 
impartial judges; let our foreign 
brethren in France, Germany, Hol- 
and, Switzerland, and every coun- 
try of Proteſtantiſm ſay, what is their 

H 5 view 
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view of our religious eftabliſhmen, 
with regard to the ſyſtem of doc. 
trines in the church of England 
Had there been ever a poffibi. 
lity of doubt to them on the ſub. 
ject, our embaſſy at the ſynod of Don 
muſt have decifively determinet 
their opinion, 


Some among us indeed have en- 
deavoured to ſet the liturgy at va 
rience with the articles, and to wrell 
that into their ſervice. They migtt 
indeed too frequently and fairy 
bring deſk verſus pulpit into cou 
and have a verdi& of inconfiſtency, 
but the articles and liturgy are like 


the viſions of Pharaoh, they ae 
one, 
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one, and the interpretation of them 
the ſame. 


From the firſt att of initiation 
at baptiſm, to the depoſiting the 
remains of the faithful in the duſt, 
the whole liturgy ſpeaks one lan- 
guage, which as I apprehend, they 
only uſe conſcientiouſly, comfort- 
ably, confidently, whoſe ſentiments 
ae really conformable to the pat- 


tern ſhewed them in the articles. 


Since all men are by nature 
children of wrath, and muſt be bap- 
ized with water and the Holy 
Ghoſt, before they can enter into 
te kingdom of God, our church 
almits infants to the ſcal of the 

H 6 covenant 
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covenant as being in the judgment of 
charity elect children, as the children 
of profeſſionally believing parent; 
and receiving additional ſecurity, 
for their being taught as ſoon 2 
they ſhall be able to learn, the 
ſolemn profeſſion made for them, 
and the obligations thence reſulting, 


Now according 'to the analogy 
of our ſentiments, to be ele&, and 
regenerate of the Holy Ghoſt are, 
as links in the ſame chain, inſepar- 
able; that is to ſay, every regen- 
erate perſon is ele, and every 
ele perſon © choſen from the be- 
« ginning to falvation, through ſanc- 
« tification of the Spirit, to obedi- 
** ence.”* The ſeals of the covenant 


ale 


# 2 Theſſ. ii, 13. 1 Pet. i, 2. 
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are appropriate to thoſe only, who 
have an intereſt in the bleſſings of 
it. 


We ſcarce begin to articulate 
before every perſon, I will not ſay, 
of devotion, but even decency, 
thinks it fitting, that his infant ſhould 
learn the Lord's prayer. In the 
preface to which our reformers have 
taken very particular care to remind 
us, that we ſhould inform the child, 
he can do nothing pleaſing to God, 
vithout his ſpeczal grace, for which 
he muſt aſk in diligent prayer, this 
being the privilege, as well as the 
duty of every ele child. 


The 
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The fpecia/ily of grace is the con. 
ſequence of the ſentiments adopted, 
Thoſe who maintain the dottrine 
of predeſtination to life, and none 
beſides, can conſiſtently admit d 
ſuch ſpecial! and peculiar grace, I 
ſpecial and peculiar, then not com- 
mon or univerſal. 


The firſt moment our memory i 
capable of forming ideas of divine 
things, that excellent epitome 0 
truth, the church catechiſm is it- 
filled into us. There in the en 
poſition of the apoſtles creed, vt 
are informed that the Holy Ghol 
ſanQifieth me and all the eleft profit 
of God, and I as baptized into the 


faith of God's ele, expreſs m 
perſuaho! 


1 J 


perſuaſion of union with them; be- 
ing one body, we are all animated 
by the ſame Spirit. The redemp- 
tion is complete, perfect, eternal, for 
the whole body of the church, em- 
bracing all mankind, not every in- 
dividual of the human race, but all 
without national peculiarity, barba- 
ran, ſcythian, bond or free, all ta- 
ken and called out of every tongue, 
and people, and kindred, and nation. 
The Holy Ghoſt whoſe peculiar 
office it is to take of the things of 
Chriſt and to ſhew them to us, 
manifeſts the elect people of God 
Dy enlightening their minds to em- 
mace the redemption, and divine- 
y influencing their hearts with ſpe- 
al and efficacious grace, faith work- 


ing 


1 


ing by love, and bringing forth fruit 


unto eternal life. Thus all is fm. 
ple, conſiſtent, uniform. 


When we are grown up and ca- 
pable of joining with intelligence 
in the church ſervice, (and high 
neceſſary it is we ſhould know the 
import of our own prayers, and pray 
with the ſpirit and pray with the 
underſtanding alſo) we are called 
upon to aſſemble in the houſe d 
God, and join in the form of ſound 
words contained in the book of com 
mon prayer, and they who neglet 
to do ſo, being profeſſionally men- 
bers of the church, give an ute 
quivocal proof, that they at leit 


have no part or lot in the matter 
Tix 


11 


The whole tenor of this liturgi- 
cal ſervice from the beginning to 
the end correſponds with the 1deas 
before ſuggeſted. The elett as re- 
deemed from ſin and death, through 
the atoning blood, approach the 
throne of grace—are aſſured of par- 
don and abſolution—obtain grace 
to help in every time of need— 
and are as really ſtrengthened and 
freſhed in their ſouls by the 
body and blood of Chriſt, as 
heir natural bodies are by bread 
nd wine. He makes his choſen 
eople joy ful: we dwell in Chriſt, and 
briſt in us, we are one with Chriſt, and 
lriſt with us, we are his family, his 
Pct, the ſheep for whom he laid 
own his life. We are taught to 
tercede for Jews, Turks, and In- 

hdels, 
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fidels, but it is that they may be e 
ſaved according to the election of WM Vi! 
God, among the remnant of the tru: 

Vraelites. As to ourſelves, we c. | 
knowledge, that it is his ſpecial grace bu 
PREVENTING us, that doth put in Wil 09: 
our minds good deſires, and we pray chi 
that he would continually help us «Mi land 
bring the ſame to good effect, that cor 
thine elect in one holy communion ang 
fellowſhip, we may come to thoſe un. WW 
ſpeakable joys, which thou haſt prepart, and 
To multiply quotations would be WWF” 
endleſs, where every collect proceed king 
upon and expreſſes the ſame prin- time 
ciples, avouches theſe peculiar ſen- Ver 
timents, and teaches us to uk 


language and expreſſions, which only 
cat 


E 


can flow from, and are compatible 


with the fazth of God's eleft, 


And when we aſſemble to pay 
our laſt mournful reſpetts to the 
bodies of our departed brethren, 
dying as they lived in the Lord, 
ace the Spirit and the Bride ſay 
come, we reply in the correſpond- 
ing language of believing prayer 
that it may pleaſe our adorable Lord 
and Saviour ſhortly to accompliſh the 
number of his eleft and to haſten his 
lingdom. Theſe expreſſions and ſen- 
iments all unequivocally ſpeak, (if 
vords can ſpeak) the true faith of 
our church, and of all its real mem- 
ders —Any alteration therefore ſo 
oſten pleaded for, either by ſuppreſ- 

ſing 
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ſing articles obnoxious or totally 


aboliſhing ſubſcription would really 
make no difference unleſs the whole 
of the liturgy ſhould be diſpenſed 
with, or new modelled, and even 
then the matter would not be mend. 
ed. Are our prayers, if we uſe 
them at all to take their model from 
opinions Arminian, Socinian, Arian, 
or Deiſtical? for conſiſtency and 
uniformity muſt be admitted as ne- 
ceſſary by every man of any pre- 
tence to truth and religion. The 
ſame objefions would commence 
againſt any new form of prayer, and 
if I miſtake not with redoubled 
violence. I own, though nothing 


of human compoſition can be pet- 


fettly 


et 
pal 
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ſe&ly unexceptionable, I am very 
partial to the old one. 


I pretend not to afhrm, that be- 
cauſe the church of England fo 
believes, the argument 1s concluſive, 
that it muſt be true: I affirm only, 
that it muſt be concluſive againſt 
all who profeſs to be members of 
her communion. 


That the articles, homilies, and 
liturgy taken in their literal and 
grammatical ſenſe, ſpeak uniformly 
one ſyſtem of divine truth, and that 
this, and this alone, we who are 
miniſters of her communion are 
bound to preach and teach, has been, 
hope clearly demonſtrated. And 
I 
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I appeal to Jews, Turks, and In. 
dels, as well as every Proteſtan 
church in the world for the juſtice 
of the plea, and the truth of the 
argument. 


But if I have failed of demon. 
ſtrating to others, what has appear- 
ed ſo evident to myſelf, and ſhoult 
many among my brethren ſuppoſe 
themſelves ſtill juſtified in giving: 
different interpretation to the ex- 
preſſions we mutually concur in em- 


ploying, 


Hanc faltem veniam damus petimusque vicſſin.* 


Let not thoſe who conſider the 


whole of the queſtion with impar— 


tiality, 


* Let us grant each other at leaſt mutual 
indulgence, 
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nality, reſuſe us the acknowledgment, 
that the view of truth preſented in 
the preceding pages is ſupported 
by no contemptible force of Evi- 
dence, nor treat ſuch as hold the 
dodtrines for which we plead, as 
irrational and abſurd. They will, 
| truſt, find them, on deeper and 
more mature conſideration, if not 
concluſive to produce convittion, 
in themſelves at leaſt, ſufficiently 
powerful to entitle us who maintain 
them, to their candor and reſpeR. 


k VIII. 


ON THE FEWNESS OF THOSE WHO 
SHALL BE SAVED, 


Thar the redeemed of the Lord, 
when they are collected together out 
of every kindred and tongue and peo- 
ple and nation and language, will be a 
multitude which “ no man can num- 
* ber,” is a truth which ſhall be glo- 
nouſly verified in the day, when God 
hall accompliſh the number of his 
elect and haſten his kingdom; but 

I that 


E 


that they are and ever have been in 
every age or country comparatively 
few, it ſeems impoſſible to doubt 
without rejecting the moſt explicit 
teſtimonies of him that cannot lie. 


The idea of eternal miſery and tor. 
ment is ſo painful to our minds, and 
bears ſo hard on our ſelf-love and na- 
tural preſumption, that we feel reluc- 
tant to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God; and notwithſtanding all the de- 
clarations of his word, would fain ex- 
tend the pale of ſalvation, ſo far at 
eaſt, as to include ourſelves, But 
when ve come to the inveſtigation of 
the. truth, it matters not, what out 
fond imagination would wiſh or ſup- 
poſe, but what the will of unerring 

170 Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and inflexible juſtice hath 
determined, and what his unchangea- 
je word hath declared. Thus and 


c 
2 
_ 4 - - 


«thus ſaith the Lord,” nor dare we { 
lep one line beyond the ſacred cir- 5 1 
a 

If we refuſe to bow down'in ſi- E! 


lence before him, and ſubmit to the 
decifions of his revealed word, we 
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may indeed indulge the reveries of in 
412 


falſe hope, and ſceptical deluſion, 

but it will be found at laſt, that there 

a lie in our right hand,”* and that 

the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall 
1 


12 Suppoſing 


— — 


* Ifai, xliv. 20. 1 Prov. xix. 21. 
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Suppoling myſelf therefore at pre. WW Th 
ſent reaſoning with thoſe, who ar Han 
willing to be ſhut up within the ſacred W« + 
circle of revealed truth, there will be Wil 
little difficulty in the fulleſt confi. Wh 
mation of the poſition, which is laid Writ 


down that there are few that ſhall MW | 
*« be ſaved.”t the 
ſha 


Nor need we at all dread the ab. 
ſurd idea of uncharitableneſs. The WM 
nobleſt and moſt exalted charity is to 
preſerve immortal ſouls from the ei 
rors of vain hope and falſe conh- 
dence, and to exert every vigorous 
effort to carry that knowledge vhich 
bringeth ſalvation into the regions 0! 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death. 

The 


+ Matt. vii. 14. 


4 


The truth muſt remain eternally the 
ame, * whether men will hear, or 
« whether they will forbear.”* Nor 
will the deluded thank their deceivers, 
who have rocked the cradle of ſecu- 
ity, crying, Peace, peace, and 
„there is no peace,” when cloſing 
their eyes dreaming of Heaven, they 
ſhall lift them up in torment, 


It is impoſſible to read the book of 
Cod with any attention, without ob- 
ſerving the expreſs declaration, re- 
peatedly made, after deſcribing the 
works and characters of different ſorts 
omen, that © they who do ſuch 
"things ſhall not inherit the king- 
I 3 dom 


” Ezek. ii. 5. Jere. vi. 14. 
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dom of God. f To ſave the troy 
ble of tranſcribing, and engage you 
to an attentive conſideration of th 
ſcriptures themſelves, read and del. 
berately meditate upon the followin 
paſſages of the bible: 1 Cor. vi. g, 10 
Gal. y. 19, 21. Epheſians v. 5,6 
Philip. iii. 18, 19. Romans i. 25, 44 
Rev. xxi. 8. Rev. xxii. 18. Thek 
are but a few out of the many quot 
tions, which might be adduced i 
proof of the doctrine adyanced, exhi 
biting more multiplied characters d 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs and 
enlarging the number of thoſe, + 
gainſt whom * the wrath of God | 
* revealed from Heaven. 4 


NO 


7 1 Cor. vi. 9. 2 Rom. 1. 18. 
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Nor is it merely where the brand 
is feen viſibly in the right hand, or 
on the forehead of thofe, who do ſuch 
things, that the excluſion from God 
and glory reſts. To enter in at the 
trait gate, which leadeth unto life, 
requires a ſtruggle and conflict againſt 
corruption within, and an enſnaring 
world without, which few are diſpo- 
ſed to undergo and therefore, there 
„are few who find it.“ . When the 
groſſer pollutions of the world may 
have been avoided, the real change 
of heart and life eſſential to good 
hope may be unknown. A man 
" muſt be born of the ſpirit before 
he can ſee the kingdom of God”F— 
he muſt have not merely the form, but 

4 the 
} Matt. vii. 14. } John iii. 3. 
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the power of godlineſs, “ continuing 
© inſtant in prayer—fervent in ſpiri 
© — ſerving the Lord.“ Let the 
temper and character of the faintz 
which are in the earth and of thoſe 
who excel in virtue, as deſcribed in 
our charter of life, be conſidered, 
and in the view of the paucity of 
thoſe, who have any ſuch good hope 
through grace, ſhall we not be ready 
to cry out with the diſciples, © Who 
then can be ſaved.”? 


All truly ſerious men of every de. 
nomination in whatever other opinl- 
ons they may differ, in this at leaf 
they will agree. Whether ſuchaone be 
Calviniſt or Arminian, he will admit, 

that 


+ Rom. xii. 11, 12 Luke xvi. 2b, 


5 


that faith in all the redeemed worketh 
by love, and that without righteoul- 


neſs and true holineſs, the profeſſion 
of religion is but hypocriſy, and 
chriſtianity but a name. Since then 
on both ſides it is admitted that“ He 
that believeth only can be ſaved, 
and that © without holineſs no man 
* ſhall ſee the Lord,“ how can one 
ſoul more be ſaved on the Arminian 
plan, or one leſs by the Calviniſtic ? 
No conſiſtent Calviniſt ſuppoſes ſal- 
vation attainable, but as ** we are 
*created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
" works, God having before ordained 
* that we ſhould walk in them,”* and 
every Arminian muſt join with him 

1 5 in 

Mark xvi. 16. ft Heb, xii. 14. 
* Epheſ, ii. 10. 


1 


in the anathema againſt * all who love 
not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fince. 
rity, T and live not for him, who 
died for us.” But how few they are, 
who thus walk, and abide in his love, 
is too evident to admit of a doubt, 
and too afflictive, not to occaſion real 
cauſe of grief to every good man. 


Caſt your eyes on the map of thi 
terreſtrial globe and ſee how comps 
ratively ſmall is the portion enlight- 
ened by the Sun of Righteouſnel; 
and the bright beams of his revealed 
truth. Conſider in this ſpace that by 
far the moſt extenſive part hath de- 
baſed the Chriſtian name with the 
falle pomp of worſhip, and all the 

1dolatr) 


4 1 Cor, xvi. 22, 
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idolatry of heatheniſm.—Obſerve the 
deplorable ignorance and ſuperſti- 
ion, the errors and falſchoods in 
doctrine and practice, that have over- 
ſpread not only the Romiſh, but the 
Greek, Armenian, and Coptic 
Churches, by which the fair features 
of truth are ſo diſguiſed, that it is 
hardly poſſible to diſcern a trace of 
ber original beauty. Some perhaps 
may yet be found in the midſt of 
this Egyptian darkneſs, and theſe 
groſs abominations, whom the life- 
giving word of God's book may 
reach, and who like the ſeven thou- 
land in the days of Iſrael's apoſtacy, 
God's' ſecret ones, have not bowed 
the knee to the image of Baal: but 
kt every man, who hath travelled 
<6 through 


3 


through theſe countries, with any real 
knowledge of the grace of God in 
his own heart, bear record and con- 
feſs how few he hath ever met with 
in theſe regions of darkneſs, and the 
ſhadow of death, who appeared real 
followers of the Son of God, in the 
regeneration, 


Nor do the Proteſtant churches 
abroad exhibit a much more favora- 
ble appearance. In Germany, 
France, Holland, nay even Suit 
zerland, and Geneva once fo illuſ— 
trious; it can be no ſecret to any 
perſon, who examines into the ſtate 
of religion and religious ſentiments 
among them, how general is the de- 


fection from the principles of the 
firl 


| 


firſt reformers. A philoſophichal 
ſpirit among the learned hath ſup- 
planted © the ſimplicity which is in 
© Chriſt.” and diſſipation, worldly 
mindedneſs, indifference and luke- 
warmrfeſs, have ſhed their bancful 
influence on the multitude, 


Amidſt all the overflowings of un- 
zodlineſs, for our honour and com- 
fort be it noticed, in the realms, 
which own the Britiſh ſway, more 
vital Chriſtianity will, I believe, be 
found, than in any nation under 
Heaven, And yet among us, the 
number who“ walk in the light, as 
children of the light, 4 is compara- 
uvely diminutive. But truth will be 


called 
92 Cor. xi. 3. ＋ Eph. v. 8. 
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called reviling, and juſt cenſure, a. 
buſe. Moſt cordially do I wiſh ny 
judgment erroneous : may the num. 
ber of the faithful among us exceed 
an hundred fold my fears! But let 
me ſpeak my preſent convittions; 
The Searcher of Hearts knows, it is 
not in a ſpirit of virulence, but of 
fidelity and love to mankind. 


We. might appeal to proclamations 
for the notoriety of prevailing diſſpz- 
tion, vice and prophaneneſs, incom- 
patible with every idea of religion; 
but he that runs may read it, in every 
rank of life from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, The whole head is ſick, 
and the whole heart is faint : from 
„the ſole of the foot, even to the 

head 
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* head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, 
but wounds, and bruiſes and pu- 
* trifying ſores.” 9 The body of the 
nation exhibits. the figure of a loath- 
ſome carcaſs, inſtead of a church 


walking in the beauty of holineſs. 


May I without the charge of pre- 
ſumption look, up to him, who fitteth 
on the throne : whoſe perſon, I re- 
verence, and whoſe office, I honour ; 
too far removed in obſcurity from the 
ſphere of majeſty to form a judg- 
ment, and only by report aſſured, 
that his eminence of ftation ſhines 
but the more reſplendent in the prac- 
uce of every domeſtic excellence, 
let me not therefore be charged as 

* ſpeaking 
& Iſai, i. 5, 6. 
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* ſpeaking evil of dignities,” or * re. 


* viling the ruler of my people,” if 
dare ſuggeſt to his conſideration, that 
if, as our civil head, among thoſe who 
moſt nearly approach his perſon, and 
manage his chief offices of ſtate, in 
whom he has promiſed by proclama- 
tion to ſuffer no immorality uncheck. 
ed; if among theſe pillars of his 
throne, there ſhould be found men, 
infidel, profane, impure, drunken, 
the ſlaves of paſſion and pride, and 
ſold to work wickedneſs, will not a 
portion of ſuch guilt reſult on their 
maſter, when giving account to Him, 
by whom kings reign? And it 3 
head of the church its moſt important 
ſeats be filled without reſpect to fide- 
lity, zeal or reſemblance to Hin 


ho 
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who died on the croſs, and now fit- 
teth on the eternal throne ; if influ- 


ence, intereſt or worldly conſidera- 
tons have determined the choice, 
and thoſe are ſet up to feed the flock 
of Chriſt, whoſe uniform ſyſtem of 
earthly mindedneſs, indolence, and 
ambition, to ſay no more, demon- 
ſtrate that they have never entered 
into the fold by the Door, but climb- 
ed to theſe ſummits of eminence ſome 
other way—When He who is the 
preat Head of the church, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, ſhall ap- 
pear, for ſuch advancements will 
there not be reſponſibility? The 
brows encircled with a diadem, ſtand 
n a ſtate of awful pre-eminence. 

Before 
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Before the judge of quick and dead, Wi/- 
there is no reſpett of perſons. f utu 


Turn we to the higher ranks Ming 
life : it is obvious © not many wiſe, ux 
* not many mighty, not many noble evi] 
are called. Pride, ambition, be. 
worldly purſuits, conteſts for power, WW" 
or ſenſual indulgences occupy the fave 
great. Not that their vices are more de 
or greater than thoſe of their infer WW 
ors, but they are more conſpicuous, 
If forgetfulneſs of God—If the mol 
open diſregard for the ſabbath—If an 
univerſal negleft of God's worſhi 
public and private If the utter de. 
ſertion of the table of the Lord—un 
leſs, horrible to tell! merely to qu 

lify= 


+ Epheſ. vi. . + 1 Cor. i. 26. 
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f theſe ſtamp a character deſ- 
tute of all chriſtianity, what ſhall we 
ay when all the catalogue of prevail- 
ing iniquities, diſſipation, lewdneſs, 
luxury, venality, with the deluge of 
evil which ruſhes on every fide, ſhall 
be added to the account. Are therc 
not ſe among the great that can be 
ved? And ſhall not the camel paſs 
the needle's eye, ſooner than theſe in- 
to the kingdom of God! 


The hand of the prieſts alſo hath 
deen chief in the tranſgreſſion. The 
ergy, worldly minded, proud, am- 
ditious, idle, ignorant; however 
earned as philoſophers, linguiſts, or 
mathematicians, ignorant of that 


which is the moſt valuable wiſdom, 
the 
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the knowledge of a crucified ſeſu 
and his grace, are the blind leader 
* of the blind.” Are not the her 
of dignitaries the chief ſtumbling 
blocks? Muſt not their whole pur. 
ſuits, connections, conduct, convince 
the very infide] great, whom they 
fawn upon, and perſecute for preſer- 
ment, that, if the ſyſtems 1nculcated 
in the epiſtles to Timothy and Titus 
be true, it is impoſſible theſe men 
ſhould believe one word more of 
Chriſtianity than themſelves. * 


Nor 


* Theſe were, as nearly as I can recollect, the ven 
expreſſions uttered by a noble Lord of the moſt di. 
guiſhed attainments natural and acquired, in a cone 
fation I once held with him, reſpecting the truth Wd 
evidence of Chriſtianity, 
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Nor are their inferiors diffimilar ; 
nllaved by the ſame objects and 
xccupied in the ſame purſuits, tho” 


ot with the ſame advantages, com- 
pencing in thoſe corrupting ſemi- 
aries our public ſchools—advancing 
n our grievouſly negleQed univer- 
ties, where amidſt all the circle of 
e ſciences, who ever thought of 
earning the knowledge of a cruci- 
ed Jeſus—An idea that would be 
enerally ſcouted—entering into the 
niſtry (I appeal to the groaning 
onſciences of the examining chap- 
uns, if they are men of any conſci- 
ice) how often ignorant ofall ſcience 
ut eſpecially of the doQrines of 
hriſt, which they profeſs to teach 
lubſcribing articles they have hard- 


ly 
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ly read, never conſidered ; and ye. 
nerally diſbelieve. Opening and 
cloſing: their miniſtry, without being 
able to produce, or indeed ever 
expecting to ſee one ſinner by their 
preaching converted from the evil 
and error of his ways; and brought 
to the knowledge of God's grace 
and faith in him! May it not well 
be ſaid to ſuch in the words of 
the great Head of the Church, 
* Wo unto you ye blind guides 
* how- ſhall' ye eſcape the damn 
tion of Hell.”* 


But are there not ſome noble 
exceptions from the general apo 
tacy! aſſuredly, and they cannot be 


* Mat. xxiii. 33- 
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id, They are too obnoxious by 
zeir fidelity not to bear the re- 
roach of that croſs, which. they 
ure lift up againſt the overflow- 


ngs of ungodlineſs; but too few, 
nd for the moſt part, too inferior 
1 the world's regard, to be of much 
eight, in their eſtimation: of men 
ind things. 


That the body of the people with 
uch examples, and ſuch teachers 
would be corrupt, diſſipated, de- 
auched, profane, intemperate, ig- 
rant, yet infidel, is perfectly na- 
wal, and to be expected in the 
durſe of human events, as ve ſee 
fully verified. And the fight is 
0 glaring, ſo ſhocking, and ſo evi- 
dential 
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dential of the entire want, not onl; 
of Chriſtianity, but of all religion 
among us, that thoſe, who believe 
little and prattice lefs, are ſtruck 
with it, and profeſs to ſet abou 
attempting ſomething called refor. 
mation, but ſet about it by mean, 


/ 


that muſt be as totally inadequate, 
as the cauſe and cure of our ini. 
quities are to the reformers them em 


ſelves equally unknown. The wick 
edneſs of our populace will receive rol 
but little check from being taught 
to read, nor will vice and profane- 
neſs meet with any effe&tual reſtraint 
from a ftring of great names in an 
advertiſement, or a conviction be. 
fore a juſtice of the peace. 


5 


know of no reformation that 
m ever be effetual, but what is 
produced by the knowledge of him 
ho hath called us to glory and 
irlue; nor of any eſſential altera- 


ion for the better, that ever was, 
Yr ever can be wrought in the 
empers and characters of men, but 
by that deſpiſed, exploded, con- 
emptible and in human eſtimation 
voliſh method, the preaching of the 
rols of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


If human wiſdom improved by 
he higheſt proficiency in all branches 
literature could have produced 
effect, as there perhaps never 
as ſo great a meaſure of it in any 
ge or nation as at preſent ſubſiſts 
K in 


il 


N 
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in our own, what ought we not to; 
expect! If the ſcience of morals Wi: 
delivered in the moſt elegant lan. 

guage could have made convert, 


how near to perfection ought we 
not to have advanced? How near 
it we have advanced, is a conſider. 
ation too awful almoſt, to make the 
ſubje of irony. 


Might it not be worth the e 
periment, if we determined for a 
little while, to know nothing elbe 
„but Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci 
t fied,” * if publicly and from house 
to houſe, the clergy ceaſed noi 
* to preach and teach Jeſus Chrilt." 


If this did not recommend them t0 
+ favour, 


* 1 Cor. ii. 2. Acts v. 42. 
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your, it would at leaſt prove their 
fidelity. 


Inſtead of proclamations againſt 


rice and profaneneſs, let the great 
en in power ſet but the examples 
f abſtaining themſelves from the 
immoralities they affect to condemn, 
nd practiſing the virtues, which. 
hey profeſs to recommend ; and not 
uppoſe that religion is only pro- 
per for the dregs of the people. 
Let their houſes become the daily 
emples of prayer, and praile—let 
heir ſabbaths be ſpent in the courts 
df the Lord's houſe—let their tem- 
pers and conduct appear to be re- 
ulated by the authority of God's 
ord, and under the guidance of 
K 2 his 
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his ſpirit—let them be ſeen ſeeking 
a kingdom not of this world-lz 
their affections and purſuits be fixed 
on that, which is eternal—lct then 
avow that living and dying they hare 
but one object and hope, looking 
* unto Jeſus,” that they may be 
found of him in peace” —when the 
king and his miniſters, the biſhops 
and the clergy of all denominations 
ſhall be found thus walking, w: 4 
may confidently hope for the divine 


benediQion in a happy change of ou © 

morals, and that there will be *ad- 

e ded daily to the church ſuch vl 

* ſhall be ſaved.” * A 
led 
not 


A 


* Acts ii. 42. 
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As things ſtand at preſent, if we 
are deciſively to judge by the divine 
record, it will admit of no diſpute, 
that even where the goſpel truths 
ſhine with the brighteſt luſtre, few 
omparatively follow it in ſimplicity 
and godly ſincerity, and therefore are 


by it © condemned already. 9 


But if! judgment thus begins at the 
* houſe of God, what ſhall be the end 
* of thoſe, who neither know nor 
* obey the goſpel ?”* 


be lighteſt ſurvey of the heathen 
world in times paſt, when the know- 
ledge of the true God was nearly,. if 
ot altogether confined within the 
WM 4 Narrow 


John iii. 18. 4 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
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narrow bounds of Judea, and few even 
there found faithful—and the ſmall 
proportion which that part of it bear, 
where the true light yet ſhines, com- 
pared with the regions, which fil 
he in darkneſs and the ſhadow df 
death, —open a field for awful reflec. 
tion. If only © he that believeth can 
be ſaved,” and if © faith cometh by 
* hearing, and hearing by the word 
* of God,” T where that word is not 
ſent, and that faith never found, it 
ſeems impoſſible there ſhould be 
any ſalvation, unleſs it is attainable 
by ſome other means, than are re. 
vealed in the bible, or there be ſome 
other © name, given under Heaven 
* among men beſides that of ]elu 
« Chriſt, whereby we can be ſaved“ 

| But 


+ Rom. x. 17. * Acts iv. 12. 
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But the Book of God expreſsly do- 
clares the contrary. The apoſtle ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Gentiles, re- 
minds them of the eſtate, in which 


they were before the goſpel ſhined 


upon them, © that ye were at that 
„time without Chriſt, having no 
„hope, and without God in the 
* world,” Epheſians ji. 12. He af- 
firms that they are loft to whom the 
* ooſpel is nid, 2 Cor. iv. 3. That 
they who know not God and obey 
not his goſpel, will be puniſhed with 
* everlaſting deſtruftion,” 2 Theſſ. 
. 8,9. And © that all will be damn- 
"ed who believe not the truth,” 2 
The, ii. 12. Theſe and many 
other paſſages which might be pro- 
duced ought to be deciſive, to thoſe 

K 5 who 
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who profeſs to obey implicitly the 
teſtimony of God. 


But there are many who pretend 
to be ſhocked at the idea, that all the 
poor heathens, the virtuous heatheng, 
as they call them, ſhould periſh, We 
might reſt ſimply in replying that God 
indeed 1s not only ſovereign in all hi 
diſpenſations, but will aſſuredly * be 
e alſo juſt when he judgeth.“ Hi 
judgment will be according to truth, 
and no man will periſh, but as the jul 
reward of his fin : however, certain it 
is, that © he that believeth not ſhall be 
« damned.” And whoever arraigns the 
ſeverity of this deciſion, no miniſter 
of the Church of England dares to do 


it, on pain of being held accurſed by 
| his 


10 


his own confeſſion; no member of 
the Church of England can do it 
without being convicted of the groſſ- 
eſt ignorance, or apoſtacy from the 
principles which he profeſſes to be- 
leve, The eighteenth article of re- 
ligion is explicit and deciſive on this 
ſubject beyond the poſſibility of doubt 
or equivocation. * They alſo are to 
to be had accurſed, that preſume 
to ſay that every man ſhall be ſaved 
* by the law, or ſe& which he pro- 
* feſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to 
frame his life according to that 
„law, and the light of nature. For 
holy ſcripture doth ſet out unto us 
on the name of Jeſus Chriſt where - 
by we can be ſaved.” 


K 6 ReluQant 
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Reluftant to ſubmit to the idea n 
heathen excluſion, ſome would {ain 
buggeſt, that the merits of Chriſt, may 
fome how extend to thoſe, who hae t 
never heard of, or known him. Wha Wi, 
0 all? Then the heathen have the Wn; 
advantage over us. Or only to the ru 
virtuous? If they are virtuous: then og 
his merits are ſuperfluous. After all Mc 
are they to be ſaved by thezr virtue Who: 
or his 2 What contradictions to truth Wc, 
muſt not they be involved in, who Wi, 
depart from the word and the teſt. Nane 
mony? Let the evidence be pro- 
duced, where it appears that God 
ever promiſed, or deſigned, that any 
ſoul ſhould be ſaved by Chriſt, wit 
out commg to the knowledge of ti 

{ru 


I 


truth x and leaſt of all the virtuous: 


fince the expreſs purpoſe of his com- 
ing was not for the righteous, but 
to ſave ſinners.“ T If theſe charita- 
le people, for as ſuch they honour 
themſelves, would conſider by what 
rule of ſcripture, or of ſcripture ana- 
ogy, they thus preſume to extend 
the ſalvation—and how far—and to 
how many ;—they would perhaps diſ- 
cover the danger of affecting“ to be 
wile above that which is written,” 
and fear the preſumption of ſeeming 
tobe more righteous than the Holy 
Onc, who inhabiteth eternity, and 
more charitable than that God, whoſe 


ame and nature is Love. 


K 6 How 


* 1 Tim. ii. 4. + 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
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How much a nobler, and truly ge. 
nuine exerciſe of charity would it be 
to endeavour the diffuſion of the glo-. 


rious goſpel of Chriſt to the ends of 


the Earth, and to ſeek by every inſt 
tutcd means of divine appointment 
to bring the heathen lands out of 
darkneſs into his marvelous light, 
A plan for this purpoſe the author 
of the foregoing Eſſays has long 
drawn up, and earneſtly deſires to 
carry into execution, could he but 
ſucceed in ſo deſirable an event, he 
ſhould think he had not lived in 
vain. 


But the reality of heathen virtue i 
a poſition highly queſtionable ; and 


the veneration, abſurd, and ignorant 
which 


14 


which ſome have liberally allowed 
the ſages of antiquity. Even the ad- 


mired Socrates and Plato appear to 
have complied with the prevailing 
idolatry of their countrymen, and as 
to Cato, Cicero, Seneca, and others, 
who have written beſt on the ſub- 
jett of morals, ſo much of their hiſ- 
tory hath reached us, as makes it evi- 


dent, that pride, vanity, intemper- 
ance, not to mention other abomina- 
tions, marked even theſe diſtinguiſh- 
ed characters, and if we examine 
their writings ; their principles—their 
rule of conduct - and the end which 
they propoſe to themſelves in all: 
their actions - none of them appear 
to have the leaſt ſemblance to chriſti- 
an urtue. * In- 


* tis ſurprizing that thoſe who affeR ſuch zeal for 
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Indeed the ſtate of morals among 


all heathen nations is, and muſt be, 


from the very nature of man in his 
preſent fallen ſtate, deplorable; and 
will affuredly juſtify God in his judg- 
ments on thoſe, © who having ſinned 
* without law, (without the revealed 
* law) ſhall alſo periſh without lau.“ 
They who preſume upon allowances 
for 


God's love and mercy and ſay ſo many hard things df 
his procedures on the ſuppoſition of the excluſion cf 
the heathen world from ſalvation, are not at lealt a 
apprehenſive of making him a liar, and his word 
of none effect, when they dare fo decidedly con. 
trovert his expreſs declarations. That the heathen 
world was univerſally idolatrous, appears from cri 
dence mdiſputable. Socrates, from whom Plato pro- 
felled to learn his opinions and ſanctions them with hs 
name, however abfurd he might judge the polytheiim 
of his countrymen, orders a ſacrifice to A{cu/zpits 
when dying. All the ſages of antiquity ſubmitted o 
the eſtabliſhed idolatry, nay thoſe who treatcd#bes 


* Rom. 11. 12, 


fo 


1 0% J 


ſor human ignorance and infirmity, 
had need ſearch diligently the Book 
of God, to ſee, if they can diſcover 
any trace of ſuch a ſuggeſtion. Ag- 
gravations of fin indeed there may 
be ariſing from advantages negleQed, 
or abuſed, but the one wages for lin, 
univerſally denounced, is eternal 


death. T That fin and death were in 
the 


tods themſelves, with contempt and ridicule com- 
plied, I appeal to the writings of thoſe heathens eſ- 
teemed the wiſeſt, and moſt virtuous. If therefore 
Kolatry be affirmed repeatedly, in the moſt preciſe 
terms, inthe Bible, to be an excluſion from the kingdom 
of God, I beg to know on -what ground of ſcriptural 
bope, there can be preſumed a poſſibility of ſalvation 
for idolaters. It is not a matter of doubt, or left unde- 
termined, or that can come into controverſy when it is 
laid, they who do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. And if God ſays ai not,” dare 
vorm of Earth affirm, they © ſhall?” 


+ Rom. vi. 23, 


[ 


the world, before the giving d 
the law on Sinai is evident, „but 
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| ** where no law is there is no tranſ. Wjul 
greſſion. T The obligations reſult. Wh 
ing from the very nature of the re. WI 


lation in which he ſtands towards his 0 
Maker, will leave every. man without co 


| excuſe. To the natural man, who We 
| receiveth not the things which be of Whanc 
l the Spirit of God, theſe may appear uin 
hard ſayings : but if they are the true Mſcor 
ſayings of God and clearly and in- Wo 
| partially derived from his word, la Wh") 
1 thoſe find fault, who dare reſiſt his r. 
| will, as ſovereign, and arraign at the Had 
bar of their judgment, the moſt High WW : 
and the moſt Holy, *b 


Many 


1 Rom. vi. 155. 
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Many indeed in every age have 
thus preſumed to impeach the divine 
juſtice, becauſe * he hath mercy on 
„whom he will have mercy, and 
whom he will he hardeneth.““ But 
no man ever really believed the ac- 

{Wcount of the fall of man and its con- 
equences, as recorded in the Bible, 
ad 1 may add, as affirmed in the 
ninth article of our church, that can 
conſiſtently difpute the righteouſneſs 
Fo! God inflicting puniſhment on 
any child of Adam, as a child of 
wrath, It is truly matter of eternal 
admiration and gratitude that there 
Is a choſen generation, who ſhall 
be to the praiſe of the glory of his 
«& grace. 


* Rom. 1x, 18, 
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& grace.” And if they are few, may 
we be found of that number! * giv. 
ing all diligence to make our call. 
ing and election ſure,” 


+'s Pei. i. 20, 
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r IX. 


ON GOSPEL SIMPLICITY. 


Tux truth, as it is in Jeſus muſt 
carry its own demonſtration to every 
man's conſcience in the ſight of 
Cod. As * it ſtandeth not in the 
*wiſdom of man,”* it derives none 
of its efficacy from merely human 
argumentation. © The excellency of 
"the power is of God, and not of 
Gus; T and when miniſtered in na- 
tive ſimplicity, the goſpel never 

fails 


* 1 Cor. il. 5. 4 Cor; iv. 7. 
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fails to produce the happieſt con. 


ſequences on the hearts of the rc. 
deemed. 


The goſpel requires no depth of 
genius, no mathematical acutenck, 
or metaphyſical reaſoning in order 
to be underſtood; deſigned to be 
preached to the poor, the unletter- 
ed, and the ignorant, it declares a 
few plain facts with their evidence, 
level to the meaneſt capacity, and 
points out their import as connett- 
ed with our holineſs and happineſs; 
The wayfaring man though a fob 
% need not err therein.”* It | 
with the diſpoſition and implicit ſub- 
miſſion of an infant, that the king: 
dom of God muſt be received.? 

| The 


® Ia. xxxv. 9. Þ+ Luke xvill. 17. 
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The pride of philoſophy, and the 
ſelf-ſufficiency of Phariſaiſm, cannot 
indeed brook this ſimplicity, nor 
ſubmit to the humiliating repreſent- 
ations of the goſpel. As the preach- 
ing of the croſs. was of old, © to 
*the Jews a ſtumbling block, and 
„to the Greeks fooliſhneſs,““ ſo 
muſt it ſtill appear a moſt contemp- 
üble doctrine, to every man, who 
lancies himſelf high exalted on the pe- 
deſtal of haman excellence, and endu- 
ed with allſufficient innate, rational, 
and moral powers. Preferring their 
own reaſonings on the fitneſs, beauty, 
and excellence of virtue, and pleaſed 
vith ſuppoſed deduftions, from a 
religion they call natural, the wiſe 
create a ſyſtem of theology, of more 


conſummate 
1 Cor. i. ag. 
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eonſummate rationality, than * the 
* ſimplicity which is in Chriſt,”* 4 
If therefore they happen by edu. * 
cation to grow up in the profeſſion 5 
of the goſpel; all myſteries mult be F 
exploded, or regarded with a jea- 
lous eye, and every dottrine, which 
exceeds the bounds of their vat 
comprehenſion, and hath no other n 
argument to demonſtrate its truth, 
but thus and thus faith the Lord, nn 
muſt be rejected as abſurd, or com. 
pelled to undergo the torture and am- 
putation of philoſophical © ſcrutiny, 
till revelation can be reconciled, 9 


their recſonable views of Chriſtianity, 


Offended at the idea of the triure 
God, and Jehovah incarnate, as it. 
compatibe 

T Cor. xi. g. 
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compatible with their notions of the 
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divine Eſſence, theſe rational divines 
have formed a Supreme Being of their 


—— —— 21 rr 4 
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own, inſtead of the unphiloſophical 
Elohim of the ſcriptures. 

As his foreknowledge, predeſtina- 
tion, and grace, muſt quite overturn 
that diſpoſition of things, which the 
will and wiſdom of man hath eſta- 
bliſhed as fit and conſiſtent, theſe 
terms are to be explained, to mean 
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any thing, except what their plain 
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etymology ſignifies. 
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The corruption of the human na- 


* 
3, bad 


ure, with all its degrading conle- 
quences, cannot poſhbly be admitted 
n the full extent of ſcripture lan- 


guage, 
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guage, as being utterly contradifory 
to their notions of the goodneſs of 
God and totally ſubverting the dig. 
nity and freedom of man. 


Juſtification, by faith alone, in the 
righteouſneſs of another, would {ap 
in their idea, the very foundations df 
moral obligation; deſtroy all diſtine. 
tion of character among men; and 
place the erranteſt ſcoundrel reſpet- 
ing the divine favour on a footing 
with the moſt exalted of our ſpecies, 
theTitus's, the Trajan's, and the Anto- 
nines of their age. It muſt therefore 
be ever guarded with a ſaving clauſe, 
in behalf of human virtue and piety, 
leaſt emboldened by the great and 


precious 


a 


precious promiſes, any very wicked, 
and bad perſons might incautiouſly 
be led to imagine that God will really, 
freely, by his grace (Jug e x X##w) 
« juſtify the ungodly, who believeth 
in Jeſus,” * and be tempted to ex- 


peſt, ſinners as they are, and “yet 


* ſinners” that they can be conſtitu- 
ted, and accepted as, righteous be- 
fore a holy God, merely by the im- 
putation of his finiſhed work on the 
croſs. An idea in their view as 
evidently abſurd, as that my wounds 
could be healed by another's 
* liripes,” T 


I. Cod 


* Rom. iii. 24.— Rom. iv. 4, 3. 
D Rom. v. 19. f 1 Pet. ii. 24. 


WH « 
&« Re 


EE ho 


Sh 3 
Oi We 


2 — Sn . 
- — 


WO 


guage, as being utterly contradifory 
to their notions of the goodneſs o 
God and totally ſubverting the dig. 
nity and freedom of man. 


Juſtification, by faith alone, in the 


righteouſneſs of another, would (ay, {pct 
in their idea, the very foundations q f 
moral obligation; deſtroy all diſtint ed 


tion of character among men; an 
place the erranteſt ſcoundrel reſped-: Hu 
ing the divine favour on a foot eo 


with the moſt exalted of our ſpecies, 
theTitus's, the Trajan's, and the Anto-Wif © 
nines of their age. It muſt therefor ! 
be ever guarded with a ſaving claule 
in behalf of human virtue and piety, 


leaſt emboldened by the great ani 


precious 
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precious promiſes, any very wicked, 
and bad perſons might incautiouſly 
be led to imagine that God will really, 
freely, by his grace (Jugeay are xa) 
«juſtify the ungodly, who believeth 
in Jeſus,”* and be tempted to ex- 
ect, ſinners as they are, and * yet 
* ſinners” that they can be conſtitu- 
ed, and accepted as, righteous be- 
ore a holy God, merely by the im- 
putation of his finiſhed work on the 
croſs. . An idea in their view as 
vidently abſurd, as that © my wounds 
could be healed by another's 
' ſtripes,” t 


I. God 


* Rom. iii. 24,—Rom. iv. 4, 5+ 
: Rom. v. 19. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
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All pretenſions to divine communi 


tion and gifts and graces of the Ho 
Ghoſt, as alone produQtive of inn 
nation of the underſtanding, or py 
rity of heart, muſt on the very face 
of them be enthuſiaſtic, and con 
temptible. And to infinuate that 
« ſuch is the condition of man a 
ce ter the fall, that he cannot tu 
* and prepare himſelf by his om 
* natural ſtrength, and good works 
* to faith, and calling upon Goc 
« without the grace of God pre 
« venting him that he may have 
* good will, and working with hi 
* when he hath that good vil, 
this would ſuppoſe us mere mi 
chines ; ſubvert utterly the freed! 


+ 


* Article x. 
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ol the human will; deprive the ac- 

tions of men of all diſtinctive ex- 

cellence, and deſtroy the very eſ- 
ence of virtue. The utmoſt there- 
fore, that being born of God*— 
of the Spirit f— being partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſtft—his ſhining into 
pur hearts}—being renewed in the 
pirit of our minds||—walking in the 
omforts of the Holy Ghoſt{{—be- 
ng led by the ſpirit of God this 
pirit dwelling in usfT—with a vari- 


ty of other ſcriptures, too tedious 
ere to mention-—the utmoſt that 
teſe can rationally be admitted to 
ean, can only be ſome favor- 
ble interpretations of human frailty, 

L 2 or 
John i. 13. + John iii. 3. + Heb. vi. 4. 


2 Cor. iv. 6. || Eph. iv. 23. $ Adds ix. 31. 
om. viii. 4. tf Rom. viii, 11. 
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or ſome aſſiſtances granted to out 
pious endeavours, in order to make 
the good, better. 


If we take the bleſſed book of 
God, and compare it with theſe de. 
luting comments of rational divine, 
it is hardly poſſible not to perceive 
throughout, the evident oppoſition 
of the Chriſtian faith to thele doc. 
trines of men, and the abſurdity of 
the attempt, to reconcile the faith 
of God's ele, with the reaſonings 
of philoſophy. It is really a very 


ingenious contrivance, to make the 
offence of the croſs to ceaſe, by 
ſo clear a demonſtration of the rea- 
ſonableneſs, of their expoſition d 


the chriſtian doctrine, as mult proie 
that 


thi 


1 


that there is nothing at all, in the 
doctrine of the croſs offenſive. 


Thus have theſe theological al- 
chymiſts decompoſed all the bleſſed 
principles of the goſpel and robbed 
them of their divine efficacy. The 
ire of their genius and profound 
edition, hath evaporated every 

powerful and penetrating particle 
Jom the book of God, and hath 
ent in the retort, a mere caput 
+ Wi nortuum, no more like vital Chriſti- 
' WH enity, chan the reſiduary coal, re- 
cW'cmbles the active, ſtimulating, and 
'Wlatile eſſence. 


But it is not merely by the va- 
pd comments of this philoſophical 
L 3 theology, 
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theology, that the truth is debaſed 
and its ſpirit loſt in Deiſm and 
heathen ethics. The wounds it re. 
ceives in the houſe of its friend; 
are equally grievous, and leſs ful. 
pected, where the cloak of Chriſtian 
zeal covers the concealed dagger, 


Many affect to hold and incul 
cate the bleſſed and charaQteriſtic 
doctrines of the goſpel ; they ad- 
mit the divine ſovereignty; ſpeak 
of the unſearchable riches of grace; 
profeſs their hope as derived alone 
from the righteouſneſs of the Son 
of God, and acknowledge that they 
can only be kept by the power d 
God, thro' faith unto ſalvation. Bu 
they fence every one of theſe di 

tinguiſhing 


1 


tinguiſhing truths, with fo many 
guards; and expreſs ſuch fearful 
apprehenſions ; leaſt they ſhould be 
abuſed and perverted; as if without 
heir multiplied cautions, true as 
they own the dottrines, this was 
much to be apprehended, and that 
there really was at the bottom, ſome 
tendency in the doctrines themſelves, 
leading thereunto ; adding withal, 
ſuch a ſeeming zeal for holineſs ; 
Dad jealous infinuations, that the 
edomer and leſs freely, fully, diſ- 
dy we ſpeak of theſe deep things 
Wy of God the better; as if like Eleu- 
an myſteries, they were only to 


ated, 


L4 Such 
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be whiſpered in ſecret to the initi- 


* 


L 


Such jealouſy of the influence of 
doarines, which they profeſs to be. 
| lieve, renders it ſhrewdly ſuſpicious, WW 
| that they are themſelves, but almoſt IM i: 
4 perſuaded; and looks more like WM fr 
| handling the word of God deceit. WM t! 
fully, than in ſimplicity, mani/e/ting d. 
the truth. to every man's conſcience in the n 


| 

| | fight of God.“ There have been in WM 
the church from the beginning,“ falſe f 
| « apoſtles, deceitful workers, tranſ. W !! 


« forming themſelves into the apol- Wh a 
«tles of Chriſt,” and under the guiſe 
of peculiar ſanQity, and jealouſy for 
the law, many imbibe from them 2 
Galatian ſpirit, and turn aſide unto 
another goſpel which we have not ct. 


cepled. 
e The 


* 2 Cor. iv. 2. + 2 Cor. x1. 4 
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The truth as it is in Jeſus,” the 
more clearly it is known, and the 
more cordially it 1s embraced, muſt 
in every heart produce its bleſſed 
fruits. Do we at any time ſee, or 
think we ſee, the profeſſion of gol- 
pel grace diſhonoured by the cor. 
rupt practices of an unrenewed heart? 
ve may reſt aſſured, this flows not 
from the abuſe of the truth, but from 
the want of it, from error, ignorance, 
and unbelief. 


© The elect, according to the fore- 
„knowledge of God, are led, thro* 
ſandctification of the Spirit, unto. 
*obedience.*” 


L 6 God's 


* 1 Pet. 1. 2. 
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God's choice from the beginning, 
of the redeemed unto ſalvation, does 
not ſuperſede the means, which lead 
thereunto, but includes them. © They 
are created in Chriſt Jeſus, unto 
good works, God having before 
* ordained, that we ſhould Walk is 


&< them.“ * 


* The grace of God, which bring- 
eth the ſalvation,” eſſentially, inter- 
nally, “ teacheth us to deny ungod- 
„ lineſs and worldly luſts.”+ 


« When God juſtifieth the ungod- 
ly that believeth in Jeſus, the 
« faith of God's elect worketh by 
« love,” the conſtraining power of 

which, 


9 Eph. ll, 10, ＋ Tit. ii. 12. d Gal. V. b, 


«c 
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which, cannot but be mightily in- 
luential, wherever it is real. 


The holy jealouſy over ourſelves, 
and conſtant conflict maintained a- 
gainſt fin and ſelf; the diſpoſition 


to © Work out our own ſalvation 


„with fear and trembling,” ſpring 
wholly from, and become only ef- 
feftual thro' him, who worketh in 
*us, to will and to do of his good 
* pleaſure,” ® 


The aſſurance that he will never 

* leave nor forſake us, ) and “that 
„none ſhall ever pluck us out of 
*his hands, or ſeparate us from his 
*love;”+ ſo far from engendering 
L 6 careleſſneſs 


Philip. ii. 1g. CHeb. xiii. 3. + Rom. viii. 36. 
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careleſſneſs, or tending to falſe ſe- 
curity, is the greateſt encouragement 
to © run, not as uncertainly, and 
eto fight not as thoſe who beat the 
* air.'* It is becauſe he hath put 
„ his fear into our hearts, that ve 


* ſhall not depart from him#{ 


The time would fail me to point 
out all the glorious truths of Gol, 
with their connections; they are ſo 
multiplied and intimately interwoven 
in the bleſſed book, that the doc- 
trines of grace can never be truly 
embraced, without, experiencing the 
| happy influence, and effetts attend- 
ing them. It is the truth, and that 
alone which can make us free.? Dare 

any 


* 1 Cor. ix. 26. Jer. xxxii. 40. }Jobn vil. 32. 
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any man challenge goſpel liberty, 
whilſt he remains the willing ſlave of 
corruption, we know that © he is a 
iar and doth not the truth.”* Hig 
views of goſpel grace muſt be per- 
verted ; for “ no lie is of the truth.“ 
* 

By whom can the evil and danger 
ol ſin be ſo deeply felt, as by thoſe, 
who know, how much it coſt to re— 
deem? What incitement can there be 
to righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, ſo 
powerful, as the conſtant view of a 
crucified Jeſus? Can I love bim the 
lels, becauſe my obligations to him 
commenced * before the foundation 
* ofthe world?“ . Shall I ſerve him 

the 


* 1 John i, 6. + 1 John ji. 24. 
X Eph. i. 4. 
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the more negligently, becauſe I feel 
beneath me are the everlaſting 
« arms?”+ Or ſhall I be the more 
enfeebled, or diſheartened to ftrive 
againſt temptation, becauſe * kept by 
the power of God unto ſalvation?” 
Verily, every truth of the crime 
word, diſplayed in all its comely pro- 
portions, hath the moſt direct and 
powerful tendency, * to make the 
man of God perfect, thoroughly 
„ furniſhed unto all good works.“ 


It is not by concealment, — by par- 
tial views, —by carefully unveiling 
now and then a feature of truth ; by 


inſinuations, that the whole counſc 
of 


+ Deutero. xxxiii. 27. + 1 Pet. i. 5. 
d 2 Tim. 111, 17. 


fre 


11 


of God from everlaſting to everlaft. 
ing, need not be dwelt upon—by dar- 
ing to ſuggeſt, that any part of the 
revelation of God, may lead to car- 
nal ſecurity, or unworthy walking — 
It is not thus, that real purity of 
heart and life can be promoted. Men 
may by ſuch affected cautions grow 
uw into an opinion of their own ſpiri- 
tual wiſdom, and ſuperior ſanttity, 
but, by ſuch deceitfully handling * of 
*the word of God,” will never 
grow up into him in all things, who 
* 18 the head, even Chriſt.”* 


When the glorious peculiarities of 
the goſpel are promulged openly, 
freely, fully—diſplayed in all their 

beauteous 


* Eph. iv. 13. 


a 


beauteous relations—-held forth in 


their ſtrongeſt colours to the con- 
{cience—When a ſure unſhaken and 
uniform foundation is laid, for ahid. 
ing confidence towards God ; and the 
relief provided for ſinners, as ſuch, 
is ſimply adminiitered ; no bad con. 
{equences need be feared, every good 
one may be expetted. God's truth, 
faithfully repreſented, will, to the 
end of time, be the power of Got 
* unto ſalvation to every one that be- 
„ heveth”*—But there will be hype. 
crites and ſelf- deceivers - Admitted- 
becauſe they ſtumble at the **word, be- 
* ing diſobedient, (arable) where 
< unto alſo they were appointed.” 


* Rom. 1. 16. 


ESS. 


f 


1 


ire; 
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. X. 
ON ENTHUSIASM. 


Tryrzrg is not a term in the 
Engliſh language, which hath been 
more perverted; leſs underſtood ; 
and oftener employed to ſerve the 
purpoſes of infidelity, and irreligion, 


than Enthuſiaſm. 


Tho? religion itſelf is profeſſedly 
treated with reſpect as an abſtract 
idea, 
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idea, no ſooner is its nature, and 
influence brought under conſidera. 
tion, than every meaſure of it, which 
exceeds our own ſtandard, is regard. 
ed as being righteous over much; 
and whenever real godlineſs appears 
to make any progreſs, Enthuſiaſm, 
is the cry, and riſes up as a ſpec- 
tre to intimidate and deter from ſo 
dangerous an intruder. The con- 
ſequence hath been that in order 
to keep at as great a diſtance as 
poſſible, from ſo dreadful an evil, 
after exploding the power of god- 
lineſs, we have very nearly got rid of 
the form, and to exculpate ourſelves 
from all religious Enthuſiaſm, have 


taken care to have no religion at 


al, 


all 
ſul 


tu 
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ll; and then we can be no longer 
ſuſpe Ned. 


The criterion of vital Chriſtiani- 
ty, is ſtrongly marked in the ſcrip- 
tures of truth, & If ſo be the ſpirit 
of God dwelleth in you.”* To be 
deſtitute of his preſence and abode, 
is the infallible Evidence of his re- 
jection of us, „if any man hath not 
*the Spirit of Chriſt he is none of 
*his;” but hereby we know, that 
"he abideth in us, by his Spirit, 
*which he hath given us. T 


Enthuſiaſm, in its etymology, ſimply 
conveys to us this idea, God in us. But 
s impoſture uſually affects the garb 

of 


Rom. viii. 9. + John iii. 24. 


L 


of truth, this doctrine has been grier. 
ouſly perverted; and many have 
affected high pretences to a divine 
afflatus, to ſupernatural impreſſonz, 
to viſions and revelations, which have 
had no ſubſiſtence but in a diſor- 
dered imagination, or the cunning 
« craftineſs whereby they lie in wait 
* to deceive.”* Hence the word En- 
thuſiaſm is now generally uſed ina bad 
ſenſe: and inſtead of diſtinguiſhing 
reality from affeQation, or deluſion, 
thoſe who ſtrive to undermine the 
foundations of true Chriſtianity, have 
endeavoured to bring all divine 3. 
gency into diſrepute, and to involve 
the influences of God's Spirit, in the 
ſame cenſure and reproach with the 

pretences 


* Eph. iv. 14+ 


8 a 


pretences of the crafty, or the dreams 
of fanatics. 


To guard againſt the deluſions of 
folly and falſehood, and cilabliſh the 
« dotrine which is according to god- 
„ ſineſs; T I ſhall beg a candid 
WH hearing on the ſubject; as it is of 
the laſt importance to diſcriminate 
detween truth and error : leaſt under 


*_ m— * 


the notion of reſcuing religion from 
Enthuſiaſm, we ſhould diveſt it of all 
ts divine power and energy. 


Cod the Holy Ghoſt, the third 
perſon in the ever bleſſed Jehovah, 1s 
the object of our faith. His divine 
agency and effectual operations on 

our 


t 1 Tim. vi. 3. 


conſolations amidſt the trials and af. 


F 


our ſpirits may be traced under three 
diſtinguiſhed heads: 7 
I. As enlightening our under. 
ſtanding ; 
Il. As influencing our conſci. 
ence and conduct. ne 
III. As communicating to u 


flictions with which we are exerciſed 
in this vale of our pilgrimage. 


I. God the Spirit enlightens the 
minds of the redeemed, with the Wig! 
bright beams of his truth. Both the rt 
light of revelation itſelf, and the fa- 
culty of viſion are his gift. The hu- 


man mind is darkneſs, and muſt con- 
tinue therein, till he is pleaſed * t0 
6+ ſhine 
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« ſhine into our hearts,“ and © open 


our underſtanding that we may un- 
# derſtand the ſcriptures.” 


The wiſeſt of men are as incapable 
of diſcovering the myſtery of godli- 
neſs, as the moſt unlearned, without 

is divine Interpreter. Leaning to 
their own underſtanding, and proudly 
aſſuming reaſon as their only guide, 
the bible is to them © a book ſealed 
and a goſpel hid.” © The world by 
he viddom knew not God.“ f The 
the 
theFWritical acumen, never were effectual 
a- No open the treaſures of wiſdom and 
hu · M nowledge contained in the ſcriptures 


on- of 
« to 


cheſt attainments in literature, or 


f2 Cor. iv. 6 Luke xxiv. 45. 
+ x Cor. i. 81. 


ine 
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of truth. *© The things of the Spirit 
« muſt be ſpiritually diſcerned. bt 
That we muſt all be taught " 
N God“ is the revolting truth, be. t 
[| fore which the pride of human vil kn 
f dom refuſes to bow down : hence 


* not many wiſe men after the fleſh ha 
* are called.“ a 
4 

Nay did we embrace the doArine ; i 
of truth, by the teachings of men 8 
only, they would be mere opinions in 
and no powerful principles of action F 
or comfort. It would be only as thc * 
"A 


light ſhining in darkneſs, which tn: 
darkneſs never comprehends. To Vit 


learn the articles of the Chriſtian fait! 
I 


1 Cor. ii. 14. + Iſai, liv. 13. 
11 Cor. i. 26. 


E 


x eaſy ; and ſcientifically to contend 
for them poſſible, but, no man can 
« ay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by 
„the Holy Ghoſt.” | The real ſaving 
knowledge of him, muſt be a divine 
communication, revealed to us by 
hat Spirit, who in the œconomy of 
dur ſalvation is ſent to take © the 
things of Chriſt and ſhew them un- 
„to us. T Without whoſe illumina— 
lon we know nothing as we ought to 


know, all other knowledge being 
nerely in word and in tongue, this 
*1n power and in the Holy Ghoſt, 
and in much aſſurance,““ attended 
vith * an evidence and ſubſiſtence, 
(Hey oc) q a demonſtration of truth, 
M which 


1 Cor. xii. 3. + John xvi. 15. 
* 1 Theſl. i. 5. $ Heb. xi. 1. 


j 
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which “ faith of the operation of God 
alone communicates. Enthuſiaſtic 
Jargon cries one! © Doth not thi; 
man ſpeak parables? T Perhaps tg 
you he doth, yet he only uſes the ex. 
preſſions, which you a thouſand time; 
have repeated, and therefore what 
ever he is, out of your own mouth are 
you condemned; for how often have 
you uttered, I will not ſay, prayed, 


Lighten our darkneſs we beſeech 
thee, O Lord !—-Caſt thy bright 
beams of light upon thy church H 
Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit 
And as thou didſt teach the hearts dl 
thy faithful people by ſending to then 


4 the 


+ Ezek. xx. 49- 


1 


he light of thy Holy Spirit, grant us 
by the ſame Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things! that by thy 
WM holy inſpiration we may think thoſe 
things that be good. I might 
WT multiply quotations. If theſe opini- 


ons and expreſſions are deemed en- 
e buſiaſtic, they include a goodly com- 
e pany in the cenſure, of which with- 
out acknowledging himſelf a hypo- 


eite and condemned by his own pray; 
ers, no member of the Church of 
England can be aſhamed. Though 
t muſt be owned with grief that in 
wery charch profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
oo many are to be found, who have 
larcely conſidered *© if there be any 
Holy Ghoſt,”+ and if they are to 


9 + 


M 2 be 


| Liturgy paſſim. + Add, x1x. 2. 
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be decided by any experience 9 
light or teaching by him communi. 
cated to them, they muſt conclude 
equally againſt his being and open. 
tions, 


IT. Divine power and influence 
muſt be communicated to our hearts 
in order to all holy walking with 
God, and to enable us to perform 
any acceptable ſervice. I hear much 
of the innate love of virtue, the moral 
ſenſe, the fine feelings, and the nice 
honour of imaginary beings. I loo 
round, and ſee the whole world 
lying in wickedneſs.” Nor indeed 
according to our view of things can | 


be otherwiſe. * For it is not in mal 
& that 


\ 1 John v. 19. 
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chat walketh to direct his ſteps 
aright. T The dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins muſt be quickened before 
they can poſhbly walk or pleaſe 
God.“ Marvel not therefore, 
* faith the Great Prophet, marvel not 
chat I ſaid unto you ye muſt be 
born again, that which is born of the 
* fleſh is fleſh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is ſpirit.” * So then 
they that are in the fleſh cannot 
" pleaſe God. 


Having no ability therefore of our- 
(elves to help ourſelves, we muſt be in- 
debted to the grace which bringeth ſal- 
ation, and receive power from above, 
*ltrengthened with might, by God's 

M 3 Spirit 


John iii. 7. $ Rom. vi. 8. 
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* Spirit in the inner man.“ “ Indeed 
the whole of the Chriſtian ſcheme 2 
revealed in the bible leads us to ſeck 
* help where it is laid on One 
% mighty to ſave. T That we may 
* receive, not the ſpirit which is cf 
* the world, but the Spirit which i; 
* of God,” T who helpeth our inhr: 
e mities,” and whoſe * ſtrength i 
made perfect in weakneſs,” I 
there be a chriſtian grace to be ex- 
erciſed it 1s * the fruit of the Spirit; 
if there be a duty to be performed i 
muſt be in the Holy Ghoſt :”|| and 
if © a good man's goings are directed 
* aright and his way acceptable, 

| 


* Eph. iii. 16, + Pſalm Ixxxix. 10 
+ 1 Cor. ii. 12. { Gal. v. 22. [Jude 4 
Cor. xiv. 15. 
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is becauſe the Lord the Spirit ordereth 

them.* Indeed it is among the ſtrong 

proofs of the aſtoniſhing blindneſs of 

the human heart, that any perſon ca- 

rable of reading the book of God, 
[WH ould ever doubt reſpecting a truth, 
u which every page is replete, and 
which every ſacred penman uniformly 
in U cates. 


Hence prayer becomes a neceſſary, 
and reaſonab?te ſervice. Not the com- 
pliment of formality, but the real ad- 
dreſs of the heart to God, © who 
* heareth prayer,” and hath promiſed 
to give his Holy * Spirit to thoſe 
ho aſk him.“) The all-ſufficient 
grace is a divine communication, 1 
M 4 «© hve 


t Plalm xxxyii.23 { Luke xi. 13. 
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live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
„me.“ We dwell in him and he 
in us by the Spirit which he hath 
given us.“ T“ Our works pleaſe 
God, when thus begun, continued, 
and ended in him.—So we are again 
returned to God in us, or Enthuſiaſm; 
and how to avoid it, I ſee not, un- 
leſs by making another Bible, and a 
new Book of Common Prayer, for 
in the old one we muſt pray continu- 
ally—** O Thou, from whom all holy 
e defires, all good counſels, and all 
*« juſt works do proceed, ſend thy 
Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our 
hearts that moſt excellent gift of 
* love the very bond of peace, and 


of all virtues ;—that we who cannot 
| « do 


» Gal. ii. 20. + 1 John iv. 13. 


C a4g: ] 


«do any good thing without thee, 
may by the help of thy grace pleaſe 
#* thee both in will and deed !—Grant 
* that thy Holy Spirit may prevent 
and follow us; and in all things di- 


rect and rule our hearts—that by 
his inſpiration we may think thoſe 
things that be good, and by his 
, Wl © merciful guiding perform the ſame, 
*ſend.us thy Holy Ghoſt to comfort 
ss, and exalt us to the ſame place 
* whither our Saviour Chriſt is gone 
before. O God the Holy Ghoſt 
have mercy upon us.““ 


| Dares any man exclaim againſt. 
1 theſe expreſſions as enthuſiaſtical! I 
only ſay, they are not mine, 
0 M 5 though 


* Liturgy paſſim. 


— — 
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though I adopt them. I have tran. 
ſcribed them from a book which bears 
ſome authority in the nation, and 
therefore am at leaſt not ſingular in 
thus believing, ſpeaking, and pray. 
ing. But 


III. Divine comfort muſt be re. 
ceived from the Holy Ghoſt. This 
is confeſſedly a miſerable world: uni- 
verſal experience proves it full of fin 
and ſorrow, They who are in this 


* tabernacle groan being burdened.”* 
I mean not to paſs in review all the 
ſcenes * of trouble to which man 1s 
born as the ſparks fly upwards; 
they would be more than I am able 
to expreſs, and if in this life only ve 

had 


* 2 Cor. v. 4. 
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had hope we muſt be wretched beings 
indeed. The great ſupports of a 
Chriſtian's ſpirit are the conſolations 
of God, © thoſe conſolations which 
* abound, as the tribulations a- 
„hound,“ with which we are called 
io conflict. will not leave you com- 
„ fortleſs,” ſaid our adorable Maſter, 
I will ſend you another comforter, 
who ſhall abide with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
"world cannot receive becauſe it 


ſeeth him not neither knoweth him, 


but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and ſhall be in you.”t 
The word of truth through his appli- 
ation is received with joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt and © in the midſt of 

M0 ever 


Cor. i. 5. + John xiv. 16, 17. 
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* every ſorrow which affliats us, his 
% comforts refreſh our ſouls.” 


This is an eſſential part of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem. The religion of 
the Son of God, is not that cold in- 
ſenſible form, which ſome ſuppoſe, 
but the happy enjoyment of divine 
favour, where the heart * ſealed 
* with the Holy Spirit of pro- 
e miſe,” * unto the day of redemp- 
tion, is © filled with joy and peace in 
e believing.” | 


Some may indeed ſcoffing fay, ! 
have no notion of theſe inward feel 
ings, and enthuſiaſtic fancies. I can 
only reply, Is every inward feeling 

enthuſiaſtic, 


®* Eph. i. 1g. | Rom. xv. 13- 


11 


enthuſiaſtic, and all internal, heart- 
felt, ſpiritual joy, fanciful? I am 
afraid religion without feeling, is 
but a painted ſun, and that they have 
but © a name to hve and are dead,” 
who never felt their ſpirit rejoicing 


in God our Saviour,”* and walk- 


ing in the comfort of the Holy 
* Ghoſt.” || 


I am ſure the prayers, which J have 
rom infancy been accuſtomed to uſe, 
have taught me to aſk and expect this 
divine conſolation, and have direct- 
ed me to expreſs my thankfulneſs for 
It, But the prayer muſt be abſurd in 
ſelf, if no ſuch conſolation is to be 

expetted, 


Luke i. 47. Acts ix. 31. 
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expedted, and the bleſſing a lie if ng 
ſuch comfort hath been enjoyed. 


* God! who cidlt teach the heart 
* of thy people by ſending to them 
the light of thy Holy Spirit, grant 
* us by the ſame Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore 
* to rejoice in his holy comfort | We be. 
„ ſeech thee leave us not comfort 
* leſs, but ſend to us the Holy Ghol: 
* to comfort us! O make thy choſen 
people joyful !” 


It is ſaid indeed, theſe are anti 
quated doctrines, and in the preſent 
more improved ſtate of philoſophic 
inveſtigation, and learning, are c 


ploded for more rational ideas. !. 
mai 
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may be ſo, but of this I am ſure, that 
yery lately during the heavieſt cala- 
mity under which this nation hath 
zroaned, when with fervent prayer 
ve were enjoined to ſeek the King of 
WH Kings in behalf of THE FATHER 
or HIS PEOPLE, we were taught 
to invocate © the Holy Spirit, for 


* thoſe conſolations which He only 
can beſtow.” If conſolations, they 
muſt be felt and experienced—if the 
Holy Spirit only can beſtow them, 
then we acknowledge his godhead and 
gory, and the ſpeciality of his grace. 


Nor can theſe doctrines by any 
i. Wan of common ſenſe and candor be 
alled antiquated, when to this day, 
no 


? See Prayer for his Majeſty's recovery. 
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no perſon can be admitted to miniſter 
in holy things with us, but on his 
ſolemn declaration that he is in. 
« wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
Nor 1s this merely the language of 
our confeſhons, and of our prayers; 
but what is too commonly reputed 
the height of Enthuſiaſm, we are 
called upon not only to pray, but to 
ſing in the ſame ſtrain, and with ex- 
preſſions, if poſſible, ſtronger than 
thoſe contained in our prayers. 


I have inſerted the two following 
| hymns from our Ordination Service, 
becauſe I verily believe a multitude 

of 


* See Ordination Service. 


of 


al 


[ 


$ 


C00: 


of perſons have never underſtood that 
my ſuch were in the prayer book. 


I, 


Cour Holy Ghoſt, our ſouls inſpire, 
And lighten with celeſtial fire, 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who doſt thy ſev'nfold gifts impart : 
Thy bleſſed Unction from above, 

Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 

The dulneſs of our blinded fight : 
Anoint and cheer our foiled face 

With the abundance of thy Grace: 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home ; 
Where thou art Guide no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both to be but one: 

That through the ages all along, 

This may be our endleſs ſong : 

Praiſe to thy eternal merit. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 


II. 
Cour Holy Ghoſt, eternal Ggd, 


Proceeding from above, 


Both from the Father and the Son, 
The God of peace and love ; 
* 


Viſit 
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Viſit our minds, into our hearts 
Thy heav'nly grace inſpire; 
That truth and godlineſs we may 

Purſue with full deſire. 


Thou art the very Comforter 
In grief and all diſtreſs; 
The heav'nly gift of God moſt High; 


No tongue can it expreſs; 


The fountain and the living ſpring 
Of joy celeſtial ; 

The fire ſo bright, the love ſo ſweet, 
The Unction ſpiritual, 


Thou 1n thy gifts art manifold, 
By them Chriſt's Church doth and : 
In faithful hearts thou writ'ſt thy law, 
The finger of God's hand. 


According to thy promiſe, Lord, 
Thou giveſt ſpeech with grace; 

That through thy help God's praiſes may 
Refound in ev'ry place. 


O Holy Ghoſt, into our minds 
Send down thy heav'nly light; 
Kindle our hearts with fervent zeal, 

To ſerve God day and night: 


Our weakneſs ſtrengthen and confirm, 
(For, Lord, thou knowꝰſt us frail) 


Thai 
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"That neither devil, world, nor fleſh 
Againſt us may prevail. 


Put back our en'mies far from us, 
And help us to obtain | 

Peace in our hearts with God and Man, 
(The beſt, the trueſt gain:) 


And grant that thou being, O Lord, 
Our leader and our guide, 


We may eſcape the ſnares of fin, 
And never from thee ſlide. 


Such meaſures of thy pow'rful grace 
Grant, Lord, tous, we pray; 

That thou may*ſt be our Cemforter 
At the laſt dreadful day. 


Of ſtrife and of diſſention 
Diſſolve, O Lord, the bands, 
And knit the knots of peace and love 
Throughout all Chriſtian lands. 


Grant us the grace that we may know 
The Father of all might, 

That we of his beloved Son, 
May gain the bleſſed fight ; 


And that we may with perfect faith 
Ever acknowledge thce, 

The Spirit of Father, and of Son, 
One God in Ferſons-three. 
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To God the Father laud and praiſe, 
And to his bleſſed Son, 

And to the Holy Spirit of grace, 
Co-equal Three in One. 


And pray we, that our only Lord 
Would pleaſe his Spirit to ſend 
On all that ſhall profeſs his name, 


From hence to the world's end. _ Amen, 


Hymn ſinging hath long received a 
particular mark of reprobation, and 
ſtands convided of Enthuſiaſm, | 
ſhall forbear to make any obſerva 
tions on thoſe produced, and ſhall 
only ſay, that I know of no hymns 
ſung in any congregation, containing 
ſtronger language, and more charac- 
teriſtic of what the world, called 
Chriſtian, is pleaſed to deſpiſe and 
ridicule, 


The 
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The archbiſhops, and all the bi- 
ſhops themſelves, thus ſing and pray, 
and if this be enthuſiaſtic, they are I 
preſume well able to vindicate them- 
ſelves, and need not my feeble pen 
z their advocate. 


But ſome perſons will ſtill impu- 
dently affirm, read the works, hear 
the ſermons, aſk the opinions, of all 
hom you ſo confidently challenge as 
your aſſociates in the church, will you 


ind a page, a paſſage countenancing 


the opinions, for which you contend ? 
Did you ever hear the neceſſity of di- 
vine teaching and inſpiration by them 
nculcated? Will you pretend that 
hey inſiſt upon the ſpecial influence 


ob the Holy Ghoſt to produce every 
good 
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good thought, word, and work? $ 
far from this being the genera] uni. 
form tenour of their diſcourſes, ſhey 
me a ſingle expreſhon in any ſerman 
or treatiſe, among the moſt eſteemed 
modern divines, in which any ſpiritual 
conſolation from the Holy Ghoſt is 
ſpoken of, as felt, and to be experi 
enced? Do they not explode the 
idea, and 1s not the whole ſtrain of 
their teaching and doctrine, the very 
reverſe of what you inſinuate? Are 
they not full of neceſſary cautions 
againſt enthuſiaſts and fanatics ? and 
do they not deciſively mark, thoſe 
whom they conſider as ſuch, even a 
many as believe in and pray for, ex 


pe, and profeſs to receive illuwins 
tion. 


1 


tion, influence, and comfort from the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


I am now, I own reduced to a di- 
lemma : for ſhould I affirm theſe ſug- 
zeſtions are falſe, I ſhall be buried 
under ſermons, pamphlets, volumes, 
ottavos, quartos, folios, innumera- 
ble. But if I admit the charge to be 
true, then muſt I ſtamp ſuch a re- 
proach of hypocriſy, falſehood, con- 
tradition, and blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, on a body ſo highly re- 
ſpectable, as would expoſe me to ſe- 
ere cenſure, | 


| preſume therefore, I had better 
cer the matter to every man of can- 
or and uprightneſs to conſider the 
| queſtion, 
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queſtion and the arguments produced, 


and then to judge for himſelf, leaving 
the admired moderns, and rational 
divines to vindicate themſelves from 
any ſuppoſed inconſiſtencies, for in. 
deed I am not equal to the taſk, being 
myſelf only a poor deſpiſed believer 
in God the Holy Ghoſt, who ſantt- 
© fieth me and all the elett people of 
Cod. | 


* See Catcchiſm, 
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8 XI. 


ON TOLERATION. 


PrRsECUTIOx for conſcience 
lake, is as contradictory to common 
ſenſe, as diametrically oppoſite to 
erery doctrine, precept, and praftice, 
nculcated in the goſpel. 


The conſcience acknowledges but 
One Lawgiver, whoever beſides 
preſumes to arrogate authority over 
„ uſurps the throne of the Moſt 

N High. 


E $66 1 


High. Whether a man's conſcien} 1 
be well informed, or miſtaken, to hMSay 
own maſter he ſtandeth or falle iin 
His opinions muſt, and ought to Mauch 
according to his convictions. Icon 
truths of God would be no truths pp 


him, who received them as 1mpole 
by authority, and not as the reſulte 
evidence. Till they are attend 
with ſuch convincing evidence to t 
mind, profeſſion of them 1s but hy dvi 
criſy: and therefore all attempts pow 
compel men to a conformity with c 
religious ſentiments, whilſt they n 
main deſtitute of ſuch convittion, 
only to add one more to the numb: 
of their crimes, 


Wh 
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When the goſpel of our God and 
daviour was firſt promulged, the di- 
vine evidence attending it, carried 
ſuch demonſtration of its truth to the 
conſciences of men, as bore down all 
oppoſition, and triumphed over, not 


only the ſuperſtitions of Paganiſm, 
but the prejudices of the Jews. Nor 
was the goſpel indebted for this efh- 


cacy, to the miracles that atteſted its 


divine Original, but to the mighty 
power, which accompanied it to the 
eart, By the ſame power the Goſ- 
pel hath continued to maintain its in- 
luence in the world, and to the end 
of time muſt ſubſiſt alone, on the 
oundation of its own intrinſic excel- 


[ 


. 
b 


ence, and divine energy. 


N 2 Whenever 
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Whenever the external profeſſon . fo 
of Chriſtianity becomes unive ri eta 
or general in any country, they, inſWpro! 
whoſe hands the governing power isWoug 
lodged, may, and ought to makeWeirit 
ſome proviſion for an evangelical mi-MWproj 
niſtry. It is not poſſible to embrace 
the gofpel with any conſiſtence, 2 
a reality, and not appear ſolicitou 
that its influence ſhould be univerſalyM* = 
known and felt: whether we conſider”? 


its importance, asl extending to the 
eternal concerns of mankind ; or re- 
gard merely its happy effects on ſo- 
ciety ; as inculcating thoſe principle 
of charity, and obedience, whic 
tend to form the beſt ſubjetts, and 
enſure their peaccableneſs and fide 
lity, not only for © wrath, but all 

60 fg 


L 1 


« for conſcience ſake.” A religious 
eſtabliſhment is natural in a country 
profeſſing godlineſs. And ſuch it 
ought to be, as correſponds with the 
irſt principles, which it is deſigned to 
propagate. 


Let it not be ſuppoſed however 
that the religion of the Son of God, 
u revealed in the goſpel, ever was 
or humanly ſpeaking ever can be, the 
religion of any people, or nation un- 
ler the ſun, as a body. Some wiſe 
ad good men may indeed fo far have 
prevailed, as to gain the ſanction of 
public authority, to the great truths 
drawn from the ſacred records, but 
de pervading genius of the goſpel 
correſponds not with the kingdoms of 
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this world. Even where it become 
the national religion, the many re. 


free 
receive it not, as the reſult of exami. 


nation and conviction, but through 
the prejudice of education, and the ex. 
ample of others. The corruption o 


men 
and 
7 
ils, 
human nature, and the general cur. 
rent of this world's purſuits run a 
contrary to all the charaQeriſti 
maxims of the goſpel, as if men were 
yet heathens, notwithſtanding their 
profeſſions of Chriſtianity. Henc 


form 
than 
yur] 
goſp 
unſ] 
quire 


nab 


ecut 


the alliance of church and ſtate uſually 
forms but a heterogeneous mixture 
and is produQtive only of a ſpuriou 


brood. U 


fri 
The goſpel refuſes not the folizes : 
ing hand of human aſſiſtance. but! 


f 


ale 


1 


aſks no more than the liberty to be 
freely promulged. This 1s its ele- 
ment, It needs no auxiliary arm : 
and it can riſe ſuperior to all the pow- 


er. malice and wiles of men and de- 
vils, but it is independent of both: the 
lormer can no more give it efficacy, 


than the latter is capable of extin- 
guiſhing its luſtre. Indeed that the 
goſpel can ſubſiſt unadulterated in the 


unſhine of human patronage, re— 
res the ſame divine Power, as to 
able it to endure the flames of per- 
ecution. 


Whether human eſtabliſhments of 


briſtianity, and temporal advanta- 
es annexed to the profeſſion of it, 


ave really conduced to the advance- 
N 4 ment 
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ment of pure religion, is a matter ca. 
pable of much controverſy : that they 
have contributed to hypocritical ſub. 
{criptions, falſe vows, lying prayers, 
and party zeal, may be readily ad. 
mitted ; but that the goſpel hath re. 
ceived any meaſure of its efficacy 
from ſuch protection, may be ſafely 
doubted. 


It is however matter of no doubt. 
whether the efforts of coercive po- 
er, and penalties to ſupport or pro- 
mote the cauſe of God, have been 
beneficial. Theſe are too oppolite 
to the whole ſyſtem of the goſpel to 
be admitted as auxiliaries, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt meaſure of pu 
niſhment inſtidted by magiſtrates, fo 

OP111101 


07 


1 


opinions or practices, merely relative 
to God and religion, that interfere 
not with, or diſturb the peace of ſo- 
ciety. So far from ſerving the cauſe of 
truth, every ſuch infliction of pains 
and penalties, muſt be injurious and 


contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 


juſt in proportion to their ſeverity, 


The goſpel inculcates all thoſe 
heavenly diſpoſitions, which are moſt 
friendly to the peace and comfort of 
mankind : love, patience, meeknels, 
lorbearance, forgiveneſs of injuries, 


ſuhmiſſion, uprightneſs, truth, ſtand. 


contraſted againſt all bitterneſs, wrath, 
anger and clamour, evil ſpeaking, en- 
vy, malice, revenge, injuſtice, falſe- 
hood, ſeverity, cruelty, The excr- 

N 5 ciſe 


1 


ciſe of the one is as charatteriſtic o 
the Spirit of Chriſt, as the other de: 
monſtrates the ſpirit of antichriſt, 


The hiſtory of what is called the 
Church of Chriſt, ſince the apoſtle” 
days, uſually contains the moſt horrid 
hbels, that ever were publiſhed 1. 
gainſt the Chriſtian religion. Al 
that has been written by infidels to 
depreciate the goſpel, and fap its 
foundations, is trivial, compared with 
the practice of thoſe who have erected 
themſelves into defenders of the faith 


by the power of the ſecular arm. 
Red with the blood of ſaints and mar- 
tyrs, the whore, who ſitteth upon the 
ſeven hills, though the chief, yet | 
ſhe not alone in the tranſgreſſion. 

The 


de 
the 


L 


The church Proteſtant as well as Pa- 
piſt, leaning on the ſword of ſtate, 
exhibits, whatever party hath been 
uppermoſt, a ſcene of oppreſſions, 
cruelties, injuſtice, impriſonments, 
exiles, murders, that would be a diſ- 
grace to any religion, Whoever will 
attentively examine the hiſtory of all 
national churches, will ſee in multi- 
plied inſtances, the trueſt members 
of Chriſt, moſt unjuſtly maligned, 
cenſured, oppreſſed ; and be ſurpriz- 
ed, to find the moſt faithful ſervants 
of Jeſus in every age ſtigmatized with 


enthuſiaſm, ſchiſm, and hereſy. 


Nor can it in the nature of things 
de well otherwiſe, for not only do 
the lives and principles of true chriſti- 

N 6 ans 
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ans diſcover the falſehood, and uy. ple 
braid the unworthineſs of nominal W for 
profeſſors, and thereby neceſſarily a. pr: 
waken their enmity : but power lodg. I filt 
ed in the hands of corrupted creatures WW in 

is always too liable to abuſe; and as 

* not many mighty are called,” it i 
humanly ſpeaking impoſſible, but that MW is i 
the great men of this world, having IM co! 
uſually the leaſt portion of true reli. i to 
gion, ſhould in all religious eſtabliſh. W Pre 
ments make an ill uſe of their power, as 
with the exerciſe of which they at N vil 
intruſted, And though from the mild- W ee 
er genius of more temperate govern- 
ments, where civil rights are more 
reſpetted, and equal laws prevail, the 
monſter's teeth are broken, pride, bi. 
gotry, ſelf-will, and inſolence in hig 
| places, 


1 J 


places, will always find an ample field 
ſor the exerciſe of injuſtice and op- 
preſſion, over inferiors unable to re- 
iſt, or conſcious of their inequality 
in every ſuch contention. 


To enjoy freedom from oppreſſion, 
v indeed the natural right of every 
conſcience, and profeſſedly admitted 
to be ſo in the principles of every 
Proteſtant : and to prevent as much 
as poſſible every infringment upon it, 
will be the wiſdom and proſperity of 
every ſtate. | 


Whatever religious tenets any man 
may embrace, whilſt he preſumes not 
o tranſgreſs the civil laws, or diſturb 
ne peace of the ſociety, in which he 

abides, 


L 278 J 


abides, he is intitled to protection. 50 
and may juſtly claim to worſhip God 10 
in the way and mode, which accord 


ing to the convictions of his conſci- . 
ence ſhall appear moſt agrecable to i 
the Divine Will. Why ſhould not ſp 
the Jew erett his ſynagogue, the Chi. * 
neſe his pagod, the Mahometan his juc 
moſque, the Parſee his fire-altar, i no 


they approve their fidelity as ſubjefs 
and ſubmit to the civil laws of che p 
county in which they reſide ? 


But if even idolatry claims toler 
tion, and is to be ſuppreſſed and over 
turned, not by the ſword of ſtate but 
by the ſword of the Spirit; and per- 
ſuaſion not violence is the mode pre- 


ſcribed in the goſpel, for the conver 
ſion 


1 1 


fon of thoſe, who err from the truth; 
how much more ought every man, 
who makes profeſſion of the faith of 
Chriſt to be permitted the free exer- 
cile of his own underſtanding, re- 
ſpefting the articles, which he embra- 
ces, and the form of worſhip, he may 
judge moſt conducive to his edihca- 
ton ? 


But ſurely of all intolerancy the moſt 
contradictory, and oppoſite to every 
dictate of candour and uprightneſs, 
s the enmity againſt, and ill uſage of 
thoſe, who are united with us in the 
ſame profeſſion of faith and the ſame 
form of worſhip, only becauſe they 
conſcientiouſly and literally embrace 


the one, and devoutly and ſpiritually 
uſe 
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uſe the other. But, you will ſay, 
+ They are enthuſiaſtically inclined 
*© —they charge us with not believing 
the articles, which we have mutu— 
40 ally ſubſcribed in their literal, and 
„ grammatical ſenſe - and not under. 
ſtanding the real meaning and im- 
Well 
—And if the charge be truc, it is an 


port of our own prayers.” 


awful one, and deſerves conſidera 
tion: if the charge be falſe their mil- 
take deſerves pity, not cnmity, and to 
be refuted in love, and in the ſpirit 
of meekneſs ; for ſuch, and ſuch only 
are the allowed weapons of our war 
fare. It is very aſtoniſhing, that 
thoſe, who boaſt of candor, and make 


benevolence the firſt article of rel 


gion; who can ſtand forth as advo. 
Cates 


Br vo 


cates for Jews, Turks, and Infidels; 
who will condeſcend to call a Diſſen- 
ter, a proteſtant brother ; nor even 
mention a Papiſt, without charity, 
and hope ; that ſuch ſhould not feel 
the glaring abſurdity of treating a 
member of their own community 
vith ſeverity, merely becauſe he ad- 
heres to the profeſſion of his faith with 
more litteral exactneſs, and poſſeſſes 
or affects to poſſeſs more ſpirituality 


* 


of devotion, and conduct. Are theſe 
then the only errors, and crimes that 
are not to be tolerated? Strange 1n- 
conſiſtence! Yet ſo it is—ſo it hath 
been — ſo it ever will be. Whether 
the church eſtabliſhed be Lutheran, 
or Calviniſt, Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, 
or Independent—it makes no differ- 
ence 
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ence in this reſpect. Every rei 
Chriſtian will find the principle of 
intolerancy operating againſt him; 
becauſe his ſpirit and practice mul 
condemn the world, and in every na- 
tion, and under every eſtabliſhment, 
the world and the god of it, will ever 
have the majority of votaries. Be. 
e cauſe ye are not of the world, but 
] have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. 
John xv. 19. 


Let it be however acknowledged 2s 

a truth highly honorable to the Church 
of England as by law eſtabliſhed, that 
ſcarce under any goverment, hath 
toleration appeared more generally 
and liberally allowed, than under it 
auſpice; 
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auſpices at this day. Thankful for 
he mercies we enjoy, every man of 
refleftion, conſidering the years that 
are paſt can hardly deſire a change, 
whatever imperfections may be 
chargeable upon it. All human inſti— 
tutions will be imperfect. Alterations 
are dangerous. None of our ſeQa- 
ries, when in power and office, have 
given a ſpecimen of equal liberality. 
Viſhing therefore only to the minil- 
ters and rulers of our church, more 
Chriſtian love, greater fidelity, mu- 
tal forbearance, and zeal tempered 
vith meekneſs; I can only ſay as 
the worthy Fra Paolo of his country, 
Eto perpetua. 
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. XII. 


ON THE GREAT EVIL OF COVET- 
OUSNESS.s 


AMONG the black catalogue of 
ins that ſtand branded in the book 
| of God, with declarations of the di- 
vine diſpleaſure, there 1s not one, 
which 1s more ſtrongly marked with 
abomination, and ſpoken of with 
greater abhorrence, than the ſin of 
Lovetouſneſs.* Other evils indeed ſeem 
o ſhow a viſage more frightful, 

and 


* Pſalm cx. g. 
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and to diſplay features more horrid, 
and forbidding, but none more effec. 
tually militate againſt the ſpirit of the 
goſpel, or prove productive of great. 
er miſchief and ruin to the fouls of 
men. The conſcience ſtarts at the 
approach of groſſer crimes, ſuch as 
murder, adultery, theft, purjury, pro- 
faneneſs, and the like; but a thou- 
ſand different maſks conceal the de- 
formity of this great ſin, and its de- 
ceitfulneſs prevents the ſhock, which 
our approaches to it would othervile 
produce, Nay, oftentimes Cove 
oulneſs comes recommended under 
luch guiſes of expedience, with ſuch 
pleas of prudence, and claims of du- 
ty, that the ſerpent, which ſhould b 
cruſhed, is warmed in our boſom. 

Without 


are 
reſ 
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Without perceiving the ſtate of cri- 
minality into which we are ſinking, 
we are ready to approve what God 
abhorreth ; to transfer our firſt af- 
ſections from their only worthy ob- 
ject, to the god of this world, and 10 
wor/hip and ſerve the creature, more than 
the Creator, who is bleſſed forever more.“ 


To thoſe who are without, warnings 
are in vain ; the bleſſing of them is 
reſerved for thoſe that are withen ; 
who © working out their ſalvation 
* with fear and trembling,” conſider 
It, as the one thing needful, ſo to paſs 
through the things temporal, as fi- 
nally not to loſe the things eternal. 
To theſe it will be among the firſt 

cares, 


* Rom. 1. 25. 
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cares, to take heed and beware of Con. 

ouſneſs,* as the worm, which will make f v 
the gourd of profeſſion to wither; a ga 
the latent poiſon, which will prey up-W fa 
on the vitals of true Chriſtianity. thi 


To define Covetouſneſs with pre- 
ciſion is difficult, though its effects 
are eaſily diſcoverable. Every ind- of 
vidual, from the ſituation in which u 
the divine Providence hath placed vo 
him, hath a peculiar line of duty, the 
ariſing from his particular circum-W mm 
ſtances in life, and the various rela 
tions which he bears to others. Not 


to lay by him in ſtore a due proviſion 
for his family, and the exigencics 0 
his calling, would be in one man to 
deny the faith and to be worle than 


$4 an 


* Luke x11. 15. 
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«an infidel;“ Whilſt in another, 


who ſhould be under no ſuch obli- 
cations, the ſame proviſion made, the 
ame wealth accumulated, would be 
the evidence of that “* covetouſneſs, 


which is idolatry. 


There are two views that ariſe out 
of this ſubjea, by which we may 
trace the line of uprightneſs, and the 
workings of worldly-mindedneſs; and 
theſe regard the acquiſition, and the 
employment of wealth, 


1 would juſt premiſe, that I may 
not be miſunderſtood, that the ſcrip- 
ture no where ſuppoſes, there is any 
evil in the poſſeſſion of the good 

O things 


1 Tim. v. 8. -+ Col. 1. 5. 
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things of this world. Some of God's WM in 
deareſt ſaints, and moſt eminent for Ml ;: 
piety, have enjoyed a very large me-. 
ſure of creature comforts. Nor i n 
the acquiſition of wealth condemned 

as an evil; ſo far from it, that the 

ſcriptures aſſure us, © the hand of the ar 
e diligent maketh rich,“ and wha 
e the bleſſing of the Lord beſtow, m 
« he giveth no ſorrow with it.”+ Inf 1: 
duſtry is commendable, and its re- pr 
ward honourable ; but idleneſs is the to 
pregnant ſource of every vice. There he 
fore what thy hand findeth to do, do eat 


with thy might. In whatever worldvW ya 
vocation any man is placed, he i tw: 
therein bound with all diligence, 0M hi; 
be found walking worthy of God, an der 

t unc 


Non X- 4. + Prov. x. 22. 


4 Ececleſ. ix. 10, { 1 Theſſ. it. 12. 
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in the proper diſcharge of our ſeve- 
ral callings, the true diſplay of the 
Chriſtian temper and condutt will 
molt eminently appear. 


In all our worldly engagements we 
arebound neverto ſeek acquiſitions by 
8 undue means. Truth, and uprightneſs 
WW muſt charatteriſe all our tranſaQions. 
l is impoſſible for any man, under the 
-M prevailing influence of Covetouſneſs, 
i to be honeſt, whatever appearance 
de may maintain. He will, when oc- 
caſion offers, ſacrifice truth to ad- 
vantage. For as the nail ſtictethi be- 
tween the joining of the ſtones ſo doth 
hing between buying and ſelling. To 
depreciate what we would purchaſe ; 
and to exaggerate the value of what 

O 2 we 
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we would ſell above its intrinſic worth 
—to take advantage of the ignorance, 
or neceſſity of others in our dealings 
with them, whether in much or in lit- 
tle, 1s the ſure proof of a heart under 
the curſe of Covetouſnefs. 


An undue end propoſed, may be al. 
ſo as pregnant a proof of this evil tem. 
per as undue means employed. This 
will appear charaQteriſtically ſtrick- 
ing in the work of the miniſtry: 
when- gain, not godlineſs is the mo- 
tive, that influences men to aſſume 
that holy calling. It is true © the l 
e bourer is worthy of his hire.”* and 
* they who preach the goſpel ſhould 
* live by the goſpel.” But where the 

hire 


* Luke x. 7. + 1 Cor. ix. 14- 


1 


hire is more coveted, than the labour 
b delighted in—when the profeſſion 
is choſen as the means to procure the 
preferment—-and the ſalvation of 
men's ſouls inſtead of being the firſt 
conſideration, is ſcarce a ſecondary 
idea; and perhaps wholly out of the 
queſtion, ſo that the value of the be- 
nefice 1s enhanced by the ſmallneſs 
of the duty which need be done 
Here the brand of Covetouſneſs is in 
the right hand and on the forchead. 


Even where the ſervice is diſcharg- 
ed with apparent zeal, and ſemblance 
of ſincerity, how often do bye ends 
inſinuate themſelves; and *© look- 
ing,“ however ſecretly, every man 


o his gain from his quarter,“ how 
O 3 do 


* Iſai. lvi. 11. 
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do ſuch falſe apoſtles ſtill * ſacrifice 
+ to their own net and burn incenſe 
* to their own drag? 


All ordinate. affettions, even in 
- purſuit of lawful advantages, are the 
effects of evil concupiſcence. The 
things of time and ſenſe ſhould oc- 
cupy only a ſecondary place in our 
hearts. Seek ye firſt the kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſneſs,” is the 
evangelical precept, nor ſhould the 
acquiſitions which we make ever un- 
duly elate, nor the providential loll- 
es or diſappointments we may mee 
with too deeply depreſs us. 


Covetouſneſs makes an idol of its 


gains, and wealth; and dances like 
| Iſrael 
* Habak. 1. 19. + Matth. vi. 33. 


If 
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[{racl before the golden calf; inſtead 
of * poſſeſſeng, as though we poſſeſſed 


not. * 


And the ſame ſpirit reſents as bit- 
terly the deprivation of worldly 
goods, crying like Micah after his 
ſtolen gods. T Under the croſſes, 
loſſes, diſappointments of life, how 
much greater bitterneſs and diſtreſs 
do we fee felt, and expreſſed, than 
a ſenſe of ſin ever awakened? But 
the heart that ſupremely ſeeks and 
finds its portion in God, can ſay in 
the midſt of proſperity, My goods are 
nothing untothee,” neither isthere 
* ougat upon earth I deſire in com- 

O 4 *© pariſon 


© 1. Cor. vii. 30. + Judg. xvii. 22. 
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« riſon of thee, “ I have had as great 
*« delight in the way of thy teſtimo- 
* nies, as in all manner of riches,”+ 
And when the Lord who gave is 
pleaſed to take away from us theſe 
outward advantages in any providen- 
tial way ; even though reduced like 
Job, to extremities, and naked as ve 
came from the womb, we are ready 
to return to the grave; humble ſub- 
miſſion to his will, and chearful ac- 
quieſcence in his diſpenſations will 
charatteriſe the real Chriſtian, who is 
K crucified unto the world, and the 
world unto him. 


The 


* Pſalm Ixxiii. 25. + Pſalm cxix. 14. 
Gal. vi. 14. 


1 
The employment of our poſſeſſions, 


as well as the mode of their acquiſition, 
deſerves our ſerious concern, * uſeng 


WH © this world as not abuſing it.”'* 


Covetouſneſs ever diſpoſes men 
boo live unto themſelves, and to hold 
. W faſt what they have. Hence the re- 
Wl luftance felt, in parting with the un- 
. W righteous mammon, marks the deep 
. Wl poſſeſſion it hath taken of the heart. 


| W When even lawful debts are to be 


; W paid, and neceſſary expences to be 
> W incurred, the ſelfiſh ſpirit, delays 28 
long as poſſible, and when it can pro- 


ney as with ſo many drops of blood, 


O 5 When 


* 1 Cor. vil. 31. 


craſtinate no longer, parts with mo- 
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When the calls of endeared rela. 
tions, or the claims of indigence pre- 
ſent themſelves before the liberal; he 
not only gives, but 1s ** ready to dif. 
+ tribute, willing to communicate, 
and feels greater bleſſedneſs in be- 
ſtowing than in receiving. The very 
reverſe is the ſenſation of the covet- 
ous, inſatiate as the “ horſe-leach's 
daughter, his cry is, Give, give ;"t 
and his firſt joy is to accumulate. 
The good man delights in diſpenſing 
abroad ; his hand is open, and his 
heart is happy to ſupply the wants of 
thoſe dependant upon him. The de- 
mands of his family never meet a fur- 
rowed brow; nor are the diſtreſſes 
of thoſe, who crave his aſſiſtance re- 

lieved 


* Abts xx. 35. + Proy. xxx. 16. 
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lieved © grudgingly or of neceſſity,” * 
but with a chearſulneſs and readineſs 
which bring a prefent reward. If 
we can make the old age of a parent 
more comfortable it is our pleaſure to 
«ſhew piety at home, and to requite 
them, T for all their former cares 
in the days of infancy, and if out 
friend be in exigencies, the ſtability 
of his ſecurity ſtays not our aſſiſtance, 
lending often even where we expect 

not to receive any thing again,” t 

; 


Nor ſhould our bounty flow to 


thoſe only, who have more immedi- 
ae claims upon' us, but extend as far 
as our abilities reach, and the dil- 
trefſes of the miſerable ſolicit our 

O 6 com- 


* 2 Cor. ix. 7. + 1 Tim. i. 4+ 
+ Luke vi. 34. 
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commiſeration and relief, If we 
would walk worthy the name we bear, 
„ none of us ſhould live unto him- 
« felf,”* but as ſtewards of the mani- 
fold gifts of God, feel ourſelves en- 


gaged to employ, what we have re- WW » 


ceived from the Divine Bounty, in 
ſuch a manner as will beſt ſerve the 
purpoſes of the divine glory. To im- 
prove the talent entruſted to our care 
will be our firſt object, and concern, 
as © thoſe who muſt give an ac- 
„count.“ 


Covetouſneſs hath a thouſand ſpe- 
cious pleas, to ſhut up the bowels of 
compaſhon. And where ought is ex- 


torted. by exigencies, which we can- 
| not 


* Rom, xiv. 7. + Luke xvi. > 


3 


help ſupplying, or by importunities, 
againſt which we are not proof, it is 
done grudgingly, and of neceſſity,” 
ſo ſcantily in the meaſure, and ſo un- 
graciouſly in the manner, that the 
very. act of charity itſelf bears the 
| MW charafteriſtic ſtamp of uncharitable- 
neſs, and diſcovers the heart, in which 
the love of God and our brethren 
either never dwelt, or is waxed cold. 


What meaſure of our worldly goods 
ſhould be devoted to the ſervice of 
our brethren, and fellow creatures, it 
is impoſſible to determine. The li- 
beral deviſethi liberal things.” We 
need little fear exceſs of bounty ; or 
that we ſhould lay up too much of 

our 


+ Ifai, xxxii. 8. 
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commiſeration and relief. If ve 
would walk worthy the name we bear, 
% none of us ſhould live unto him. 
& felf,”* but as ſtewards of the mani- 


fold gifts of God, feel ourſelves en- | 


gaged to employ, what we have re- 
ceived from the Divine Bounty, in 
ſuch a manner as will beſt ſerve the 
purpoſes of the divine glory. To im- 
prove the talent entruſted to our care 
will be our firſt object, and concern, 
as. © thoſe who muſt give an ac- 
count. 


Covetouſneſs hath a thouſand ſpe- 
cious pleas, to ſhut up the bowels of 
compaſſion. And where ought is ex- 


torted. by exigencies, which we can- 
not 


* Rom, xiv. 7. + Luke xvi. > 
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help ſupplying, or by importunities, 
againſt which we are not proof, it is 
done © grudgingly, and of neceſſity,” 
ſo ſcantily in the meaſure, and ſo un- 
graciouſly in the manner, that the 
very. act of charity itſelf bears the 
Wl charaQteriſtic ſtamp of uncharitable- 
neſs, and diſcovers the heart, in which 
the love of God and our brethren 
either never dwelt, or is waxed cold. 


- What meaſure of our worldly goods 
ſhould be devoted to the ſervice of 
our brethren, and fellow creatures, it 
is impoſſible to determine. The li- 
beral deviſeth liberal things. T We 
need little fear exceſs of bounty; or 
that we ſhould lay up too much of 

our 


+ Ifai, xxxil. 8. 
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our treaſure in Heaven. We are 
told of ſome, who * to. their power, 
yea, and beyond their power, were 
„ willing,”* and they are ſpoken of 
by the apoſtle with high commenda- 
tion; and indeed on this fide, few of- 
tend, whilſt all the ſelfiſh reafonings 
of the fallen heart are ever rcading 
the ſcripture backwards: as if © gain 
vas godlineſs, and our riches con- 
ſiſted in the uſeleſs lumber, we pollell- 
ed, more than in the happy ſuperſluity 


which beſtowing, on the neceſſitous 


and the worthy, perhaps ſometimes 
on the unworthy, we have laid up 
in bags, which wax not old.” + 


It muft be acknowledged that ſome 
are not only liberal, but prodigal; 
| yet 

* 2 Cor. viii. 3. + Luke x1. 33. 
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yet their avarice keeps pace with their 
profuſion. Laviſhly as they ſpend on 
themſelves, their paſſions or their ca- 
price, „they covet and deſire io 
„have“ “ with the ſame inordinate af- 
ſeion. In the employment as well 
as the acquiſition of their wealth, they 
are aQtuated by the ſame ſpirit. But 
WH thoſe, who profeſs to be living, not 
for time but eternity, are in a great 

. W meaſure cut off © from making pro- 
Wl © viſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts 
WM © thereof.” The genius of the re- 
lion of the Son of God admits not 
of their waſting, the ſuperlluities of 
their wealth, on pride, folly and ſen- 
ſuality, and thus the gulphs which 
lwallow up the ſubſtance of others, 
are 


* James iv. 2. + Rom. iii. 14. 


are in ſome ſort cloſed to them: whill: 
the duty, which obliges them, to ha- 
bits of diligence and induſtry, natu- 
rally increaſes their ability to every 


good work, peculiarly therefore are 
they without excuſe, if they * abound 
« not in the riches of their liber- 


* ality. * 


God indeed who © giveth to us li- 

„ berally and upbraideth not,” be- 
ſtows his mercies with the fulleſt per- 
miſſion „ richly to enjoy them.“! 
Eat thy bread and drink thy wine 
* with a merry heart for God nov 
© accepteth thy works.“ T It is not 
in monkiſh -vows of voluntary po- 
verty, 


* 2 Cor. viii. 3. 1 2 Tim. vi. 17. 
+ Ecclel, 1x. 7. 
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verty, or © in abſlaining from meats 
* which God hath commanded to be 
received with thankſgiving by thoſe, 
* who believe and know the truth,““ 
that real mortification, and deadneſs 
to the world conſiſts. Every crea- 
"ture of God 1s good, and none to be 
refuſed,” in the proper ule of them, 
for © it is ſanctified by the word of 
God, and by prayer.” But with 
ſuch a ſanctified uſe of creature-com- 
forts, uſeleſs profuſion and unhallow- 
ed indulgence will find no place, this 
vould prevent and diſable us from 
breaking our bread to the hungry, 
and giving a portion to the afflicted. 
Yea, much rather ſhould we debar 
ourſelves ſomewhat of the abundance 
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* Tim. iv, 3, 5 
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ve might afford; retrench a meaſureof 
our own expence in food, apparel, or 
appearance, that we may more liber. 
ally ſupply the wants of others; and 
live below the ſtile of life, which our 
gains or fortune, might without cen- 
ſure maintain; that others may find 
their ſupport in that retrenchment 
which would really add nothing to 
our own comforts. ' Indeed ſuch a 
ſaving well beſtowed would bring a 
large balance of ſatisfadtion in our 


favour, from the bleſſings of the nee- 


dy ; without taking into the account, 
that he that hath pity on the poor 
* lendeth unto the Lord.” * 


But the rich among men are com- 


paratively few, and among the faith- 
ful 


* Prov. xix 17. 


| 


bat £0 


ul proportionably much fewer, ſince 
not many mighty are called.“ Nor 
$it to the ſuperior ranks of life that 
covetouſneſs is forbidden. They who 
have little are equally bound to give 
of that little, and come under the 
ame condemnation if they do not. 
As nature and ſelf are always plead- 
ng for thoſe, more immediately near 
ad dear to us, many ſhelter them- 
elves under the needful proviſion for 
i family, ſrom ats of chriſtian liber- 
lity; and make piety at home, and 
rudence, the plea for their parſimo— 
Iy; when in fact the pleaſure of get- 
ing and ſaving, or the pride of rail- 
ng a fortune ſor children is more the 
notive of their conduct, than any real 
regard for thoſe. to whoſe future ne- 
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ceſſities they pretend to pay ſo pious 
an attention. 


A portion of every man's gains, as 
God hath proſpered him, ſhould al- 
ways be appropriated to acts of bene- 
volence,* nor ſhould thoſe, who are 
placed in the inferior ſtations of life, 
conſider themſelves as exempted. By 
age, ſickneſs, or misfortunes, ſome in- 
deed are reduced to live upon the 
bounty of others; ſuch poverty 1s no 
ſhame. But to be burthenſome to o- 
thers, where our own efforts could 
relieve our wants, would be criminal, 
If God's providence hath not raiſed us 
above the neceſſity of manual labour, 
whilſt we have ability and ſtrength we 

are 


* 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 
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are bound to work with our hands, 
not merely to ſupply our own neceſ- 
ſities, but that * we may have ſome- 
thing to give to him that needeth.““ 
In the primitive church the practice 
was, that every member on the firſt 
day of the week ſhould lay by him 
in ſtore” for charitable purpoſes a 
part of his gains or ſubſtance, whether 
leſs or more, according“ as God had 
* proſpered him.“ T And as the ſpi- 
nt of the giver, not the quality of the 
oblation, ſtamps excellence on the 
deed, it is accepted always, according 
to that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not. 


The 


* Eph. iv. 28. + 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
|| 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
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The ſame tempers operate uniform. 
ly. Covetoulſnels, as well as charity 
appears in the loweſt orders of life, as 
in the higheſt. Thus, where it pre- 
vails, not only is the abundance, 
which others poſſeſs, regarded vith 
an evil eye: but even the adds o 
bounty beſtowed on others, become 
to the covetous matter of envy ; they 
repine inſtead of rejoicing at the fa- 
vours ſhown to their fellows, and feel 
it an injury done to them ; murmur- 
ing that he who diſpenſes his bounty, 
„ doth, whatſoever he will with his 
© own, * 


To take delight in the good don 
to others, as if it were to ourſelves, 


18 


* Matt. xx. 15. 


By 


is as ſure an evidence of a liberal 
heart, as to bear one another's bur- 


dens; and the reverſe, as ſure a proof 
of ſelfiſhneſs. 


The ſpirit and intention mark the 
character. The widow's mite, and 
the cup of cold water in the name of 
a diſciple beſpeak the liberal ſoul. 
Whilſt the largeſt gifts—the efforts of 
occaſional generoſity to ſooth the 
feelings of compaſſion-—or gratify 
the importunity of others; extorted 
often by pride or ſhame—and always 
vithout a ſingle eye to God's glory; 
however profitable they may be unto 
men, are of no value in the fight of 
God, and continueto be ſtamped as the 
vorks of thoſe, whoſe whole temper 

and 


E 


and condudi are ſtill devoted to the 
ſervice of Mammon, and to that * co. 
* vetouſneſs which is idolatry.” 


An evil ſo beſetting, a fin ſo de- 
ceitful, a crime fo common, yet ſo 
little felt, or lamented, among thoſe, 
who would be thought followers o 
the Lamb of God, it becometh us tc 
guard againſt, with the moſt jealous 
watchfulneſs. 


When we come to die, what v 
leave behind us can never give th 
thouſandth part of the ſatisfaction 
which that, which we have ſent be 
fore us will then afford. The trea 
ſures, which we have laid up in Hea 


ven, will in that awful hour be felt a: 
the 
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he enduring ſubſtance, whilſt thoſe 


ze are quitting upon earth, prove 
pore frequently the ſnare, than the 
womfort of our poſterity. So that 
without placing any dependence on 
ur doings or duties, as entitling us 
br their own fake to the divine fa- 
our, we ſhall remember them with 
ltisfaftion, and be thankful that we 
wve been enabled in our ſtation to 
im at glorifying God upon Earth; to 
dic praiſe of his grace will all be a- 
ribed, whilſt we know that bleſſed are 
hee dead, which die in the Lord, that they 
y reſt from thetr labours, and their 
wks do follow them.“ 


* Rev. xvi. 13. 
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© $$ A.Y XIII. 


ON EVIL SPEAKING, 


AON Gthe ſtrongeſt charaReriſtics - 
ofthe true grace of God, and the beſt 
evidences of the ſincerity of our chriſ- 
lan profeſhon, we may juſtly reckon 
a ſacred and conſcientious regard to 
ruth in all our converſation. | 


The power of corruption, and the 
proof of an apoſtate nature, are ſcarce 


u any thing more glaringly manifeſt, 
P 2 than 


1 1 


than in the diſpoſition to falſehood 
which appears from our earlieſt in 
fancy. He, that was © a liar fro 
the beginning,”* has ſtamped this 
ſtrong lineament of his features upon 
his offspring. They are lying chilM. 


“ dren ;”|| not merely in particula 


inſtances, but as the whole tenor of 
their converſation and conduct is b 
nature under the influence, of pride 
envy and ſelfiſhneſs, and theſe neceſ i 
farily lead * to lying lips and a deceit I he 
* ful tongue. a 


I mean not however ſo much tc 
advert to the ſtate of the world in ge d 
neral, and that ſyſtem of fal fehood anc 
diſſimulation which prevails, as iq g 

thoſe 


» Tohnviii. 44. I Iſai. xxx. 9. 
0 Pſalm cxx. 2. 


Wo 


hoſe, who make profeſſion of being 
influenced by a purer principle, than 
their fellows, and to acknowledge a 


divine obligation lying upon them, 
* of ſpeaking every man truth with 
his neighbour.” ?: 


Chriſtian morality bears a ſtamp of 
ts divine Original. There is a great- 
neſs, extent, and dignity in the prac- 
tices, which it enjoins, that can never 
be found out of the Bible, no where 
elle are they marked with ſuch preci- 
hon ; ſupported with ſuch arguments ; 
nor attended with thoſe influences of 
beine grace, there promiſed, to all 
vho diligently ſeek them. And no- 
thing ſerves more ſtrongly to demon- 

E. ſtrate 


+ Eph. iv. 25. 
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monſtrate how few truly live under a 
convittion of the reality of thoſe prin. 
ciples, which they profeſs to believe, 
than the want of facred regard to 
truth among the many, who bear the 
chriſtian name. 


To ſpeak evil of no man,” * is the 
reſult of that kind ſpirit, which 
« thinketh no evil,” || and inſtead of 
a readineſs to ſuſpect, or credulity to 
receive reports, gives the beſt inter- 
pretation, to what may appear dubi- 
ous, and hopeth all things.” 


There is ſomething ſhocking in mating 
a lie deliberately to injure another; but 
the difference is very little, when men 

love 


Tu. i. 3. 1 Cor, xiii. 5—7- 


11 


we a lie ;* take pleaſure in ſpreading 
the evil, which they hear, and with- 
out evidence, on mere ſuſpicion, or at 
de relation of others perhaps ſecretly 
envious, or offended, adopt their miſ- 
repreſentations and propagate them. 


Many ſeem to think one eminent 
degree would be wanting to their own 
excellence, if their fellows were not 
0 Wl degraded, and pride themſelves in 
dme hypocritical zeal, which they teſ- 
tify againſt the faults, whether real or 
pretended, of their brethren. Envy 
thus often cloaks itſelf with indigna- 
ton, and malice aſſumes the garb of 
pity : for the pretext of lamenting the 
evils real or imaginary of others, 1s 

24 one 


* Rev. xxii. 15. 
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of the commoneſt means of infinuating 
untruth, or baſe reflection. 


They who are truly conſcientious 
Chriſtians, are unzformly ſuch. Yet 
ſome appear ſhocked at particular 
evils, who are inſenſible to others, 
which the word of God brands with 
equal criminality. How many would 
think the character of a drunkard, or 
a whoremonger reprobative, who 
ſeem to annex no ideas of evil, or 
very inferior ones to “ a railer” or 
« a buſybody in other men's matters?” 
How many would be ſhocked at blal- 
phemy or perjury, who feel no pang) 
of conſcience from *© bitterneſs, or 
evil-ſpeaking?” Yet the one is as 
contrary to the ſpirit of Jeſus as the 

other; 
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other; and as expreſsly forbidden in 
the ſame paſſages of ſcripture.“ 


It is not merely in the world that 
openly lyeth in wickedneſs, that ſcan- 
dal affords the favourite and general 
topic of converſation. Among thoſe 
who profeſs better things, how many 
long details might be ſpared, and how 
much more uſeful, at leaſt innocent, 
might be the converſation, if reli- 
nous perſons avoided all mention of 
others, whoſe example was not pro- 
duced to ſtimulate us to imitation. 


I may venture to ſay ſeldom, very 
ſeldom, if ever, can the faults of in- 
dividuals be made a profitable ſub- 

P 5 Jett 


* 1 Cor. v. 11. Rom. iii. 14. Eph. iv. 31. 
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ze of converſation : and never ought 
they to be produced, unleſs fome ve- 
ry manifeſt danger ſhould ariſe from 
the concealment of them, againſt 
which charity obliges us to put our 
brethren on their guard. 


Two things are eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary in order to our forming a con- 
cluſion to the prejudice of any man. 
The one that the charge brought or 
inſinuated againſt them is true, the 
other that the thing charged again: 
them be evil. 


With regard to the truth of fatis, 
every man who hath two ears 15 
bound to uſe both, before he makes 
up his judgment, Hear the other 

fade, 
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fide, is the ſimpleſt dictate of pru- 
dence and juſtice, To condemn any 
man, on the report of another, who 
may be his ſecret enemy, Is, not only 
che mark of want of candor. but 410 
of good ſenſe, Even fatis may he {9 
diſtorted and miſrepreſented; that, 
paſſing through the medium of preſu- 
dice, or malice, they receive a tint, 
that cannot but darken and dishgure 
what is moſt innocent, or well deſign- 
ed, and palm upon them meanings 
and intentions, that in themſelves 
they never bore. Allow therefore at 
leaſt every man to explain himſelf, 


before any criminal charge is received 


WF againſt him. 


Many times alſo the charges them- 
klyes, ſpeak the malignant ſpirit of 
P 6 the 


o 

A 
4 i 
64 
1 
1 . 

| 
$ | 
. = 
1 
4 
H- * 


* 


11 


the reporters, and that phariſaical 
pride, which diQates the accuſation; 
fixing upon things in themſelves of 
an indifferent nature, and aggravating 
them into crimes by the colouring 
given to them, or as it is often the 
caſe, by impioufly daring to call that 
evil, which God hath not made fo; 
and under the ſpecious guife of ſupe- 
rior ſanctity, undermining the cha- 
rater of better men than themſelves, 
by affecting to condemn, what God's 
word hath not condemned. This isone 
of the commoneſt ſources of evil judg- 


ing and evil-ſpeaking : where things of 
an indifferent nature are made to bear 
the ſtamp of the ſame criminality, asthe 
moſt marked iniquities, and as I have 


ſomewhere ſeen even in print the kill- 
ing 


15 


ing a partridge is placed on the ſame 
line of evil, with a drunken carouſal. 


Reverence for truth will always 
make us cautious how we receive un- 
favorable reports of any man; and 
true charity will awaken ſuſpicious 
vigilance againſt the baleful effects of 
prejudice ; for it requires no ſmall 
degree of wiſdom, and no common 
meaſure of grace not to give way to 
rſt impreſſions, and to be prejudic- 
ed againſt thoſe, of whom we hear 
what is really evil, or what is called ſo, 
frequently reported. It is ſo much 
eaſier to adopt miſrepreſentation, than 
to acquaint ourſelves with facts; and 
ſcandal true or falſe finds ſo ready an 
admiſſion into the mind, that few are 

really 
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ing a partridge is placed on the ſame 
line of evil, with a drunken carouſal. 


Reverence for truth will always 
make us cautious how we receive un- 
favorable reports of any man; and 
true charity will awaken ſuſpicious 
vigilance againſt the baleful effects of 
prejudice ; for it requires no ſmall 
degree of wiſdom, and no common 
meaſure of grace not to give way to 
rſt impreſſions, and to be prejudic- 
ed againſt thoſe, of whom we hear 
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Irequently reported. It is ſo much 
eaſier to adopt miſrepreſentation, than 
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ſcandal true or falſe finds ſo ready an 


admiflion into the mind, that few are 
really 
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really able to preſerve themſelves MW 
wholly unbiaſſed from evil report. ed 
And as a ſtrong underſtanding, and lon 
great grace, are ſeldom the portion of 
the ſame man, the weakneſs of the “ 
fincere becomes ſometimes as mil. . 


chievous, as the malignity of the vl 
wicked. ho 


To conceal real evil, and caſt the 
veil of compaſſion over the faults of 
our brethren, becomes a gracious 
heart; © tell him at leaſt the fault 
between him and thee,” * before 
the report reaches a third ear, and 
uſually bury in filence, even what 
you cannot amend. Interpret favor- 
ably, whatever can bear a favorable 

conſtruction, 
* Matth. xvii. 15. 


18 


11 


conſtruction, and be peculiarly guard- 
ed in your judgment, where che per- 
ſon is your ſuperior in any ſenſe; or 
your intereſt be never ſo remotely 
concerned, leaſt the influence of 
pride, envy and ſelfiſhneſs ſhould 
bias your mind in forming your deci- 
hon, 


It would be perhaps no bad rule, 
in every company to reſolve, not on- 
ly to ſpeak no evil of any man, but 
not to believe the evil, we may hear 
reported, without ſuch evidence, as 
it is impoſſible to ſuſpe& or refute ; 
and to ſupport the cauſe of the revil- 
ed, and the abſent with thoſe can- 
did and kind interpretations, that at 
kaſt will ſerve to repreſs ſomething of 
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the aſperity of malevolence: for peo- 
ple would be more cautious of evil 
ſpeaking, if they did not promiſe 
themſelves a credulous attention.— 
And at leaſt ought we to maintain our 
own ſpirits uninfluenced, and more o- 
pen to the juſtification of the injured, 
than to the reports of uncharitableneſs. 


When I hear a perſon always ready 
to caſt in ſomething degrading, where- 
ever a charatter of eminence in any 
view is mentioned, he reminds me of 
the Indian, who by torturing the cap- 
tive warrior, expetts to inherit a por- 
tion of his ſpirit. 


It is impoſſible to ſay how far an 


inſinuation baſtily uttered, may tend, 
not 


Ing 
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not merely to the prejudice of an in- 
dividual, but be the means of prevent- 
ing his uſefulneſs, and produce con- 
ſequences of evil to the lateſt poſte- 
terity. 


Few have ever found themſelves 
reproved by their own conſciences 
for ſaying too little ; or for maintain- 
ng ſtrict reſerve over their lips: ma- 
ly, very many, have repented bitterly 


and too late, for having opened them- 


elves unguardedly, or dropp'd unadviſ- 
edly, re flections on others, which they 
have not only afterwards deeply con- 
demned themſelves for, but have been 
conſcious of the impoſſibility of avert- 
ing the injury, which they have done, 
by any ſubſequent endeavours, I have 


told 
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told a thouſand lies of you, (ſaid a 
biſhop's lady to an acquaintance of 
mine whoſe character on a near inti- 
macy appeared to be the very reverſe 


of the repreſentations ſhe had receiy-| 


ed) © I have told a thouſand lies of 
of you, but I will immediately en- 
* deayour to do you juſtice, by dif- 
* patching the truth after them.“ 
© Ah! madam,” ſaid ſhe, very ſen- 
ſibly, © the truth will never overtake 
© them.” 


* Out of the abundance of the 

* heart the mouth ſpeaketh.”* Hence 
proceed “ the evil thoughts, the pride 
and blaſphemy,”{ that are the ſure 
criterion of its unrenewed nature 
Here 


Matt. x11. 34. Mark vii. 22. 
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lere therefore we muſt begin. When 
me heart is the ſeat of love, „in the 
tongue will be the law of kindneſs.““ 
eMTruth will be the firſt object, and ſa- 
- Wcredly mantained—We ſhall never be 
fMcmboldend to lie even in jeſt. No hu- 
-F ran conſideration will tempt us to a 
 Wichberate untruth. And whatever 
vould tend to the injury of others, 
-i be regarded with a jcalous aſpect; 
end watchful care exerted againſt the 
evil, that we would not; leaſt in- 
autiouſneſs, curioſity, haſte, not to 
ehe the worſe motives of a malignant 
pirit, ſhould betray us into milre- 
wreſentations of the conduct of o- 
bers, or inſinuations of any kind to 
heir diſadvantage. They are truly 
great, 


* Prov. xxxi. 26. 
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Here therefore we muſt begin. When 
the heart is the ſeat of love, „in the 
tongue will be the law of kindnels,”* 
Truth will be the firſt object, and ſa- 
credly mantained—We ſhall never be 
emboldend to lie even in jeſt. No hu- 
nan conſideration will tempt us to a 
leliberate untruth. And whatever 
yould tend to the injury of others, 
vill be regarded with a jcalous aſpett; 
ind watchful care exerted againſt the 
evil, that we would not; leaſt in- 
autiouſneſs, curioſity, haſte, not to 
ay the worſe motives of a malignant 
pirit, ſhould betray us into milre- 
preſentations of the conduct of o- 
bers, or inſinuations of any kind to 
heir diſadvantage. They are truly 

great, 
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great, who © in honor prefer others 
© to themſelves.““ The excellence 
of our own charatter will riſe, not by 


the meaſure of detrattion from others, 


but by the delight we feel, in render- 
ing them the tribute of acknowledy- 
ing, every thing that is praiſe-worthy, 
and reſpectable in them. The pain 
of believing evil of any man will for- 
bid our taking pleaſure in hearing evil 
of them, and they who are taught to 
% Jove their enemies and bleſs thoſe 
that curſe them,“ will taſte a de- 
light in becoming their advocates, 
which they never could attain in the 
gratification of their reſentments. And 
if our enemies call for this treatment 


at our hands, can we dare to be in- 
jurious 


* Rom. Xii. 10. Matt. v. 44. 


jul 


ca 
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« | 


* 
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jurious to thoſe, whom we profeſs to 
call our friends? 


« Strait indeed is the gate and nar- 
„row is the way, that leadeth unto 
© life; no marvel, if few there be 


© that find 1t.”* 


* Matt. vii. 14. 
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ON THE GENERAL WEARISOMNES3 
OF LIFE=—ITS CAUSE AND CURE. 


SHORT as our life is, and ſharp as 
our complaints are of human frailty, 
how few are found among the child- 
ren of men, who do not ſometimes 
ſeel their exiſtence a burden? Nor is 
this merely the caſe, when in the 
courſe of divine providence afflictions 
and diſappointments of various kinds, 
embitter life, and all the things of 

It, 


11 


it, but even in the boſom of abun- 
dance and where the heart is kept 
back from no joy, ſatiety itſelf breeds 
diſguſt, and men grow weary of them- 
ſelves; whilſt time, inſtead of being 
eſteemed precious, and diligently em- 
ployed in the great purpoſes of their 
being, hangs ſo heavy on their hands, 
that all their contrivances ſcarce en- 
able them to get rid of the irkſome 
load. 


Never reflecting on the cauſe, but 
deeply feeling the effects of their ſi- 
tuation, many, who are not immerſed 
in worldly purſuits, or compelled to 
labour for a maintenance, endeavour 
to eſcape from themſelves, by flying 
to the prevailing ſcenes of folly and 

diffi dation, 
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liſñpation, in which the gay and fa- 
hionable are involved, and though 
wer unſatisfactory, and often at- 
ended with more diſappointment 
than delight, theſe are courted as a 
refuge, becauſe they ſerve for the 
moment to -benumb the ſenſibility 
of miſery ; and aft, as a temporary 
opiate to paſs ſo much of the dream 
of life, in forgetfulneſs of themſelves. 


In the quick and conſtant ſucceſ- 
ons of worldly avocations, amidſt 
he ſtruggles of ambition, and the a- 
atating conflicts of ſtrong paſſions, 
men may ſometimes indeed be ſo oc- 
cupied, as for a while, to have their 
thoughts diverted from turning 1n- 
vardly; but when their ſchemes ſuc- 

2 ceed. 
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ceed, and their ends are obtained, the 
poſſeſſion, brings not with it the por- 
tion, which they expected. Wealth, 
power, greatneſs, when the novelty 
of the acquiſition is over, (and that it is 
very ſoon) leave the ſame aking void 
as before. That, which as the object 
of purſuit, ſeemed fo full of delights, 
palls, on the poſſeſſion. We never 
find in any acquiſition all the fatil- 
faction, which we promiſed ourſelves, 
And the many anxieties and difficul- 
ties, which we have ſtruggled thro, 
are often looked back upon with re- 
gret, as a ſituation more defirable. 
than the acquiſition itſelf. No ſoon- 
er is the mind at leiſure to view our 
poſſeſſions, than their inſufficiency to 
ſatisfy us is painfully felt, and the aw- 
ful chaſm opens to our view. 


4 It 
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It hath for ſappoſition's fake been 
admitted, that all our purpoſes ſhould 
| ſucceed, and every wiſh be gratiſied; 
that abundance ſhall furniſh ability, 
and uninterrupted health allow us to 
Jake our fill of enjoyment ; yet can- 
+ © not theſe preſerve from a feeling of 
che tediouſneſs of time and the wea- 
.  riſomneſs of life: but how few, how 
very few, are thus circumſtanced? 
„ © Scarce is there an individual, who 
paſſes the days of his pilgrimage, 
without proving the pangs of diſap- 
pointment, the faithleſſneſs of human 
conhdences, the bereavements of his 
moſt endeared poſſeſſions, the pinings 
of diſeaſe, or the anguiſh of pain; 
then © the evil days come, in which 
© we can have no pleaſure,” * and from 
2 2 the 


1 ».'Eccleſ. vi. 1. 
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the afflictive ſtrokes under which we 
groan, every thing is embittered, and 
death courted as a refuge. 


Nor need we lock far, to diſcover | 


the real cauſe of all this. It is to be 
found in the preſent ſtate of man: and 
the corruption entailed upon every 
ſon and daughter of Adam. 


Immortal in his nature, and form- 
ed with faculties, which reach beyond 
the narrow-bounds of time and ſenſe, 
the relation in which he ſtands to an 
eternal world neceſſarily, and invo- 
luntarily affects him, whilſt his earthly 
and ſenſual appetites groveling on the 
objects which ſurround him, meet 

perpetual 
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perpetual diſguſt and diſappointment, 
*« ſeeking reſt and finding none.“ 


But as © his underſtanding is dark- 
* ened,”tT and only * faith of the o- 
e peration of God”{ can realize the 
objects of eternity, which preſent 
themſelves, but indiſtinctly to the na- 
tural conſcience, he is often at a loſs 
to account for his own ſenſations, and 
ſuppoſing his diſappointment to ariſe, 
not ſo much from the inſufficiency of 
the things themſelves, as from his not 
procuring them in kind, meaſure, and 
duration, adequate to his deſires, he 
perſiſts, under other forms, and vari- 
ous modes to purſue them yet again. 


23 The 


* Matt. x11. 43+ + Eph. iv. 18. 
Col. ii. 12. 
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The multitudes around him con- 
cur, in encouraging the renewed cf. 
fort, with hope of better ſucceſs, and 
though, trying to quench their thirſt 


from the ſame empty cup, they meet | 


the ſame diſappointment, as their fel. 
lows, fo far from.daring to own the 
unſatisfatory nature of their pretend- 
ed enjoyments, they conceal the bit- 
terneſs, which their heart too well 
knoweth, and hypocritically pretend 
to find pleaſures, which they are con- 
ſeious elude their graſp. 


Indeed if time bounds the proſpett 
of our enjoyments, and darkneſs and 
doubt thicken over the grave, it is 
not in the power of nature to prevent 
our, being miſerable creatures. Try 

as 
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as We Can to eſcape from the feelings 
of wretchedneſs, it will follow us cloſe 
as our ſhadow ; and the moſt thought- 
leſs are incapable of ſtifling moments 
of reflection and apprehenſion, that 
will intrude, when the heart involun- 
tarily ſinks into the painful ſenſation 
of its own miſery, and emptineſs, and 
feels the vanity of every thing be- 
neath the ſun. 


What then can ever reconcile man 
to himſelf, and his preſent ſituation ? 
ONLY THE RELiGion or IEsus, 
and the knowledge of him. —His glo- 
rious goſpel embraced, removes our 
fears—excites our hopes—gives ſtabi- 
lity to our confidences—and propol- 
Ing to us a portion adequate to all our 
24 wants, 
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wants, enables us to look for a reſt. 
and pleaſures, which earth can neither 
give nor take away - to bear up un- 
diſmayed under the evils inſeparable 


from humanity to welcome the croſs, | 


as leading to an eternal crown—to 
wait in godlineſs, and contentment 
*till our appointed time ſhall come — 
and when it comes to meet the hour 
of diſſolution in ſure and eertain hope 
of a bleſſed immortality. 


This effectual cure of human wretch- 
edneſs, muſt be ſought and found in 
the ſcriptures of truth; in them, and 
them alone, the grand ſecret is reveal 
ed to man, how he may paſs life with. 
out wearineſs, and meet death with- 
out dread. 


Circum- 
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Circumſtanced as we are, it is im- 
poſſible, without taking in the views 
beyond the grave, to have any ſolid 
cauſe of preſent enjoyment, or effec- 
tual ſupport againſt the miſeries inſe- 
perable from a fallen nature, 


Born in ſin, and conceived in wick- 
edneſs, guilt breeds fear, and fear tor- 
ment. In vain, we cry Peace, peace; 
in vain,” we attempt to hide from our- 
ſelves our real ſituation, and lulb our 
conſciences into ſecurity by a round 
of cares, purſuits, or amuſements; 
the wound is not healed by theſe ap- 
plications, the peccant matter lies 
corroding. within. The moment of 
diſſipation ends, and the tide of mi- 
lery returns, All efforts to exclude 


5. painful 
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painful ſenfations become ineffectual. 


Even where crime upon crime ſears 
the conſcience, the certain fearful 
* looking for of judgment,“ in the 
filence of darkneſs, in the hour of dif. 
appointment, on the bed of ſickneſs, 
or in the day of calamity, will ſtill riſe 
up, like the ſpectre, to our view, and 
appal the heart of the moſt obdurate. 


To have peace within, we muſt 
have peace with God. To be recon- 
ciled to the lot of mortality, we mult 
be reconciled to him. 


The revelation therefore which 
preſents to the uneaſy heart pardon 
and peace purchaſed by atoning blood, 

raiſes 


* Heb. x. 27. 
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is 
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raiſes a firm barrier againſt the feel- 
ings of miſery. When the caule is 
removed, the effect ceaſes. 


The redeemed ſinner, who enjoys 
a conſciouſneſs of the divine favour, 
takes up chearfully the burdens of 
mortality, knowing that the iſſue will 
be peace; aſſured, that all the ſteps. 
conducting to the expetted end, are 
directed by infinite wiſdom, and inh- 
nite loye, and will terminate in eter- 


nal glo TY. 


The grand remedy for all we feel, 
and all we fear, is“ to walk by faith, 
not by ſight. 9 When we are con- 
vinced. that the only ſubſtantial ob- 

2 6 Jets, 


. 4 $ Cor. v. 7. 
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jects, are thoſe, which are unſeen ; 
and the great realities, ſuch as have 
their evidence from divine convic- 
tion in the conſcience, we ſhall be- 
gin to find reſt unto our ſouls. 


Indeed all beſides is empty and un- 
fatisfying. Well does the ſcripture 
therefore deſcribe the life of the ſons 
and daughters of men, © by walking 
« in a vain ſhadow, and diſquieting 
« themſelves in vain.” { for all their 
purſuits, enjoyments, objects, poſſeſ- 
ſions, are altogether lighter than va- 
nity itfelf. How can it then be other- 
wiſe, but that in the midſt of all, that 
earth can give, we ſhould hear the 
complaint © What a wearineſs is it?“ 

Deſigned 


Pſalm, xxxix. 7. Mala. i. 13. 


1 


Deſigned for an eternal world, 
and born immortal, one thing muſt 
be ſupremely deſireable, to ſecure a 
glorious immortality. When all our 
ſteps tend to this end, and all our pur- 
ſuits terminate in this object, then 
ſhall we begin, to anſwer the purpo- 
ſes of our being, and experience the 
bleſſedneſs reſulting from it. 


I mean to eſtabliſh principles rather 
than deſcend to particulars, which 
would lead me too far. Holy and 
happy lives, and peaceful deaths are 
neceſſarily connected with “ faith 
* which worketh by love.“ * Make 
* the tree good, and its fruit will be 


good. 
A 


+ Matt. xii. 3g. 
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A real Chriſtian has diſcovered the 
ſecret of enjoying without ſatiety of 
ſuffering without diſcontent—of uſing 
this world without abuſing it—of pal- 
ſing through it as a ſtranger—ſatisfed 
with whatever occurs. on the road— 
keeping his journey's end in view 
not weary of life through diſguſt but 
well pleaſed to. quit his poſt, when his 
work is done. Whether we live, 
** we live unto the Lord, or whether 
** we die, we die unto the Lord; whe- 
* ther we live, therefore, or die, we 


** are the Lord's.” 


When thus, to us to hve 13 
© Chriſt,” when his will, his word, his 
glory, are our rule and end—when 

his 


4 Rom, Xiv. 8. 
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his promiſes realized by faith remove 
the poſſibility of doubt, reſpetting the 
conſequences of the change which 
muſt paſs upon us then will life bear 
a quite different aſpett, and the grave 
diſarmed of all its terrors will ceaſe to 
make us afraid; to die will be our 
+ everlaſting gain. J 

I know that many affect to deſpiſe 
theſe verities, and treat with infdel 
contempt, what they have either never 
examined, or have decided upon, un- 
der the prevailing influence of their 
paſſions. They have their puniſh- 
ment in their crime, they never know 
true peace in life; and they are con- 
ſcious, that they have no well eſtab- 


liſhed 


+ Philip i. 21. 
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liſhed hope in death. They have no- 
thing in preſent enjoyments to be 
compared with the comforts of that re- 
ligion which they rejett; and they can- 
not but feel, that a leap in the dark is 
but a miſerable end, compared with 
the ſure and certain hope of eternal 
« life which God, who cannot lic; 
*« hath promiſed,” to thoſe who love 
him, and keep his commandments. 


& Tit. i. 9. 


ESSAY 


£col 
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F XV. 


ON THE BENEFIT OF EARLY MAR- 
RIAGE., 


MaRRIAGE is of divine inſtitu- 
tion. Even in the time of innocence 
„it was not good for man to be a- 
lone.“ A help-mate was there- 
fore provided for him by his gracious 
Creator, and his benediction ſanQifi- 
ed their union in Paradiſe. 


On his baniſhment from Eden in 
conſcquence of the fall, and the un- 


happy 


* Gen. ii. 18. 
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happy entail of his corruption on his 
poſterity, our paſſions. and appetites 
have acquired greater violence. And 
as labor became on the depravation of 
all things, not only a puniſhment, but a 
preventive, to counterad the miſe- 
ries, neceſſarily now reſulting from 
idleneſs that fruitful parent of all vice; 
ſo is Marriage become a law of great- 
er neceſſity, in order to remove the 
temptations to illicit commerce in the 
ſexes, and to form a barrier againſt the 
fearful conſequences of lawleſs concu- 
piſcence, andpromiſcuous intercourſe. 


In times of ſingular diſtreſs indeed, 
amidſt the rage of ſanguinary perſecu- 
tions, when the cares and burdens of 
a family muſt have been attended with 

peculiar 


114 


peculiar difficulty, and greatly in- 
creaſed: the danger of being tempted 
to deny Chriſt, for the ſake of thoſe 
ſo near and dear to us, the apoſtle 
becauſe of the preſent diſtreſs, recom- 
mended it, as a matter of prudence 
to avoid, as far as might be done 
without fin, engagements in wedlock, 
But though the afflicted ſtate of the 
church rendered the advice then high- 
ly expedient, ſtill he obſerves it was 
no farther to be followed, than as 
every individual felt in himſelf the 
power of abſtinence: whilſt in all o- 
ther caſes the preference was to be 
given to Marriage with whatever in- 
conveniencies, it might be attended. 
Under the peaceable eſtabliſhment of 
the Chriſtian church the original injunc- 
tion 
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tion ſubſiſts, as univerſally binding, 
that every man ſhould have his own 
« wife, and every woman her own 
„ huſband ;”'* unleſs we except a few 
inſtances, where on account of ſome 
peculiarity of diſpoſition, or to anſwer 
ſome particular purpoſes of good to 
men's ſouls, a ſingle life ſhould be 
preferred; and then peculiar aſſiſtance 
may be expetted for the peculiar call. 


That the ordinance of God ſhould 
be moſt conducive to purity and piety 
is naturally to be ſuppoſed: and it is 
verified by the experience of all real 
Chriſtians, who enter into that holy 
eſtate. for whatever idea of higher 
perfection, the Church of Rome hath 

dared 


* 1 Cor. vii. 
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dared to annex to conventual celi- 
bacy, dire experience hath glaringly 
demonſtrated the falſehood of ſuch 
pretentions. Indeed in the nature of 
things it is impoſſible, that it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, for all who bind them- 
ſelves by vows, to obligations, with 
which God hath not bound them, 
muſt neceſſarily by ſuch ſelf-impoſed 
bondages, ſubjett themſelves to all the 
certain conſequences of ruſhing upon 
temptation ; and rejeQing the inſti- 
tuted means of God's appointment, 
plunge themſelves into real crime, 
whilſt they affect imaginary excel- 
lence. 


The very exact proportion of males 
and females, ſeems to point out the 
law 
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law of nature, as perfectly correſpond- 
ing with the ordinance of God. Pro- 
vidence has furniſhed each with his 
mate; more than one wife would nci- 
ther conduce to purity of heart, nor 
ſocial comfort; beſides intrenching 
on the equal rights of mankind, an un- 
due number appropriated to ſome, 
muſt leave others deſtitute of a com- 
panion, and place them in a ſituation 
as unnatural, and injurious to ſocicty 
as contrary to the original inſtitution 
of the Moſt High. 


Where the number of the ſexes is 
ſo nearly equal, there can he no doubt. 
that the multiplication of the ſpecies 
will be moſt effettually promoted, by 
the union of one man with one women, 


and 


rel 


is 


( 
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atid thus, the firſt great end of Mar- 


riage beſt anſwered. 


With reſpe& to mutual comfort, in 
a ſtate of cultivated ſociety, where- 
ever the weaker ſex hath ceaſed to be 
ſlaves, a divided bed could produce 
only miſery, jealouſy, and conten- 
tion. 


That the multiplying the mumber 
of wives would be any remedy againſt 
fin, and the gratification of unreſtrain- 
ed indulgence produttive of temper- 
ance and purity, can ſcarcely be ſup- 
poſed an idea, capable of entering in- 
to the mind of any man of reaſon and 
religion. When once the ſacred line 


is tranſgreſſed, numbers only add fuel 
to 
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to an unhallowed flame. And he that 
doth not reſt content with the ſandctifi- 
ed enjoyment of one, would never be 
ſatisfied with a ſeraglio. How much 
all mutual parental cares, purſuits, en- 
joyments would ſuffer by ſuch a ſyſ- 


tem, it ſeems needleſs to obſerve. 


But whilſt the purity of our reli- 


gion hath preſcribed the proper reme- 
dy againſt evil in the divinely ſanc- 
tioned ordinance of Marriage, all 
criminal intercourſe between the ſex- 
es, is not only highly injurious to ſo- 
ciety, and contrary to the real inter- 
eſt and comfort of the individuals 
themſelves, but ſtands branded in 
God's book, with the ſtrongeſt mark 
of reprobacy. Fornication and all 

| manner 


= I» 


manner of uncleaneſs let it not be 
* once named among you as becom- 
eth ſaints. “ Whilſt the judgment 
of every whoremonger and adulterer 
is already decided; *© they who do 
« ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
« kingdom of God. 


Whenever therefore any perſon 
arrived at the years of diſcretion, is 
conſcious, that it is no longer in his 
power, as a ſingle perſon, to pre- 
ſerve himſelf pure; ſuch a one, as a 
Chriſtian has clearly no alternative, 
but to obey the divine inſtitution, or 
by expoſing himſelf to the fearful 
conſequences of the wages of fin to 
periſh everlaſtingly. I put the caſe 

R ſtrongly. 
* Eph. v. iii. f Gal. v. 21. 
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ſtrongly, becauſe I wiſh every con- 
ſcience to feel the conviction of a 
truth, which in the world called 
Chriſtian, is very little attended to. 


Fools indeed make a mock at 
« ſin,” * and deſpiſe the warning of 
the Almighty, but whoever pays a 
reverential regard to divine authori- 
ty, and chuſes not to ſtand branded 
as infidel, muſt admit the force of the 
concluſion. 


The time of life, at which young 
perſons begin to feel attachments to 
each other, is ſo ordered by divine 
providence, that the ſtronger ſex is 
uſually more advanced in years, and 

capable 


* Prov. xiv. 9. 
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capable of affording to the weaker, 
and younger, that protection, which 


they need. They are arrived to that 
ſtate of manhood when by their la- 


bours or exertions of whatever kind, 


they are capable of making proviſion 
for their offspring. 


Few young men, therefore, I ap- 

| prehend are to be found, (unſeduced 

by profligate companions, or uncor- 

rupted by public ſchools) who would 

not naturally be diſpoſed to form 

oY carly conneQtions in life, if not de- 

oF terred or withheld by the authority 
qe Hof others. 


But pride, avarice, and all the 
train of criminal diſpoſitions which 


R 2 flow 
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flow from worldly mindedneſs, too 


often govern the ſpirit of parents and : 
thoſe, who have the dominion over 4 
youth. Under the guiſe of prudence 10 
and the pretence of conſulting their oj 
happineſs, they diſcourage them from * 
thinking of a family, becauſe this 
would interfere with the views off 
intereſt and ambition, which they " 
propoſe to them. Compelled thus to fe 
a ſingle life, they naturally fall the in 
victims of ſuch unhallowed reſtraints; A 
and exceſs, intemperance, diſeaſe, 10 
and ruin often puniſh alike the pride hs 
of the parent, and the profligacy o 4 
the child. 
yo 
| lay 
Some indeed profeſs their deſire tc ci 
ſee their children ſettled in marriage mY 


but 


WP 


but influenced by the ſame tempers, 
are inexorable, and furious, if their 
affections are placed on any perſon, 
however amiable and deſerving the 
object may be, whoſe rank or for- 
tune in the ſcale of rigid equality will 
not keep the balance even. Thus 
croſſed and diſappointed, or urged 
on other connettions, whilſt their af- 
feaions are incapable of correſpond- 
ing with the extorted obedience, a 
cure is ſought in diſſipation, or life 
forever embittered. I pretend not 
to vindicate the raſhneſs of impru- 
dence, or to plead for the caprices of 
youthful folly, but I will venture to 
lay, if parents only conſult the feli- 
city of their children, they will be 
very jealous, how they thwart and 

R 3 diſappoint 
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di ſappoint them, where a little more 
or leſs fortune is the great proponde- 
rating objection. And it will, I am 
ſure be found, as a general truth, 
confirmed by univerſal experience, 
that if the happineſs of mankind, the 
good of ſociety, and the moral ex- 
cellencies of the heart deſerve our 
firſt attention, they will all be much 
more effeQually promoted by early 
marriages than by unnatural celibacy. 


The ideas indeed uſually inſtilled 
into youth with ſuch diligence of the 
importance of wealth, and the neceſ- 
ſity of keeping up the pride of life 
and family, are evidently as oppoſite 
to every principle of the goſpel, as 


deſtructive of the comfort of man- 
kind, 


lu: 
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kind, and the real benefit of ſociety. 
Muſt it be a maxim, that no man 
ſhall marry without previouſly poſ- 
ſeſſing ſuch a proviſion for a family, 
as ſhall ſupercede all dependence on 
God, and his bleſſing? ſuch an idea 
is not only in itſelf irreligious, but 
relaxes all the ſinews of induſtry. 
What can ſo powerfully ſtimulate ac- 
tivity to exertion as the ſtrong atlec- 
tion to thoſe, who are ſo near and 
dear to us? ſo far therefore from 
having our proſpetts marred by ſuch 
early marriage, as has often been ſug- 
geſted, none are ſo probable to ap- 
prove themſelves diligent in their vo- 
cations, ſober, temperate, careful, 
in ſhort, in every view the moſt va- 
luable citizens, as thoſe, who ſeeing 

R 4 early 
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early in life a family around them, 


have the moſt forcible of all obliga- 


tions to labour for them. And I 
believe general experience will ad- 
mit, that induſtry and integrity united 
{ſeldom fail of fucceſs. 


As a preſervative from vice, no- 
thing can aſſuredly be ſo effeQual as 
a wife of youth beloved, and ſuch a 
one, is more naturally to be expeQted 
from the determination of mutual 
affection, than from the mere bias 
of worldly conſiderations, too often 
made the baſis of ſuch conneQtions. 


With regard to the real comfort of 
life, what delights can celibacy and diſ- 
ſipation, with all the purchaſed guilty 

gratifications 
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gratifications of appetite, give, com- 
pared with the pure enjoyments flow- 
ing from the poſſeſſion of one, whoſe 
affections center in you as her happi- 
neſs; and from the endearments felt 
in the tender careſſes of the precious 
pledges of virtuous love? Libertines 
and worldlings may ridicule, but theſe 
are joys they never knew, it is their 


curſe, as their crime to have deprived 
themſelves of them. And ſhall we be 


influenced in our judgment of beauty, 


by the blind? 


The advantages reſulting to our 
country, if that name hath any thing 
dear to us are obvious. Since popu- 
lation is the ſtrength and proſperity 


of every ſtate, marriage ſhould meet 
R 5 with 
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with every encouragement. All re- 
ſtrictions, except thoſe, which regard 
the notoriety of the fa&, if not un- 
chriſtian, are at leaſt highly impolitic. 
What is it to the community, if a 
rich heir ſometimes forms a connec- 
tion with his inferior, or if a noble 
family's blood mixes with the more 
debaſed, but often purer current of 
plebeian deſcent? Admit it may be 
a particular or partial inconvenience, 
how much will it be overbalanced by 
the general freedom and liberty of 
ſociety, and the facilitating the legal 
union of the members thereof in 
wedlock ? 


But if the diQates of conſcience 


are to be obeyed, and the authority 
of 


SE A 


of God reſpeAed—if we view the 
matter in the light of religion, and 
look one ſtep beyond the grave—if 
we regard ſin, as the firſt of human 
miſeries, and to be preſerved from it, 
ſhould be the grand object of our 
care If it be among the firſt of du- 
ties to God and man to keep our— 
ſelves pure then mult we neceſſarily 
have recourſe to marriage, which 


„ 1s honourable in all, and the bed 


* undefiled.”* becauſe formed as we 
are, (with few, very few exceptions, 
and for the truth of the obſervation I 
appeal to every conſcience) there is a 
moral impoſſibility of being preſerved 
from the ſins of the {leth;, and eternal 
death the wages, without having re- 
R 6 courle 
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courſe to the means which God hath 
appointed and ſanctified. 


To avoid raſh, fooliſh, improper, 
haſty connections, is wiſdom, is duty, 
but every engagement, which pride 
and worldly mindedneſs calls by theſe 
names, may not really be ſuch. And 
if the choice is not always capable of 
vindication at the bar of rigid pru- 
dence, (I wiſh to ſpeak with all real 
deference to parental authority) yet 
when perſons come to the years, 
which their country allows to be 
thoſe of diſcretion, and to ſuch years, 


I ſuppoſe the perſon arrived, he 
ought to be able to judge better, 
what will contribute to his real feli- 
city, than any other perſon can do 

for 


1 4 


for him, and who cannot be in any 
wiſe ſo intereſted in the conſequen- 
ces, as himſelf. 


The ſcriptures have clearly de- 
cided reſpecting the choice of a part- 
ner, leaving the inclination free and 
uncontrouled as to the object, ſubje& 
only to one reſtraint, „be not une- 
„ qually yoked together with unbe- 
* hevers,”* and ſtating but one in- 
diſpenſible qualification, * only in 
« the Lord,” 1 The motives, which 
influence corrupted men find no ad- 
miſſion there, indeed it is impoſſible 
that a book, which inculcates the ne- 
ceſſity of renouncing the luſt of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, ſhould | 

ever 


2 Cor. vi. 14. + 1 Cor. viii. 99. 
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ever make theſe, the leading conſi- 
derations, in forming the neareſt and 
moſt endeared of all connections. 


I preſume not to fix any preciſe 
period for marriage, or to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch can, or ought to be fixed, 
The point I urge, is only this, that 
whenever ſtrong inclination leads to 
ſuch an union—when no other ob- 
jections ariſe, than ſuch as are merely 
earthly whether from our own un- 
believing fears, reſpecting a provi- 
ſion or more commonly from thoſe, 
who pretend to intereſt themſelves for 
us—When our affections fix on a 
perſon to whom there lies no ſcriptu- 
ral objection but who is ſuch a one 
as the book of God admits,. as a ſuit- 

able 
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able helpmate for us if we obey not 
the dictates of innocent deſire, and 
the ordinance of God, it is juſtly to 
be apprehended, and I believe it will 
be verified in the experience of all, 
who ſeriouſly reflect, that conſequen- 
ces will reſult of a worle and more 
afflictive nature from celibacy, than 
any, which we might have encoun- 
tered in the purity of marriage, and 
the proviſion for a family. 


ESSAY 


. XVI. 


ON PSALMODY, 


Many are the ſigns which fol- 
low thoſe that believe.” The ſound 
and ſcriptural line of judgment is 
clear, by their fruits ye ſhall know 
them.“ Theſe fruits appear in our 
intercourſe with men, and in the ſtate 
of communion, in which we walk with 
God. Both equally engage the atten- 
tion of every real Chriſtian, but the 


atts 
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acts of charity towards men, however 
neceſſary, are perhaps more equivo- 
cal, and their principle leſs evident: 
whilſt thoſe, which more immediately 
reſpe& God, afford a ſtronger cha- 
radteriſtic of the relation which we 
bear to him. 


The faithful are therefore pecu- 
liarly diſtinguiſhed by praying always,* 
and in every thing giving thanks, the 
one, the dutiful expreſſion of their 
dependence, the other the grateful 
acknowledgment of the mercics, 
which they are receiving, and of the 
hopes, with which they are inſpired. 


The 


* Eph. vi. 18. + 1 Theſſ. v. 18. 
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The natural expreſſion of joy is 
melody. Is any merry? let him 
e ſing plalms.”* They who feel de- 
light in God, make him their glad- 
neſs, and the ſubjett of their ſongs, 
whilſt © the mouth praiſeth him with 
* joyful lips.“ T It would be more 
ſurpriſing, if it was leſs common (or 
ſhall I ſay, moſt ſurpriſing, that it is 
fo common) to oblerve the general 
brand ſtamped on every exerciſe of 
divine praiſe. Does any perſon ſpeak 
out his happy ſenſations alone, or 
among his brethren “in pfalms and 


„ hymns and ſpiritual ſongs,”* the 


ſound will be no ſooner heard, than 
the judgment will be deciſively 
formed, 


* James v. 13. + Pſalm !xuu. 5. 
} Eph. v. 19. 
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formed, concerning thoſe, who do 
ſuch things. This 1s uſually regarded 
even in the world called Chriſtian, as 
the infallible ſymptom of an enthuſi- 
aſtic ſpirit, and by many eſteemed, 
as but one ſtep from madneſs, 


Hence among the criterions, which 
have marked the revivals of ſpiritual 
religion, as hymns and pſalm-ſinging 
have always attended them (and in- 
deed it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
otherwiſe) this has as generally ſtruck 
the ſcoffers, and been the ſubjett of 
their contempt and ridicule, 


But if in the gaiety of folly, ſongs 
are expreſſive of the ſpirit, which ani- 
mates the impure, the jovial and the 


humorous : 


= 


humorous : and Chloe, or the flow- 
ing bowl can be celebrated in the 
tender ſtrains of love, or the boiſter- 
ous ſounds of merriment ; is it really 
ſo abſurd a thing, if a nobler theme 
awaken our joy, and the ſoul, that 
delighteth itſelf in God, takes plea- 
ſure 1n telling of his ſalvation, and 
*© ſeven times a day praiſeth him for 
* all his righteous judgments.” * 


To praiſe God with our lips, to 
make him the daily ſubject of our 
ſongs, is a duty, which nature dic- 
tates, as well as grace. It 1s the 
ſound concluſion of natural reaſon, 
that favours received, call for grati- 
tude, and the greateſt favours, from 
the 


* Pſalm cxix. 164. 
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the higheſt of beings, in a peculiar 
manner demand ſuch acknowledg- 
ments. Do the valleys laden with 
fertility © laugh and ſing,““ and ſhall 
not thoſe who reap the produce, own, 
theſe are thy gifts O God, ** thou 
* opencſt thy hand and filleſt all 
« things living with plenteouſneſs.“ “ 
I confeſs, nature is at preſent in a 
ſtate grievouſly corrupt, and there- 
fore inſtead of acknowledging na- 
ture's God, the beſtower of“ life and 
* breath and all things,“ we are too 
apt to abuſe his mercies ; to pervert 
the gift, and forget the giver. But 
this, however common is unnatural, 


and contrary to the avowed relation, 


in 


* Pſalm lxv. 14. + Pſalm cxlv. 16. 
t Acts xvii. 25. 


= 


in which we ſtand towards him, © in 
© whom we live and move and have 
* our being.”* 


Divine grace aſſuredly teaches the 
language of praiſe. * It becometh 
% well the juſt to be thankful.” This 
is the return which we are called upon 
to render, for all his goodneſs, ** the 
fruit of our lips, giving thanks unto 
* his name,” and he is pleaſed gra- 
ciouſly to accept this our bounden 
duty and ſervice. © He that offereth 
* me praiſe, he glorifieth me. T The 
ſubjeQs for praiſe abundantly offer 
themſelves to the view of the re- 
deemed ; in providence and grace, 

in 
* Acts xvii. 28. + Heb. xiii. 15. 
+ Plalm l. 2g. 
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in time, and to eternity, they are ſo 
many and fo great, ſo vaſt in extent 
and ſo infinite in duration, that we 
can turn on no fide, nor meet an ob- 
Jett around us, if our minds are hea- 
venly diſpoſed, that will not awaken 
a ſpirit of thankſgiving in the houſe 
of our pilgrimage. All the ranſomed 
from the earth travelling in the high- 
way to glory have © returned to Zion 
« with ſongs;““ and acknowledged it 
their high privilege, as well as boun- 
den duty © in every thing to give 
thanks.“ I will ſing of mercy 
« and of judgment: unto thee, O 
Lord, will J fing.”t 


Nor 


* Iſai. xxxv. 10. f Pſalm ci. 1. 
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Nor can it IT think be doubted, 
that a joyful and pleaſant thing it 
is to be thankful.“ “ The heart 
* can hardly be but in a happy frame, 
when © ſinging and making melody 
* unto the Lord.“ and ſuppoſing a 
ſenſe of his love really there ſhed 
abroad. the expreſſion of it in the 
lips is as pleaſing, as it is proper. 
Many have attempted to ſtamp the 
practices of Chriſtians as ridiculous. 
By what rule are they to be judged ? 
and what is the teſt of rationality ? 
The relations of nature, the book of 
God, the influence of divine grace, 
all lead to this practice as excellent 


in itſelf, and conducive to real bleſ- 
8 ſedneſs: 


* Pſalm cxl. 1. Þ+ Eph. v. 19. 
X Rom. v. 5. 
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ſedneſs: all the faithful have been 


found in the uniform exerciſe of 


praiſe, and proved the joy of the 
Lord to be their ſtrength; living and 
dying they have taſted the bleſſedneſs 
of this ſervice. Compaſſed with ſuch 
a cloud of witneſſes we need not be 
much out of countenance at the ſneer 
of folly; but reſolve “ to ſing and 
„give praiſe with the beſt member 
* which we have.” If it conſtitutes 
a part of the bleſſedneſs of heaven, 
will it make our days upon earth leſs 
delightful? and if we begin here to 
give ſalvation and praiſe to him, that 
ſitteth upon the throne and to the 
Lamb, ſhall we be leſs prepared to 
ſarround that throne with never end- 
ing praiſes ? 

But 


11 


But the advantage is ſingular as 
well as the pleaſure. In no way per- 
haps is divine knowledge more deep- 
ly fixed in the memory, and the im- 
preſſion more tenderly communicated 
to the heart, than by ſacred poetry, 
whether the rhyme affords a greater 
facility of remembrance, or the 
images ſtrike more forcibly the ima- 
gination, or the ſhortneſs of a hymn, 
is more readily retained, than a diſ- 
courſe, which ever of theſe be the 
caſe, it is ſurpriſing to obſerve the 
very great number of hymns which I 
have known remembered, and by 
many who were incapable of reading, 
but by hearing the ſame hymn re- 
peatedly ſung and read, they have 
been able to ſtore up the words in 
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their memory, and to join with the 
congregation, and often times to 
chear their labours, with one of the 
ſongs of Zion, and to ſpeak of the 
things, which have deſcribed the 
king, eternal, immortal, inviſible. 


Of all the proſe claſſicks, which 
in my younger years I have read, 
the remembrance is very faint, and 
fcarce a ſentence remains impreſſed 
on my memory ; but multitudes of 


paſſages from Virgil, Horace, and 


Perſius, are ſtill ready to ſuggeſt 
themſelves, on occaſion, to my mind, 
as if the authors were daily in my 


hands. 


That 
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That ſounds have a powerful effect 
upon bodies organiſed as ours, can- 
not be doubted. Nor 1s the compli- 
cated harmony of many parts, I ap- 
prehend, ſo ready to make a deep 
impreſſion, as ſimple melody, eſpeci- 
ally accompanied by words, contain- 
ing important truths and expreſſive 
of them. I could venture to appeal 
to the hearts of mankind in general, 
if there is not ſomething very ſtrik- 
ing and affecting in the ſinging of 
ſome congregations; and that it 1s 
hardly poſſible to hear it, without 
ſenſibility. Every help to true de- 
votion is deſireable; every means of 
quickening our affeQions, and lead- 
ing them up to the proper object, is 
to be employed: and what hath a 

83 more 
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more direct tendency to conduce to 
this bleſſed end, than the ſong, of 
which Jeſus, his perſon, redemption, 
grace and glory is the theme? What 
more likely to kindle a ſimilar flame, 
than the words and ſounds conveyed 
to the ear, and to the heart, by the 
united chorus of thoſe who have 
* taſted that the Lord is gracious,” 
and © ſing with the ſpirit, and ſing 
„ with the underſtanding alſo.““ 


I rejoice to be able to bear teſti- 
mony of the bleſſing, which I have 
often received hereby, in my own 
ſoul; and I have found innumerable 
witneſſes to the ſame truth. Many 
times have I received the dying re- 

queſts 


* 1 Cor, xiv. 15. 
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queſts of my dear people, departing 
in the Lord, deſiring at their inter— 
ment, that hymns which they named 
might be ſung over them; and with 
this reaſon given, that ſuch words, 
and ſuch a hymn, have often admi- 
niſtered to them much delight and re- 
freſhment, in the days of their pil- 
grimage. 


As it will therefore be found highly 
conducive to the comfort and edifica- 
tion of every gracious ſoul to ſing and 
give praiſes unto the Lord: it will 
eſpecially become the miniſters of the 
ſanctuary, who have a real ſolicitude 
to promote the preſent and eternal 


bleſſedneſs of the people committed 
to their care, to cultivate theſe preci- 
ous 
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ous means of grace: and contribute 
to the comfort, as well as edification 
of their flocks, by inſtrutting them in 
this ſacred work, and ſelecting thoſe 
hymns and pſalms moſt calculated to 
produce gracious impreſſions on the 
conſcience, and fix the great truths 
of redemption on the heart. 


The miniſtry as a trade is a 
wretched employment, it muſt be 
irkſome in itfelf, and render men 
molt contemptible in the ſight of 
others, when the great ends of the 
ſacred function are unattended to. 
Thoſe who preach and pray, and 
fing, or make an appearance of doing 
ſo, without receiving any bleſſing on 
their own ſouls, or expecting or ex- 

periencing 


E000 


periencing any bleſſing to reſult from 
their labours to the ſouls of others, 
are indeed of all men moſt miſerable: 
bound to a taſk, in which they have 
no pleaſure, and from which they 
have never ſeen any beneficial effects, 
nor ever deſired to ſee them. But a 
true miniſter of the ſandtuary moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt to undertake the 
arduous employment, and bleſfed by 
the Spirit in the faithful diſcharge of 
his work, rejoices with thoſe, who ſhall 
be his joy and crown of rejoicing in 
* the day of the Lord Jeſus.”* He is 
the example of his own dottrine, and 
prays and ſings, with thoſe, whom he 
wiſhes to engage in the ſame gracious 


exerciſes; and thus watering others, 
he 


* 1 Thell. ii. 19. 
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he is watered himſelf, growing up 
« into him in all things, which is the 
« head, even Chriſt,”* 


Methodiſm ! rank Methodiſm! Is 
it ſo? Then I am ſure an obnoxious 
name, had never a more Fonourable 
teſtimony borne to its excellence. 
Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam 
libens. 


* Eph. v. 15. 


